CHAPTER 5 – TRANSPORTATION
During the real estate speculation of the 1920s, large tracts of land were subdivided in
anticipation of the building boom that was to occur with the construction of the Chicago
Rapid Transit Niles Center Branch and the Chicago North Shore and Northern Railway
Line. It was mass transit that brought the developers to the hamlet of Niles Center –
building the streets, sidewalks, and alleys for most of the Village. After the Great
Depression, the Village was poised for its rapid growth with its infrastructure already in
place. Later, in the 1950s, the Edens Expressway added yet another mode of
transportation to the Village. Today, we are fortunate to have passenger rail service,
regional and national bus service, interstate and state highways, an efficient grid of
local streets and alleys, and an almost complete sidewalk system for people to walk
from place to place. After almost 100 years and a lot of changes, the time has come to
rethink how we get people and products in and out of Skokie and how everyone and
everything gets around once here.
In this chapter, we will look at our:
Rapid transit – trains
Bus transit – buses
Bicycle transportation – lanes, routes, and paths for non-motorized vehicles
Pedestrian movement – sidewalks and walkways and how they connect things
Vehicular transportation – streets and highways
Parking – where to put cars, if at all, and how many
Alleys – their function and the way they serve the Village
But first, we need to put some things into perspective…
Transportation and Its Relationship to Our Direction
In Chapter 4, we set the direction for our transportation system. What we hope to do
in this chapter is take those ideas and change them into plans! Some plans we can
implement now and some will have to wait a while. The plans will set the framework to
turn those values into reality.
The rapid transit plan and bicycle plan were completed before the formal goals,
objectives, and strategies were adopted. However, these plans solicited input from
residents, Village staff and officials, local business leaders, and technical experts. In
fact, it was the development of these two plans that allowed us to try out different
techniques that became incorporated into our citizen participation plan in Chapter 3 and
the development of our direction in Chapter 4.
The broad concepts that will guide our planning are at the beginning of each section
and are labeled T1, T2, etc.
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Transportation and Its Relationship to Land Use – A Quick Overview
Transportation and land use issues are extremely interconnected. Just like the land
speculation that occurred in Skokie in the 1920s, a good transportation system “drives”
development. A good transportation system saves users time, giving people more time
to do the other things they enjoy. In general, people like to be in places where they
can do the things that they want to do. When many people like a particular place,
whether it be an apartment, house, office building, or shop, those places are said to be
in “high demand”. Places in high demand tend to be maintained and occupied. Those
places also provide jobs, services, and goods for our area. They also provide homes
and people to buy and use those jobs, services, and goods. That is one part of a
healthy economy and a healthy community. Therefore –
good access to transportation

higher demand

healthy village

As we can see from the built world around us, those places where multiple modes of
transportation come together and that have good access to lots of people and places,
like Chicago’s Loop, have high demand and lots of development. In the suburbs, we
see this where highways intersect like Northbrook, Schaumburg, Oakbrook, and
Bolingbrook, or at highway interchanges, like the Edens Expressway and Old Orchard
Road. There also has been a resurgence in places around train stations, like downtown
Evanston, Highland Park, Arlington Heights, and Palatine. Therefore –
more transportation

