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Winter Weather Preparation Edition

See below and pages two and three for snow parking and removal information!

The Basics: Alternate-Side Parking Details and Snow Shoveling Assistance Info
must be moved to the side of
the street with even-numbered
addresses between 8 a.m. and
6 p.m.

Alternate-side parking is
always in effect for at least
two days after a snowfall
of two inches or more!
The Village of Skokie’s alternateside parking regulations go into
effect from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven
days a week, when two inches or
more of snow falls. All residents,
visitors, business owners,
employees and customers are
subject to alternate-side parking
restrictions.
Here is how alternate-side parking
works in Skokie:

•

On even-numbered days of the
month, after a snowfall of two
inches or more, all vehicles

•

On odd-numbered days of the
month, after snowfall of two
inches or more, all vehicles
must be moved to the side of
the street with odd-numbered
addresses between 8 a.m. and
6 p.m.

By Village ordinance, business
owners are responsible for clearing
the snow from public sidewalks
adjacent to their property.
More information at www.
skokie.org, Public Works,
section, Snow page. ■

Need Help Shoveling?
The Skokie TeenLink list provides
Skokie residents with contact
information for Skokie teens
available to shovel snow and do
other outside chores for a fee.
Residents can receive the list
by mail or email. This program
becomes very popular during the
snow season, so plan ahead. The
resident is responsible for
requesting the list, contacting
the teen, making financial and
scheduling arrangements.
Email info@skokie.org
or call Human Services
at 847/933-8208 for more
information. ■

Congratulations to the Skokie Business of the Year!
The Skokie Consumer Affairs Commission honored the
2019 Business of the Year award winner and runners up
at the October 7, 2019 Village Board meeting, presenting
top honors to the Skokie Theatre. 7924 Lincoln Avenue.

Runners-up included:
• Crafty Beaver Home Center, 4810 Oakton Street
(which celebrated its 85th Anniversary during
October!)
• Poochies, 3602 Dempster Street
• Chicago Jewish Funerals, 8851 Skokie Boulevard
A total of 41 Skokie businesses were nominated for the
award, with honorable mentions to Assyrian Family
Health Alliance, Chocolate Shoppe Ice Cream, Edward
Jones, Grove of Skokie, Kumon Math and Reading, North
Shore Community Bank, Riser Animal Hospital and Taco
Bell. Ballot entries were available in NewSkokie, at www.
skokie.org, the Skokie Festival of Cultures and on the
Shop Local Skokie Facebook page. The Consumer Affairs Commission sponsors the Skokie Farmers’ Market
and makes recommendations on ordinances and regulations related to consumer affairs. ■
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Snow Removal Operations in Skokie
The Skokie Public Works
Department is responsible for
plowing 144 miles of streets
throughout the community, clearing
all alleys and plowing sidewalks in
residential areas. The snow removal
fleet features approximately 35
plowing units (including refuse
trucks fitted with plow blades when
necessary), eight sidewalk plows,
four tractors and other equipment
necessary to safely and efficiently
remove snow from the community.
The Village applies road salt to
streets in the community in tandem
with plowing, paying particular
attention to salting intersections.
The Public Works Department
estimates that around 250 tons of
salt are required to adequately cover
streets maintained by the Village
during a typical snow event. The
Village purchases salt each year
through a purchasing cooperative to

ensure that the Village receives the
best possible pricing for adequate
salt supply.
Garbage and Recycling
Collection during Snow
Events
Depending on the amount of snow
accumulation and the time of week
when the snow falls, garbage
collection is sometimes suspended
so that the garbage collection trucks
can be used for snow removal.
It is rare for recycling collection
to be suspended due to snow.
Residents are reminded to make
sure their refuse and recycling
carts are accessible to collection
crews. When refuse and recycling
collection schedules are deferred
because of snow or dangerous
temperatures, residents with curb
side set out should leave toter carts
in place until the materials have
been collected. Changes to garbage

Keep Fire Hydrants Visible in Snow!
Help keep you and your neighbors safe as winter snow starts to
accumulate by taking responsibility for shoveling snow away from the
fire hydrant near your home. It’s best to clear at least a two-foot area of
snow from around the
hydrant. The Skokie Fire
Department appreciates
the community’s help
with this important
safety measure as every
second counts when
responding to a fire
emergency. ■

and recycling collection because
of winter storms or dangerous
temperatures will be posted at www.
skokie.org.
Alley Plowing
The Village’s Public Works crews
plow alleys after a snowfall of six
inches or more. Alley plowing
operations often are completed
during overnight hours.

Sidewalk Snow Plowing
Skokie is one of only a very few
communities that plows sidewalks
in residential areas. Sidewalk snow
plowing occurs after a snowfall of
four inches or more.
For more information,
visit www.skokie.org. ■

Snow Removal Operations in Skokie
In general, snow removal operations in Skokie progress as follows:

•

Removal of snow from major thoroughfares over which the Village
has jurisdiction (sections of Oakton Street and Niles Center Road,
Main Street, Howard Street, Dempster Street, etc.);

•
•

Removal of snow from streets and sidewalks around schools;

•

Removal of snow from alleys when snowfall is six inches or greater;
and

•

Removal of snow from public sidewalks in residential areas when
snowfall is four inches or greater. ■

Removal of snow from other community streets under Village
jurisdiction;

State/County Jurisdiction, Skokie Exempt Streets and Public Parking Options
Some Village streets are exempt
from alternate-side parking on
Saturday, Sunday and some
holidays. Visit www.skokie.org for a
list of exempt streets.
During alternate-side parking,
until 6:01 p.m. on the last day that
alternate-side parking is in effect,
the Village allows residents to park
in three Village-owned parking lots

in the community:

•

•

Parking lot on the north side
of Oakton Street between
Walgreen’s and Crafty Beaver
Home Center in Downtown
Skokie.
Skokie Swift parking lot on the
north side of Dempster Street,
accessed from Gross Point
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Road; please park close to
entrance

•

Skokie Swift parking lot on
the northwest corner of Skokie
Boulevard and Searle Parkway.

Most major roads in Skokie,
including Church Street, Crawford
Avenue, Old Orchard Road, Touhy
Avenue and more, are under

the jurisdiction of the Illinois
Department of Transportation
or Cook County, and they are
responsible for snow removal and
pothole repairs.
For a complete list of
Skokie thoroughfare
jurisdictions, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■
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Frequently Asked Questions about Alternate-Side Parking in Skokie
Why does the Village use alternateside parking after it snows? The
purpose of alternate-side parking is to clear
streets from curb to curb to ensure that
emergency vehicles have unrestricted access to
all areas of the community. Visit the Village of
Skokie YouTube channel for a video explaining
the alternate-side parking program. Vehicles that
are not in compliance with alternate-side parking
are subject to a $50 citation and, in emergency
situations, towing.

7 a.m. to signal that the program is in effect from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. that day

Parking restrictions go back into effect at 6:01
p.m. on the last day of alternate-side parking.

Where else can I park my car so
that I don’t receive a citation? During
alternate-side parking , the Village allows
temporary parking in three parking lots:

What if I’m out of town or sick and
can’t move my car to the correct
side of the street? Residents who are
unable to move their vehicle should enlist the
assistance of a friend or neighbor to move their
car, or secure off-street parking until they are
able to once again move their car to comply with
alternate-side parking. All vehicles are required
to comply with alternate-side parking from 8
a.m. to 6 p.m. when the program is in effect.

• North Skokie Swift parking lot that is
accessed off of Gross Point Road north of
Dempster Street. Parking is allowed in the
section of the lot closest to Gross Point Road.

How can I know for sure if alternateside parking is in effect? There are
numerous ways to learn if alternate-side parking
is in effect:

I just shoveled and the plow came
by and piled all of the snow in front
of my driveway again. How can
this be avoided? Efficient snow plowing
operations sometimes unintentionally result in
snow being moved in front of driveways. One
way to avoid this is to move snow to the left side
of the driveway when facing the driveway from
the street.

• Sign up for CodeRED text alerts at
www.skokie.org
• Call the Village’s 24-hour Snow Hot line at
847/675-SNOW (7669)
• Visit www.skokie.org and look for a notice on
the home page

• The municipal parking lot near Crafty Beaver
on the north side of Oakton Street in Downtown
Skokie.

My neighbor doesn’t move their
car and the street isn’t adequately
plowed. Can the police come and
ticket their cars? Concerns about noncompliance with alternate-side parking should
be reported to the Police Department nonemergency number at 847/982-5900.

• Skokie Swift parking lot on the northwest
corner of Skokie Boulevard and Searle Parkway.

For more information visit www.
skokie.org. ■

• Listen to 1660 AM Skokie Radio
• Sign up for SkokieNews at www.skokie.org to
receive an email alert on the first morning that
alternate-side parking is in effect
• Tune to SkokieVision cable and look for the
crawl message (Channel 25 on RCN systems,
Channel 17 on Comcast systems)
• Listen for the emergency siren that sounds at

Census 2020 - Shape Your Future
All residents must be counted on April 1, 2020!
For the very first time, the 2020 Census will utilize a paperless
reporting system, with Skokie households using the internet or a
telephone to complete the April 2020 Census. In March, the Census
Bureau will mail each address detailed instructions on how to complete
the short, easy census survey.

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
The Niles Township Clergy Forum 2019 Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
will be hosted by the Muslim Community Center Academy, 9301 Gross
Point Road, on Tuesday, November 26 at 7:30 p.m. Skokie Mayor
George Van Dusen will provide an introduction., and a member of the
interfaith community will speak. The entire community is invited to
attend. Donations benefit the Village’s Assist-A-Family Program. ■

The Village will set up computer stations for residents without
computer access. These stations will be set up at Skokie Village Hall,
5127 Oakton Street.
The 2020 Census form will be short and very easy to complete. Those
not completing the census survey by the deadline will receive mail
reminders and visits from census staff until the survey is completed. ■
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Support the Skokie Assist-A-Family Program this Holiday Season!
Please consider supporting the 2019 Skokie Assist-A-Family Program. The
generosity of our community each year helps Skokie families struggling
with limited financial resources to celebrate the winter holidays. Families
receive gift cards for area businesses which they use to purchase food,
household necessities and other items specific to each family member’s
needs.