more people and businesses benefit

increased transportation access
bad transportation access

more people and businesses benefit
less people and businesses benefit

We know this may seem somewhat obvious, but think about how the real world looks.
We often see multifamily housing “buffering” single family housing from undesirable
uses like a sewage treatment plant or a freight yard. But why? It seems that it would
be better policy to expose less housing, like single family homes, to unpleasant but
necessary things, not more housing, like apartments. Similarly, is a one story strip mall
or automobile-oriented use the best location next to a train station that attracts a lot of
people who walk? Is allowing 20 single family homes within walking distance of a train
station that takes 20 cars off the road every day better than allowing 100 units on less
land that takes 100 cars off the road every day? Probably not.
Where we locate land uses has a big impact on all of our transportation systems, not
just in Skokie but across our region. Placing land uses that most efficiently use our
transportation systems is the best use of land. We should remember that
transportation includes walking, biking, mass transit, and freight trucking, too, not just
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getting in a car. Therefore, our ultimate goal is to improve the connection between
people and places smoothly, in a decent amount of time, and in a way that does not
have a negative impact on the community and region as a whole.
Energy Conservation, Pollution, Traffic, and Time
There are other costs to consider other than how much we spend to buy and maintain a
vehicle or a bus fare. Cost of fuel varies greatly based on the availability of supply and
the intensity of demand. Providing alternative transportation options provides
residents, employees, and consumers ways to get from place to place, reducing our
need to consume as much fuel. Reducing trips that use fuel conserves energy
resources and improves air quality. Inefficient transportation systems and misplaced
land uses also cause traffic, increasing pollution. Traffic has another cost … time.
Many places that take longer to reach become less in demand, and in a society that has
many alternatives to most decisions, having an efficient transportation system adds to
the value of the Village as a place to live, work, shop, get services, and be entertained.

RAPID TRANSIT
Rapid transit is any mode of transportation moving many people at one time moving
quickly along a fixed route. In Skokie, that means “L” and Metra trains. Skokie is
directly served by Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) Yellow Line and is in close proximity
to Metra regional rail stations.

T1

Rapid Transit – Our location and access to rapid transit strategically places
Skokie in position to provide access to jobs, retail, housing, services, and
entertainment opportunities locally and regionally by rapid transit, and we
will promote, maintain, and enhance when possible, the economic,
environmental, and quality-of-life benefits of this resource.

The Village is serviced by the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) Yellow Line (Skokie
Swift), which currently runs express from Dempster Street station in Skokie to Howard
Street station in Chicago. Connections can be made to CTA and Pace buses at both
locations. Greyhound bus connections can also be made at Dempster station.
Connections to the CTA Red and Purple lines can be made at Howard station. The
Yellow Line runs weekdays from early morning to late evening. Limited weekends and
extended weekday hours are provided for special events and some Cubs baseball
games. In 2003, over 632,617 people boarded the Skokie Swift at Dempster Street,
bringing people from the Skokie area into Chicago and Evanston and providing local
employers access to the labor markets of Chicago’s north side and downtown
neighborhoods. In March 2003, CTA boarding data showed that about half of Skokie
Swift users head toward Howard Station in the morning and about one-third of the
users head toward Howard Station in the late afternoon and evening. The remainder
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boarded the Skokie Swift mid-day. The numbers show that Skokie is also a transit
destination for workers, shoppers, and other visitors. The number of annual Dempster
Street boardings can be found in Table A.20 in Appendix A.
The Village of Skokie, in conjunction with the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA)
and the CTA, funded a study in 2002-3 that re-examined the Yellow Line. The Regional
Technical Assistance Program and the Village funded the project. Parsons Brinkerhoff
Quade & Douglas, Inc. looked at the feasibility of adding two intermediate stations, one
at Oakton Street and one at Crawford/East Prairie Road, as well as extending the line to
Old Orchard Road. The study found that a station at both Oakton Street in Downtown
Skokie (between Oakton Street and Searle Parkway) and at Old Orchard Road were
feasible, but further study is needed for the Old Orchard Road extension. The more
detailed study of the Old Orchard Road extension would examine the feasibility of
alternate modes (like bus rapid transit) and more closely define the route of the
northern extension, station location, and ridership projections. The full study and
detailed recommendations are in the Skokie Swift Station Location Feasibility Study,
dated September 11, 2003.
In 2004, CTA plans to complete the conversion of the Skokie Swift to third rail power
from Hamlin Avenue to Dempster Street. This improvement would eliminate the need
for the overhead catenary and could allow for future express service to Chicago’s north
side neighborhoods, the Loop, or U.S. Cellular Field. The improvement would
dramatically increase the demand for service, removing a significant number of
automobiles from the road each day.
RTA is also supporting a more detailed market analysis for ridership for new stations at
Oakton, the Old Orchard area, as well as other potential intermediate stops in eastern
Skokie and Evanston. The study is scheduled for 2005 and the results will be
incorporated into this chapter.
The Village of Niles is currently studying adding a Metra station at Howard Street and
Lehigh Avenue to service the industrial corridor in southwest Skokie, south Niles and
southwest Morton Grove. The station would be located within Skokie’s borders. At this
time we are coordinating with Niles.
The Village also supports the future southern extension of the Yellow Line to the Blue
Line. This project had been part of the Regional Transportation Plan for northeastern
Illinois and was submitted by the Village as a project for continued inclusion in that
Plan. The southern extension would give Skokie residents and businesses rapid transit
access to O’Hare Airport.
The Skokie Swift Station Location Feasibility Study was presented at a
community meeting on June 26, 2003. About 50 people attended the meeting,
including area residents, business owners, and representatives of various
agencies. The Plan Commission reviewed the Skokie Swift Station Location Feasibility
Study at a public hearing on September 18, 2003. The Village Board held an additional
public hearing and adopted the plan and the study on November 17, 2003. Figure 5.1
shows the Rapid Transit Plan.
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The implementation of the Rapid Transit Plan will provide significant land use
opportunities as we modify the existing land use to more fully benefit from new transit
stations. These changes will be outlined in the land use sectors that contain each
station area and may include amendments to the Zoning Map and the Zoning
Ordinance.
Figure 5.1