To make a donation to the Skokie Assist-A-Family Program, please visit www.skokie.org. Checks also are accepted
and should be made payable to the Village of Skokie with Skokie AssistA-Family Program noted on the memo line. Checks should be mailed to
Village of Skokie, Human Services Division, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie,
Illinois, 60077.

Last year, nearly 400 adults and children received support through the
Skokie Assist-A-Family program. Those interested in making a donation
this year are asked to please do so by Monday, December 2.

For further information, please contact the Skokie Human Services Division at 847-933-8208. ■

Skokie First in Illinois to Use High-Tech Water System Evaluation Tool
Each day, the Village of Skokie residential and commercial water customers
receive an average of 7.7 million gallons of drinking water that is distributed through some 180 miles of water mains throughout the community.
Unexpected water main breaks are costly for the Village. In addition, they
are disruptive and inconvenient for both residents and businesses, sometimes resulting in business interruption and other costly circumstances.
The Village has maintained detailed records on its water mains for years in
an effort to determine vulnerable areas in the water delivery system and to
provide information necessary for timely repairs when breaks occur.

To increase the effectiveness of this data, Skokie is the first municipality in
Illinois to partner with Fracta, a technology company that utilizes Skokie’s
existing data in combination with an artificial intelligence geospatial mapping tool to locate and determine the probability and economic consequence of water main failure.
“This technology will guide us in prioritizing the replacement of our water
infrastructure that is most vulnerable to failure,” said Max Slankard,
Director of Public Works. “This additional data also will provide valuable
information to Public Works staff as they work to repair water main breaks
as quickly and efficiently as possible.”
The new technology will identify and target locations in need of water main
replacement or rehabilitation, leak detection and further assessment. “The
scope of the new information will provide for better asset management, allow for more specific capital improvement planning and, most importantly,
will result in cost savings and increased reliability for Skokie residents,
businesses and the Village,” said Slankard. ■

Skokie Through the Lens
Faces of Skokie
The Skokie Fine Arts Commission
is excited to continue the Skokie
Through the Lens community photo
exhibit for the sixth year! This
exhibition is for anyone who lives,
works or plays in Skokie. Entries
must depict life in Skokie in the
past year. Phoneography/Instagram
images welcome. Each individual
may submit up to three images.
The deadline to submit photos is
January 1, 2020. Submissions
are welcome anytime until then
by emailing info@skokie.org. The
exhibit will be displayed at Skokie
Village Hall beginning in spring
2020. Please visit www.skokie.

org/FineArtsCommission.cfm for
submission guidelines.
For more information
contact Ann Tennes,
Director of Marketing
and Communications,
at 847/933-8257 or email
info@skokie.org. ■
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Coming Together in Skokie and
Niles Township 2020

Coming Together is a unique project initiated ten years ago to present,
in depth, the special cultural diversity of our community. Originally
begun in Skokie, Coming Together now includes Skokie, Morton Grove,
Lincolnwood and Niles. The program’s goal is to study one culture each
year for six to eight weeks, beginning in late January, with an emphasis
on literacy.
The 2020 Coming Together theme is Journeys to Niles Township. In the
past, Coming Together has celebrated Asian-Indians, Filipinos, Greeks,
Assyrians, Koreans, Chinese, “Voices of Race”, Latinos/Hispanics,
Muslim American, and Polish cultures. Coming Together partners
include the Village of Skokie, Skokie Public Library, Niles Township
High School District 219 and many more Skokie and Niles Township
schools, businesses and institutions.
More information on the 2020 Coming Together
Journeys to Niles Township literary selections and
program activities will be posted soon at www.
comingtogether.in. ■
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November 10, 2019 Skokie Community Forum
Please join your neighbors, friends and community leaders at the Village’s Community Forum on Sunday, November 10, 2019, from 6 to 8
p.m. at Skokie Police Headquarters, 7300 Niles Center Road. Space is
limited and advance registration is required.
At the Community Forum, Skokie residents will engage in facilitated small
group discussions about programs, services and priorities they think are
important for the future of the community. Each group will report to the
larger group after small group discussions are concluded. The information shared at the forum will be analyzed by Village staff and the Board.
Coffee and cookies will be served.
In fall 2014, more than 100 Skokie residents attended a community forum
hosted by the Village, discussing the importance of continued economic
development, alternate forms of transportation, public safety, sustainability measures and other important issues on which Village officials and
staff continue to focus. Responses to the summer 2018 National Citizen
Survey evidenced Skokie’s growth in these areas, with Skokie scoring
higher than national benchmarks relative to ease of transportation, public
safety services, Public Works services and more.