Rapid Transit Plan
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BUS TRANSIT
Skokie is fortunate to have 17 CTA and Pace bus routes servicing the Village. Buses
provide local and express service to and from Skokie as well as within town. Buses
currently connect people to jobs, services, and goods through a network spread across
the Village so that there is nowhere in the Village that is more than a four-block walk to
a bus route. The walk is only two blocks in most places.

T2

Bus Transit – With more and more Skokie residents without their own
personal vehicle and the necessity of this resource as a means for people to
link to other modes of transportation, such as rail, walking, biking, or other
buses to meet daily needs, we will promote, maintain, and enhance when
possible, the economic, environmental, and quality-of-life benefits of this
resource.

CTA conducted a major review of the routes serving the Village and implemented these
changes in June 2003. The Village was supportive of the CTA changes, which resulted
in increased service to Old Orchard Mall and the Southeast Industrial Area. However, a
large portion of the Southeast Industrial Area service was ended after the trial period.
Pace is currently conducting the North Shore Restructuring Study, which is
reviewing all the routes serving the North Shore, and presented its findings to
date at two public meetings, one of which was at the Skokie Public Library, on
May 19 and 20, 2004. Village Staff is serving on an advisory committee for the North
Shore Restructuring Study. Bus routes will continue to be modified to meet the
changing needs of residents, businesses, and employees.
Figure 5.2 shows the Bus Transit Plan, including existing CTA and Pace bus routes in
the Village as of May 2004. Although the routes are subject to change, we would like
to maintain a high level of service both in the distribution of routes and the frequency
of service. One route that we feel does need to be studied is the extension of the #200
Main Shuttle down Main Street, which we have included on the Bus Transit Plan. The
completion of Pace’s bus service study may provide additional insight about the bus
needs of the Village. The Bus Transit Plan should be reviewed at the completion of the
study.
Bus Stops
Village Staff is currently collecting an inventory of all the CTA and Pace bus stop
locations in Skokie, as well as the level of improvement for each location – signage,
benches, shelters, landscaping, etc. After the completion of the inventory and the
North Shore Restructuring Study currently underway, the Bus Transit Plan should be
reviewed and amended to indicate the location of existing and proposed bus stop
locations, and also improvements to be made to each location.
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National/Midwest Bus Access
The Village is served by one national bus carrier, Greyhound Line, which operates an
office and a bus station out of the Skokie Swift station on Dempster Street. Greyhound
reports that the passenger count out of Skokie is actually 5,200 riders per year. These
riders connect to local transit, taxis, and automobiles at the Dempster Intermodal
Transit Facility to complete their trips. Suburban Express also operates weekly service
between Skokie and Champaign-Urbana from Westfield Shoppingtown Old Orchard.
These services provide important transportation options and should be supported by
the Village.
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Figure 5.2

Bus Transit Plan
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BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION
Bicycles are an important element in planning the overall transportation system.
Therefore, we’re including bikeway planning as a component of this plan. A plan for a
bike route through the Village was completed in 1975 and the North Shore Shared Use
Path, beginning with the path through Gorell Park along the North Shore Channel, has
been in use since 1976. However, a comprehensive study of bicycle transportation for
the Village as a whole was not completed until 2003.

T3

Bicycle – As awareness of alternative modes of transportation increases in
the Chicago metropolitan region, we will work to provide and maintain a
safe network of bicycle routes and paths that seek to connect parks,
schools, employment, shopping centers, Downtown Skokie, recreational
facilities, municipal facilities, transit, and other community destinations.

Bikeway System Plan
The Village of Skokie Bicycle Facility Plan was completed by Schrieber/Anderson
Associates, Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc., Laurie Marston Associates, and Jack Weiss
Associates, in May 2003. It was the result of a planning process that included a
thorough study of the Village’s existing bicycling conditions, a review of the planning
efforts of surrounding communities, existing regional plans affecting the Village, and
extensive public involvement through a series of meetings and open houses.
Community participation for the Skokie Bicycle Facility Plan included 3 bike
planning workshops on March 19, June 25, and July 30, 2002. The workshops
were open to the public and were each attended by between 15 and 25 people.
The workshops were used to gather favorite routes, identify problem routes and
intersections, and produced a wish list of future improvements. A bicycle tour of the
Village was also conducted on May 21, 2002 and was attended by 18 people. The final
plan, dated May 2003, was reviewed by the Plan Commission on April 10, 2003 and
adopted by the Village Board on July 21, 2003.
The main result was the system of proposed bikeways depicted in Figure 5.3 Bikeway
System Plan and a bike route guide for use by the public. The bikeway system provides
for improved bicycle circulation through and within the Village, as well as connections to
major community destinations. Highlights of this system include:
●

Three primary east-west on-street bicycle routes with striped dedicated bike
lanes: Howard Street, Main Street, and Church Street

●

Four primary north-south on-street bicycle routes without dedicated bicycle
lanes: East Prairie Road, Kostner Avenue/Keeler Avenue, Niles Center Road,
Gross Point Road

●

Bicycle route connections to all surrounding communities
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●

A proposed north-south, off-street, multi-use path on or adjacent to the Union
Pacific rail corridor

●

Connections to parks, schools, shopping centers, downtown, recreational
facilities, municipal facilities, the Skokie Swift, and other community destinations

In addition to the bikeway system, the plan resulted in the following recommendations:
●

A system of signage including wayfinding signs on all routes and major route
intersections. The signage will help identify routes, improve safety for bicyclists
and motorists, and assist bicyclists and motorists with directions to major
destinations

●

Removal and replacement of hazardous storm grates throughout the Village in
which bicycle tires can be caught

●

Bicycle parking improvements including recommended rack types and locations

●

Bicyclist and motorist education program recommendations to improve safety
and encourage bicycling

●

Estimate of implementation cost

●

Special study areas that will increase bicycle safety at major intersections and
along the North Shore Sculpture Park Bike Path

The last recommendation was implemented in May 2004 with the completion of a study
by Schreiber/Anderson Associates, Inc. of the intersections of McCormick Boulevard
from Golf Road to Touhy Avenue, Lincoln Avenue/Howard Street/Skokie Boulevard,
Skokie Boulevard/Oakton Street, and the length of Main Street from Niles Center Road
to McCormick Boulevard. The improvements along McCormick Boulevard have been
designed in conjunction with the Skokie North Shore Channel Park Master Plan, which is
currently underway. These intersection improvement areas have been added to
Bikeway System Plan in Figure 5.3.
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Figure 5.3

Bikeway System Plan
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Implementation of Bikeway System Plan
The Bikeway System Plan is a long-term planning tool. Recommendations from the
plan are prioritized and are intended to be implemented in phases. Implementation of
the plan will improve bicycling conditions for riders within the Village, giving residents
more transportation choices for short trips. It will also provide clearly designated and
improved routes for riders on longer trips passing through the Village to other locations.
Construction of the Howard Street bike lanes is scheduled to begin in the summer of
2004. Other items in the plan will be reviewed and prioritized for implementation.