The November 10, 2019, Community Forum is intended to provide updated information from residents on their vision and priorities for Skokie
to serve as a guide for elected officials and staff.
To register for the Community Forum, please contact
the Village Manager’s office at 847/933-8210 or email
info@skokie.org. ■

2020 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program
Each year under Title I of the Housing and
Community Development Act, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) provides block grants to qualified local
communities. Skokie anticipates receiving an
estimated $600,000 in funding for the fiscal
year beginning May 1, 2020. These funds will be
used for physical improvement projects, housing programs, limited social services and other
activities that are consistent with local planning
goals and Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) regulations.
Eligible projects must meet national objectives
by principally benefiting low- to moderateincome people in the community or by aiding
in the prevention and elimination of blighted

conditions. All projects and activities must be
approved by HUD before funds are released.
In addition to preparing and submitting an
annual Action Plan, Skokie must prepare and
submit a five-year Consolidated Plan, identifying goals, objectives, and funding priorities for
the next five years (May 1, 2020 through April
30, 2025).
The Village has scheduled three public hearings
to solicit public input. Information gathered at
this year’s hearings will assist with formulating
the Village’s five-year goals and objectives,
and first-year funding request to HUD. At the
December 16, 2019 Village Board meeting, a
progress report will be presented for the current

plan, and potential goals and objectives for
the next five-year Consolidated Plan will be
discussed. Plan and program recommendations will be summarized, and representatives
of social service agencies and Village staff
will present requests, at the January 6, 2020
Village Board meeting. The Board will select
the projects to be funded at its February 3, 2020
hearing. Village Board meetings begin at 8
p.m. and CDBG hearings are held at the close of
regular Village business.
For information on the Community
Development Block Grant Program,
contact Planner/CDBG Administrator Carrie Haberstich at
847/933-8447. ■

Skokie Village Hall Field Trips!
Each year, hundreds of Skokie school children tour
Village Hall to learn about local government and
their community. The highlight of the trip is usually
the students’ visit with Mayor George Van Dusen,
as shown in the photo to the right when a group of
Lincoln Junior High School students recently visited
Village Hall. Students tour Village Hall to learn about
Village programs and services.
Other field trip highlights usually include viewing
a huge aerial photographic map of the Village in

the Planning Division, as well as the electronic
equipment in the Village’s Media Office that is used to
televise Village Board meetings, update the Village’s
cable television stations and create informational
videos.
For more information on school field
trips, contact the Village Manager’s
office at 847/933-8210. ■
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Welcome New Skokie Businesses!

The businesses listed below have opened in Skokie from March to August 2019. Please consider shopping or using services locally and contributing to
the Skokie economy, especially during the holidays! Shopping in Skokie provides jobs and is an investment in your neighborhood and community.
Accolade Health Care
Levo Therapeutics
Spirit Halloween
8170 McCormick Boulevard, #209
5215 Old Orchard Road, #965
5465 Touhy Avenue
AK Wellness &
Supplements
4854 Oakton Street
Algos Pain & Spine Center
4711 Golf Road, #1075
Cannabistry Labs
5550 Touhy Avenue, #300
Community Impact
Marketing Group
8001 Lincoln Avenue, #103
Cour Pharmaceutical
Development
8025 Lamon Avenue, #447A
Cubesmart
3526 Oakton Street
Fiesta En Tuxpan Mexican
Grill
4949 Oakton Street
Filam Medical Group, Inc.
9933 Lawler Avenue, #215

Five Below
5411 Touhy Avenue
Florence + Graham Florals
4142 Dempster Street
FroZone Yogurt Shop
4949 Oakton Street
Great Lakes Plumbing &
Heating Company
7400 Kedzie, #102

Love Skin & Beauty
5025 Warren Street

The Drip IV Vitamin Bar
9933 Lawler Avenue, #215

Magic Alterations
8824 Bronx Avenue

Wells Lamont
5215 Old Orchard Road, #650, #725

Midwest Financial
Advisors Group
5250 Old Orchard Road, #350

Yellow Flower Yoga
3421 Church Street

Progress African Foods
4634 Oakton Street
ProHealth Pharmacy
4709 Golf Road, #110

4999 Old Orchard Center
Alicia Mohr
The Hampton Social

RG Prestige Carpets, Inc.
7323 Monticello Avenue

Heartland Health Center
8320 Skokie Boulevard

Rosseto
3714 Jarvis Avenue

Ignite Gaming
8125 Skokie Boulevard

Serenity Home Health
Care, Inc.
3349 Main Street

Kneads and Wants Bakery
8042 Lincoln Avenue

Westfield Old Orchard

Significant Graphics, Inc.
7802 Frontage Road

Loft
Mass VR
North Shore Exchange
Riche Organic ■

Economic Development Update
Sketchbook Brewing Company recently signed
a lease with the owner of the property at 4901
Main Street, Mark McCracken of PS Greetings,
LLC, to establish an expanded production facility
and tap room proximate to Downtown Skokie.
The 14,000-square-foot brewery is anticipated
to open in spring 2020. A 2,000-square-foot tap
room expected to open a few months later.
Amazon Logistics recently leased a new stateof-the-art distribution and manufacturing site at

3601 Howard Street developed by Hillwood developers. Skokie’s prime geographic location with
access to major markets in the City of Chicago
and northern suburbs drew Amazon to lease the
site for a new prototype “last-mile delivery station” logistics facility. Initial-phase operations are
underway and will increase over several months.

in Downtown Skokie has been named as one
of “Chicago’s Best and Brightest Companies to
Work For®” by the National Association for Business Resources. This designartion recognizes
companies that have distinguished themselves as
having the most innovative and thoughtful human
resources approach.

Apple recently opened a new flagship store on the
south end of Westfield Old Orchard The approximately 9,000-square-foot store is nearly double
the size of its previous location. Apple has been
one of Westfield’s busiest retailers since opening
in 2003. The new Apple store features sustainable
building products, a high glass canopy, video
wall and areas set aside for classes and in-store
experiences.

Kneads and Wants Artisan Bakery recently
opened at 8042 Lincoln Avenue in the former
Sweety Pies space. Serving Le Colombe coffee
draft cold brew and lattes, along with a variety of
baked goods made from scratch, Skokie residents
and owners Maria Kozi and Dylan Kafizof are
thrilled to become part of the ever-growing Downtown Skokie restaurant scene.

More Skokie economic development
Vetter Development Services USA, Inc., a globally news can be found at www.skokie.
operating clinical pharmaceutical manufacturing org and on the Shop Local Skokie
facility at the Illinois Science + Technology Park
Facebook page. ■
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Thanksgiving Safety Tips from the Skokie Fire Department

Thanksgiving is the leading day of the year for
home fires involving cooking equipment. The
Skokie Fire Department offers the following
Thanksgiving safety tips that are recommended
by the National Fire Protection Association,
especially if you have children in the home who
want to help:
•

Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking
on the stovetop so that you keep an eye on
the food.

•

Stay in the home when cooking a turkey or
roast and check on it frequently.

•

Keep children at least three feet away from
the stove.

•

Have activities that keep kids out of the
kitchen. Games, puzzles, books, making

place cards, folding napkins or making ‘turkey’ hand pictures can all be done outside
the kitchen to keep little hands busy.

•

Keep the floor clear so that you don’t trip
over kids, toys, pocketbooks or bags.

•

Keep knives out of the reach of children.

•

Be sure cords from an electric knife, mixer,
hot plate, coffee maker or any other appliance are not dangling off the counter within
easy reach of a child.

•

Keep matches and utility lighters out of the
reach of children and up high in a locked
cabinet.

•

Never leave children alone in a room with a
lit candle. Double-check that all candles are

extinguished at the end of the evening or
before leaving he home.

•

Test smoke alarms by pushing the button.

More fire safety tips at www.nfpa.
org/education. ■

Litter Task Force Update
Earlier this year, the Village established a Litter Task Force to examine the
issue of litter in the community. The Task Force’s goals were to identify
the causes of litter, clean up litter, deter littering behavior,
reduce litter and beautify Skokie.

school children and develop a marketing strategy to enhance community
programs that both deters litter and encourages personal responsibility for
litter. The Task Force also initiated a conservation campaign
to reduce the use of straws, bags and napkins that often
become litter. The Village’s “Clean, Green Skokie!”
community-wide, spring litter clean up initiative will
continue, as will the Adopt-A-Street program through which
businesses and community groups can volunteer to clean a
designated thoroughfare at least twice a year.

The Task Force was chaired by Skokie resident Jeffrey
Burman, and included Skokie residents and business
owners, as well as representatives of the Skokie Park
District, Skokie schools and Village staff. After six
meetings, numerous sub-committee meetings and
significant research, the Task Force developed an
action plan that includes plans to establish a baseline
measurement of litter in the community, review Village
codes and ordinances relative to littering and the presence
of litter, provide anti-litter education outreach to Skokie

For more information on Skokie’s AdoptA-Street program or other litter initiatives,
contact the Public Works Department at
847/933-8427 or email info@skokie.org. ■

Shop, Purchase and Dine Locally this Holiday Season - and Always!
Skokie offers a variety of art,
entertainment, dining and retail
options for the holiday season and
throughout the year. Every dollar
spent in Skokie contributes to the
local economy, adding jobs and
revenue to support schools and Village services. Check out new stores
and long-time favorites at Westfield
Old Orchard, Village Crossing,
Downtown Skokie and other shop-

ping areas. Same for dining! You’ll
save gas and time, and make an
important impact on the community.
These festive holiday arrangement containers are
from Marge’s Flowers on
Lincoln Avenue. Follow
the Village’s Shop Local
Skokie Facebook page for
info on Skokie shopping
specials. ■
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Village Board Action

The Village Board recently approved:
A contract with Chicago Trenchless Rehabilitation Systems to clean and televise numerous locations of
the Village’s sanitary sewer system, and to install ‘spot liners’ in existing pipes that only need a small
area of repair. The images taken during the process are reviewed for appropriate future repairs.