PEDESTRIAN MOVEMENT
As has been indicated many times in this plan, more and more Skokie households have
no vehicle (almost 1 in 10 households had no vehicle in 2000, compared to 1 in 29
households in 1960). For this reason, it is becoming more and more important to
consider how people walk from place to place.

T4

Pedestrian – Now that safe places to walk are again becoming important
as more people are dependent on travel by a means other than car, that the
number of children in the Village is again increasing, and that we begin to
rethink how we move around the Village, we will work to provide a network
of pedestrian places that is complete, safe, inviting, and interesting.

Sidewalk System
Our primary network for pedestrian movement is our sidewalk system. Although, mostly
complete, there are many gaps in the system. The Village’s Public Works Department is
currently conducting a detailed inventory of the sidewalk system, which should be
completed in 2005. After the inventory is complete, detailed plans should be developed
for each sector of the Village outlining current conditions and future improvements.
During the Plan Commission meetings on this issue, the Plan Commission placed
particular emphasis on completing the sidewalk network on arterial streets and around
schools.
Sidewalk Design Standards
Sidewalk design standards provide continuity to the sidewalk system an make sidewalks
safer. The Village’s Engineering Division has developed specific sets of standards for
different sidewalk sections in various parts of the Village, from regular residential
sidewalks to commercial streetscaping designs to sidewalks in industrial areas. After
the completion of the inventory of the sidewalk system, detailed plans should be
developed for each sector of the Village that apply the applicable design standards.
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Sidewalk Installation Policy
The Village Code requires that missing public sidewalks be installed when a building
permit is issued. However, in many cases the property is in an area where no sidewalks
exist on adjacent properties, making it difficult to properly construct a sidewalk when
the joining sidewalk grades cannot be properly determined. The Community
Development Department is currently developing a policy and recommended Village
Code amendments that would provide for the orderly construction of new sidewalks.
Crosswalk and Pedestrian Signalization
The Village’s Community Department is currently conducting a detailed inventory of the
improvements at different intersection. After the inventory is completed, detailed plans
will be developed for each sector of the Village outlining current conditions and future
improvements.
Pedestrian Intersection Design Guidelines
After the completion of the crosswalk and pedestrian signalization inventory, specific
sets of standards for various intersection types should be developed that enhance
pedestrian safety and minimized conflicts with other transportation types. Detailed
plans should be developed for each sector of the Village indicating the location and
standard of improvements for each intersection.
Pedestrian Intersection Improvement Policy
The Community Development and Public Works Departments should develop policies
that indicate when intersection improvements are to be undertaken and the level of
those improvements.

VEHICULAR TRANSPORTATION
Even though Skokie offers multiple transportation opportunities, roads still play an
importation role in getting people from place to place. The Village’s grid street network
has been in place for a very long time and does a good job of moving traffic within and
through Skokie. There are still some problems and areas that can be improved.