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of each
month, except in the case of a
holiday. Meetings begin at 8
p.m. in the Council Chambers of
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street.
Watch Village Board
Meetings live on
SkokieVision Cable
Television (Channel 25 on
RCN systems, Channel 17
on Comcast systems). The
Board Meetings also are
re-broadcast at noon and
8 p.m. on the Thursday,
Saturday and Tuesday
following a Board Meeting.

Upcoming Meetings

Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street
Board of Trustees
November 4, 18
December 2, 16
Appearance Commission
November 13
December 11
Plan Commission
November 7, 21
December 5, 19
Zoning Board of Appeals
November 6, 20
December 4, 18

Several ordinances establishing the Oakton Street/Niles Avenue Tax Increment Financing District (TIF) in
Downtown Skokie, as well as an intergovernmental agreement with School District 69 regarding the new
TIF District. The new TIF allows the Village to induce several transformational developments, including
a brand new Homewood Suites by Hilton Hotel and Conference Center, at an important intersection in
Downtown Skokie on properties that have been vacant, underutilized and declining in value for many
years. Representatives from various taxing jurisdictions voted unanimously to recommend the proposed
TIF District as they found it satisfied the statutory eligibility criteria for a 6.5-acre area in Downtown
Skokie following a presentation by Village of Skokie staff and consultants on the merits and qualification
of the new TIF District. More information on the new TIF is available at www.skokie.org.
An intergovernmental agreement with the Villages of Niles and Morton Grove to improve pedestrian
access along Oakton Street connecting the three neighboring communities. The new agreement outlines
responsibilities for Phase I and II Engineering for a project constructing a multi-use path along the south
side of Oakton Street from Gross Point Road in Skokie to west of Caldwell Avenue. A $90,000 grant from
Cook County will fund the majority of the preliminary and design engineering for the project, with the
balance of the project split evenly among the three communities. Efforts are underway to secure grant
funding for project construction that is expected to begin next year.
A Cook County Class 6b Property Tax Incentive for 8051 Central Park Avenue/3550 Oakton Street in
Skokie’s East Industrial Area. The property has been partially vacant and under-utilized for nearly a
decade. The new site will be home to Chicago Protective Apparel, Inc. (CPAI), 3245 Cleveland Street, a
fourth-generation, family-run business which manufactures personal protective equipment. CPAI plans
to invest a minimum of $3 million in comprehensive interior and exterior building improvements and
site upgrades. Once improvements are complete, the new site will occupy the entire northeast corner of
Oakton Street and Central Park Avenue and expand CPAI’s current 120-person workforce by 30 jobs.
A Design Engineering Services Agreement with Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd., for Phase II
Engineering for the design and installation of bike lanes on Church Street from Old Linder Avenue to
McCormick Boulevard. This project will be funded by federal grants, with construction expected in 2021.
Several ordinances regulating the location and zoning of retail sales of cannabis. The State of Illinois
General Assembly approved the sales of cannabis products for personal use on June 4, 2019, with local
governments given the right to regulate cannabis sale establishments provided that the regulations are
not unreasonable or too restrictive. One new Skokie ordinance establishes a Cannabis Commissioner,
while a second ordinance allows for two cannabis retail sales licenses in stand-alone facilities without
drive-through operations. Applicants for a Skokie cannabis dispensary license, which will be subject to
annual renewal, are required to hold a license from the State of Illinois prior to applying. This ordinance
also restricts the location of cannabis dispensaries in terms of the presence and proximity of children
at schools, parks and other locations. In addition, this ordinance imposes requirements on staffing,
fencing and parking access, restricts retail sales of cannabis to occurring between 10 a.m. and 8 p.m.
and prohibits sale to minors. On-site consumption and product tastings or giveaways also are prohibited.
A third ordinance imposes a three percent tax of gross receipts from cannabis sales, while a fourth
ordinance establishes an initial $20,000 fee for a license to sell retail cannabis, with a $5,000 annual
renewal fee.
A resolution supporting a state-wide ban on flavored e-cigarettes, following a unanimous vote by the
Skokie Board of Health to request that the Village Board take this action in response to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reporting that the use of e-cigarettes is unsafe for kids, teens and
young adults. The CDC further reported that as of late September 2019, a total of 805 cases of serious
respiratory illness and 12 deaths caused by use of e-cigarettes or ‘vaping’. ■
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health

Notes
Health Department Urges Avoiding Vaping – Severe Lung Disease Risk
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration (FDA), and other partners are investigating a
multi state outbreak of severe lung disease associated with e-cigarette
use (vaping). As of mid-September, there had been 52 cases reported in
Illinois. Among these cases, 81 percent were men, with a median age of 22
years. Nearly all have been hospitalized and many have required intensive
care management.
The Skokie Health Department urges people to stop using e-cigarettes
while the investigation is under way, and to avoid buying products off the
street or modifying them in any way.
E-cigarette products should not be used by youth, young adults, pregnant
women, or adults who do not currently use tobacco products. If you
use e-cigarette products, monitor yourself for symptoms (e.g., cough,
shortness of breath, chest pain) and promptly seek medical attention if you

Improve Your Health—Stop Smoking
for Good!
The Skokie Health Department is
offering “Courage to Quit”, a sixweek program designed for ages 21
years and older to quit using nicotine
products.

For more information, call
the Health Department at
847-933-8252. ■

This program has proven success
– people are more likely to quit and
stay smoke-free after participating
in “Courage to Quit.”
Classes will be held Monday
evenings at 7 p.m. at Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, on
November 4, 11. 18 and December
2, 9, 16. There is a $15 fee for the
entire session. Advance registration
is required.

have concerns about your health. Adult smokers who are attempting to quit
should use evidence-based treatments, including counseling and FDAapproved medications. ■

November is National Diabetes
Awareness Month

Diabetes, which causes high blood sugar, can have serious
complications, including heart disease, stroke, kidney disease and
blindness. Many people with diabetes have no symptoms, so anyone age
45 or older should be tested. People younger than 45, including teens
and children, should be tested if they are overweight or have a risk factor:

•
•
•
•

Parent, brother, or sister with diabetes
History of giving birth to a baby weighing more than 9 pounds
History of gestational diabetes (diabetes during pregnancy)
History of being diagnosed with high blood pressure

The Skokie Health Department offers a diabetes test for people who
have not already been diagnosed with diabetes. The test is available by
appointment for Skokie residents or people who work or attend school in
Skokie. There is a $5.00 fee. You must fast for 8 hours prior to the test.
For further information please call: 847/933-8252. ■

Flu Shots for Skokie Public Elementary and Middle School Students
During early to mid-November, the Skokie Health Department will partner
with Advocate Children’s Hospital to offer flu shots for students attending
public elementary and middle schools. Ensuring that students are vaccinated
reduces flu outbreaks in school, missed days from school and missed time
off work to care for sick children, and this program is offered to make it
easier for families to have children vaccinated against the flu.
Parents or guardians must complete a consent form
which will be sent out by your child’s school in order for
your child to receive the free flu shot. Please contact
your child’s school for more information. ■
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Calendar
CPR Schedule
A CPR class will be held on Saturday, November 16
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Skokie Fire Station 17, 8157
Central Park Avenue.
Residents and non-residents: $40 non-refundable
fee. Please call the Skokie Fire Department at
847/982-5340 for program information and
schedule.

Health Happenings

Unless otherwise noted, all clinics are held at the Health
Department, 5127 Oakton Street. Clinics marked with
an (*) require advance registration. Proof of Skokie
residency required for all clinics. For more information
call 847/933-8252.

*** New Clinic Schedules ***
Adult/Child Vaccinations*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays,
November 6 and 20, December 4 and 18 from 5 to 7
p.m. Call for vaccine fees.
Well Child Clinic*
Mondays, November 11 and December 16 from 9
a.m. to noon.
Diabetes Screening*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m. $5 fee.
Adult Hearing Screening*
Fridays, November 15 and December 20 from 9 a.m.
to noon.
Lipid Profile Screening*
(Total Cholesterol, HDL, Triglycerides, LDL,
Cholesterol/HDL Ratio) Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon.
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4
p.m. $15 fee
Blood Pressure Screening*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m.
TB Skin Testing*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to
noon and 2 to 4 p.m. $10 fee.
Lead Screening*
By appointment only. $25 fee.
Courage to Quit*
Six-day session: Mondays, November 4, 11, 18;
December 2, 9 and 16. 7 to 8:30 p.m. $15 fee.

Refuse & Recycling Collection Schedule
Holiday Schedule Week of November 25 - Thanksgiving
Monday and Tuesday collections unchanged. Attempt to collect Thursday and
Friday refuse routes on Wednesday. Thursday recycling routes collected on
Wednesday. Friday recycling unchanged.
Week of December 22 - Christmas
Week of December 30 - New Year’s Day
As both holidays fall on Wednesday, there will be no changes to refuse or
recycling collection schedules during those weeks.
Refuse and recycling collection schedules are subject to
change due to snow or severe winter weather. For more
information please visit www.skokie.org or call the Skokie
Public Works Department at 847/933-8427.

Human Services Activities

Unless otherwise noted, all events are located at Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Call 847/933-8208 for more information or to register. Please note that the Skokie
Human Services Division is now located in Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Senior Health Insurance
Program
Consultations available for new and
existing Medicare beneficiaries to
learn about their health care benefits.
Selected dates, by appointment only.

Humanities Discussion Group
Each Monday at 9:30 a.m. at Oakton
Community Center (holidays
excluded). For more information,
call 847/674-1500, ext. 2700. No
membership required.

Rules of the Road
Review for driver’s exam. Mondays,
November 4 and December 2, 9:15
a.m. to noon.

Family Caregiver Support Group
Please contact Rose Karasti at
847/864-3721 or
rkarasti@nssc.org to attend.
November 26 and December 18 from
10 to 11:30 a.m.