T5

Vehicular – Acknowledging that cars will be important in our short- and
long-term future, that Skokie is part of a regional vehicular transportation
network, and that not all people use a personal vehicle to move within and
through the Village, we will work to maintain a comprehensive street
network that is sensitive to the needs of cars, buses, and trucks that is
balanced with the needs of pedestrians, bicycles, and trains.
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The Street Network
The Village Street network is organized in a hierarchy that help us determine the design
capacity and level of various improvements such as number of lanes, lane width, traffic
signals, and on-street parking. Figure 5.4 Street Hierarchy depicts the designation of
the various streets in the Village as regional arterial, Village arterial, and Village
collector. All other streets are local streets. Figure 5.5 Traffic Control Plan indicates the
location of traffic signals, yield signs, stop signs, and one-way streets. The designation
of each street and each intersection control should be reviewed by sector and revised if
necessary with the development of each Sector Plan.
Intersections and Streets in Need of Improvement
Figure 5.6 Projected Road Improvement Projects identifies significant reconstruction,
improvements, road extensions, resurfacing, and intersection upgrade projects. The
implementation for these projects will make the road transportation network safer and
more efficient, and should be reviewed and updated periodically.
Intersection Design Guidelines
The Community Development and Public Works Departments should develop
intersection design guidelines that indicate when intersection improvements should be
undertaken and the level of those improvements.
Unneeded Streets
A review of all the street rights-of-way in the village has resulted in a list of 40 portions
of right-of-way that are no longer necessary for transportation purposes. Most of the
streets are unimproved or are not improved to the standards of a Village street. Figure
5.7 shows the location of the streets to be vacated and Table 5.1 provides more specific
information about each location.
Gateways
Gateways are places that mark the entrance to a specific place, such as a Village
boundary, Downtown Skokie, or a park. There are currently two plans being developed
that, in part, address gateway improvements, Skokie North Shore Channel Park Master
Plan, which will look at gateways along McCormick Boulevard, and Downtown Skokie
2020, which will serve as the master plan for Sector A. When these plans are
completed, a plan of gateway improvements will be created and amended as other
Sector Plans and Subarea Plans are developed.
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Figure 5.4

Street Hierarchy
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Figure 5.5

Traffic Control Plan
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Figure 5.6

Projected Major Road Improvement Projects
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Figure 5.7

Potential Streets to be Vacated
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Table 5.1

Project Key to Figure 5.7 Potential Streets to be Vacated

Report
#

Description

1

Central Street: LaCrosse to Skokie Boulevard. A 35’ x 50’ portion at the west end of this 50’ wide right-of-way
was vacated in 1978. The remainder of the open street appears to be used as a driveway for a business across the
Village’s border in Wilmette.

2

Payne Street: West of LeClaire. This 66’ wide right-of-way appears to be covered with trees and brush and abuts
the Niles North High School football field.

3

Old Orchard Road: South 25’ of right-of-way fronting 5001 Old Orchard Road. A service station appears to
occupy all of the right-of-way, leaving no reason for it to remain dedicated as a street. The neighboring property to
the west (5025 Old Orchard Road) vacated the south 25’ of right-of-way fronting its property in 1962.

4

Payne Street: Gross Point to Kostner Avenue. The 33’ wide right of wide present here is not improved and
appears to be used as a sideyard for 9717 Gross Point Road.

5

Kostner Avenue: Payne to Gross Point. This 33’ wide right-of-way is unimproved, but contains public sidewalk
along its east side. The northern end of the street is used as a driveway for 9709 Gross Point Road.

6

Keystone Avenue: South 150’ south of Grant Street. The north 30’ of this 66’ wide right-of-way is used as a
private driveway servicing Highland School. The remaining area is occupied by the school building.

7

Forestview Road: north of Emerson. This 66’ wide right-of-way is not improved and appears to function as a
sideyard for 9401 and 9404 Forestview Road.

8

Emerson Street: Ewing to the north-south alley to the west of Ewing. This 66’ wide right-of-way appears to
be paved, and has curbs but no public sidewalks. Emerson Street dead-ends at the north-south alley to the west of
Ewing Avenue and appears to only be used as access to driveways at 9356 and 9400 Ewing Avenue.

9

Lyons Street: Lawndale to Avers. This 66’ wide right-of-way runs for three blocks and appears to be used as a
pedestrian path and driveway access to several garages. There is a privately owned parcel running along the south
12’ of the north 33’ of Lyons Street, suggesting that part of Lyons Street may not be dedicated. If vacated, a 10’
wide strip of land should remain in Village ownership in order to provide for a pedestrian walkway.

10

Central Park Avenue: West 33’ between Grove and Lake. This 33’ right-of-way does not appear to be
improved. The north and south ends of the street are covered in crushed rock and used as access to garages behind
62, 63, and 64 Williamsburg Road.

11

Lawndale Avenue: Enfield to Dempster. This 66’ wide right-of-way is entirely occupied by a Village-owned
parking lot. There is no through access on Lawndale Avenue from Dempster Street to Enfield Street.

12

Lewis Terrace: East and west of Kedvale. This 33’ wide right-of-way is not improved and appears to be used as
driveway access to 9231 and 9234 Kedvale Avenue.

13

Hipple Terrace: East of Kedvale. This 33’ wide right-of-way is not improved and appears to be covered by trees
and brush.

14

Foster Street: West of Crawford. This 33’ wide right-of-way is paved and used as a driveway for a garage at
9500 Crawford Avenue.

15

Lyons Street: Keating to Skokie Boulevard. The south 53’ of the west half of this 66’ wide right-of-way was
vacated in 1984. The remainder of the street appears to be covered in grass, with the east end being used as a
driveway to access a parking lot at 9301 Gross Point Road. If vacated, a 13’ wide right-of-way should remain
dedicated for a pedestrian walkway.

16

Kilpatrick Avenue: Adjacent to 9114 and 9116 Niles Center Road. This triangular portion of right-of-way
protrudes into the east side of Kilpatrick Avenue. The street appears to be used as a driveway serving 9114 and
9116 Niles Center Road.

17

Kilbourn Avenue: South of Grove. This 54.52’ x 22.44’ portion of right-of-way is occupied entirely by Devonshire
Park. The land is being used as a driveway leading to a parking lot on the north side of the park.

18

Kenneth Avenue: south of Grove. This 66’ x 22.44’ portion of right-of way is occupied entirely by Devonshire
Park The street appears to be covered by trees and grass.

19

Grove Street: east of Kenneth. This 33’ x 30.96’ portion of right-of-way is occupied entirely by Devonshire Park.
The street appears to be covered with trees, grass, and part of a parking lot.
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20

LeClaire Avenue: East 33’ from Emerson to Church. Between Emerson Street and Lyons Street, the right-ofway is covered in trees and grass and is used as a part of Emerson Park. Between Lyons Street and Church Street,
the right-of-way is paved and used as a parking lot by 5050 Church Street.

21

Lyons Street: Lawler to LeClaire. The north half of this 66’ wide right-of-way appears to be used as part of
Emerson Park. The south half is covered by a building and parking lot.

22

Lyons Street: East of Lavergne. This 66’ wide right-of-way is partially improved with a crushed rock roadway
leading to a driveway at 9301 Lavergne Avenue. There are no curbs or sidewalks present.

23

Lockwood Avenue: Lyons to Church. This 66’ wide right-of-way is covered by grass, trees, sidewalk, and is used
as a part of Sequoya Park.

24

Terminal Avenue: South of Suffield Terrace. This 50’ wide right-of-way is covered in pavement and possibly
functions as a driveway for 5115 Suffield Terrace.

25

Terminal Avenue: South of Gross Point. This 30’ wide right-of-way appears to be covered with grass and has
overhead utility wires and poles present.

26

Long Avenue: South of Wright. This 33’ wide right-of-way appears to be covered with crushed rock and is used
as a driveway to a garage behind 5359 Wright Terrace. There do not appear to be any curbs or public sidewalks
present.

27

Bennett Avenue: Dempster to Greenleaf. The majority of this 20’ wide right-of-way is covered with grass.
Public sidewalks run along the west side of the street and some portions are paved where the east-west streets
dead-end. If vacated, the land should be conveyed to the adjacent property owners along the west side. Fully
paved and curbed cul-de-sacs should be constructed where the streets dead-end at McCormick Boulevard.

28

Mulford Street: Karlov to Crawford. This 33’ wide right-of-way does not appear to be improved and is covered
with trees, shrubs, and grass. There is a gravel driveway leading from the north-south alley to a garage behind 4022
Harvard Terrace, which may make vacating that portion Mulford Street impossible. The remainder of the street is
not used for vehicular traffic. The vacation would be subject to a determination that the land is not needed for a
future CTA train station.

29

Kilpatrick Avenue: Brummel to the east-west alley south of Brummel. This 33’ wide right-of-way appears to
be covered with grass and trees, is not used for vehicular traffic, and has a public sidewalk running along the east
side.

30

Kilpatrick Avenue: Jerome Street to the east-west alley south of Jerome. This 33’ wide right-of-way
appears to be covered with trees and grass, is not used for vehicular traffic, and has a public sidewalk running along
the east side.

31

Terminal Avenue: Kirk to Hull/Kirk Street: East of 4813 Kirk Street. Terminal Avenue (a 50’ wide right of
way) and Kirk Street (a 33’ wide right-of-way) appear to be used as part of a public park.

32

Long Avenue: South of Fargo. This 9.6’ x 33’ wide segment of right-of-way dead-ends to the north of Fire Station
#16. The street appears to be covered by grass and is not used for vehicular traffic.

33

Laramie Avenue: Chase and Jarlath. This 33’ wide right-of-way is covered with grass and has a public sidewalk
running along the east side. If vacated a cul-de-sac should be constructed at the west end of Chase Avenue where
is dead-ends at Laramie Park.

34

Menard Avenue: North of Howard. This 66’ wide right-of-way is covered with trees and grass.

35

Mango Avenue: North of Howard. This 66’ wide right-of-way is covered by a dense forest of trees.

36

Major Avenue: North of Howard. This 66’ wide right-of-way is covered by a dense forest of trees.

37

Parkside Avenue: North of 7626 Parkside. This 66’ wide right-of-way is covered by trees and is not used for
vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

38

Central Avenue: North of Howard. The south 125’ of this 50’ wide right-of-way appears to be used as a
driveway and parking lot for 5550 Howard Street. The remainder of the street is covered with trees and grass.

39

Laramie Avenue: The north-south alley south of Farwell to Pratt. The west 33’ of this 66’ wide right-of-way
is used as driveway access to a residence at 5200 Laramie Avenue. The east 33’ is covered with grass and has a
public sidewalk running along the east side.

40

Chicora Avenue: North of Ionia. This 33’ wide right-of-way is covered by an asphalt-paved driveway that leads
to a garage at 6797 Ionia Avenue. There is also a public sidewalk running along the east side of the street.
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PARKING
Finding places to put vehicles is important for all uses in Skokie. The quantity and
placement of parking is also an important economic and design function.

T6

Parking – Since adequate parking is an important, but not the only,
component of successful retail, service, and employment centers, we will
work to provide adequate and safe on- and off-street parking that meets the
needs of vehicles in a way that does not compromise the needs and safety
of pedestrians, transit users, and bicyclists.

Knowing that different areas of the Village have different parking needs, specific
recommendations for the location for parking should be included in each of the Sector
Plans as they are developed. Parking requirements in the zoning ordinance should be
reviewed regularly and comprehensively by the Engineering Division and the
Community Development Department. The Village should actively work to bring nonconforming parking lots and land uses with parking deficiencies into compliance.

ALLEYS
Alleys serve many functions including providing ways to make available necessary but
unsightly services and separating vehicles from pedestrians. Skokie is fortunate to have
a good network of alleys in much of the Village, yet many areas were developed
without alleys.

T7

Alleys – Since alleys provide efficient and unintrusive access to vehicle
storage, garbage pick-up, and utilities, preserve on-street parking through
the elimination of curb cuts, reduce the amount of pavement through the
elimination of lengthy driveways, and minimize conflicts with pedestrians,
we will work to maintain, enhance, and encourage the use of those alleys in
areas that have access to the alley network.

The Community Development Department has completed an inventory of the level of
improvements of all the alley rights-of-way in the Village. An Alley Plan and a
comprehensive policy should be developed that indicates the future level of
improvement to the alleys that are open and unopened in the Village, which alley
rights-of-way are not needed and should be vacated, and a formal plan for utilities in
those alleys.
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CONCLUSION
With careful planning and implementation, rails, roads, sidewalks, parking, and alleys
can form a transportation system used by trains, buses, bikes, walkers, cars, and trucks
that connects people and places, is sensitive to the needs of different users of
transportation, and improves the economic and environmental health of Skokie.
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