Medicare 101 Presentation
Overview of Medicare benefits.
November 14, 1 p.m., Oakton
Community Center. Call 847/6741500 to register.
Low Vision Support Group
November 12 and December 10 from
1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Skokie Public
Library.
Hearing Loss Support Group
November 18 and December 16 from
1:30 to 3 p.m. at the Skokie Public
Library.
Simple & Living Will/Durable
Power of Attorney
Program for low-income seniors.
Free consultation with fee charged by
attorney if services rendered.
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German is Fun!
This is a group for all German
language speakers, from native
speakers to beginners. Thursdays,
December 5 and 19, 1 to 2:30 p.m.
at Oakton Community Center. No
sessions in November.
Let’s Talk @ Lunch
As a community, we can learn to
talk about racism, not around it.
Bring your lunch, all are welcome!
November 19 and December 17, 12
to 1 p.m. at Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street.

community

Calendar
Skokie Park District

For more information on Park District programs, call 847/674-1500 or visit www.SkokieParks.org.
for times and ticket info.
Dia De Los Muertos
Breakfast with Santa
Winter Program
Devonshire Playhouse,
All Saints Day: Masquerade
This event is for all ages.
Registration Begins
4400 Greenwood Street.
Ball, dinner and dancing
Advance ticket purchase
Online and walk-in
with a mariachi band.
required. $17 to $19 per
registration begins
Free Downtown
$55/couple, $30/person.
person. December 12,
December 15 for Skokie
Holiday Fest
November 1, 6 to 10 p.m.
9:30 to 11 a.m. Oakton
residents, December 22 for
Live reindeer, photos with
Community
Center,
4701
non-residents.
Santa,
elves
and
more!
All Souls Family Day: Free
Oakton
Street.
December
6,
6
to
8
p.m.,
Itty Bitty New Year
face painting, mask making,
sugar skulls, pulque
and more. Movie: Coco.
November 2, 1 to 7 p.m.
Devonshire Cultural Center,
4400 Greenwood Street.

Tarzan: Stage Musical
November 16 to 24.
Visit skokieparks.org/
devonshire-playhouse

Skokie Heritage Museum,
8031 Floral Avenue.

Holiday Fair
Unique, handmade holiday
gifts. December 7, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Weber Leisure
Center, 9300 Weber Park
Place.

Santa’s Hot Line and
Letters from Santa
Surprise your kids with a
phone call or letter from
Santa! Limited area codes.
$5 to $6. Register by
December 8 at skokieparks.
org/santa-in-skokie.

Ring in 2020 at this family
event with a DJ, games,
prizes, crafts, a count down
and balloon drop! December
31, 10 a.m. to noon. $3 to
$17. Tickets at skokieparks.
org/exploratorium. Oakton
Community Center, 4701
Oakton Street.

Ice Skating - Holiday
Public Sessions
Lace up your skates and
hit the ice with the whole
family! The Skatium Ice
Arena offers public skating
sessions once or twice
daily over the holidays.
Visit skokie parks.org/
skatium-ice-arena for days
and times. $5 to $6; skate
rental $3. December 23
through January 4. Skatium
Ice Arena, 9300 Weber Park
Place.

Skokie Public Library For more details, visit www.skokielibrary.info.
Library Closed November
28, December 24 and 25 and
January 1

Words and Music: A History of
Protest Music in America
Sunday, November 10, 3 p.m.

Young Steinway Concert:
Cameron Chiu, Cello and Colin
Song, Piano
Sunday, November 3, 3 p.m.

Brush Pen Calligraphy
Monday, November 11, 6:30 p.m.

Winners Take All: A
Conversation with Anand
Giridharadas
Sunday, November 17, 3 p.m.

How to Declutter, Organize
and Arrange Home Space
Tuesday, December 3, 7 p.m.

Girls Got Game: Talking State
Young Steinway Concert:
with Melissa Isaacson
Sarah Huang, Piano and Noelle Saturday, November 14, 2 p.m.
Naito, Violin
Sunday, December 1, 3 p.m.

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie

Located at 9501 Skokie Boulevard. Visit NorthShoreCenter.org or call 847/673-6300 for info. All performances in the Centre Theatre unless otherwise noted.
North Shore Center’s Feature
Series 2019-20
Jay & the Americans with
Dennis Tufano
Saturday, November 2, 3 and 7:30
p.m.
Broadway wtih the Callaways
Saturday, December 14, 8 p.m.

Chicago Tap Theatre - Tidings
of Tap!
Sunday, December 15, 3 p.m.
Salt Creek Ballet’s The
Nutcracker
Saturday, December 21, 1 and 5
p.m.
Sunday, December 22, 2 p.m.
North Shore Center’s
YOUTHEATRE Series 2019-20
Rosie Revere, Engineer &
Friends
Tuesday, November 5, 10 a.m.
and 12 p.m.

Chicago Philharmonic
presents
Reunion: Beethoven 3
Sunday, November 17, 3 p.m.

Innovation Nation - Live!
Thursday, November 21, 10 a.m.
and 12 p.m.

Skokie Valley Symphony
Orchestra presents
American Tribute
Sunday, November 24, 2 p.m.
Music of the Baroque
presents
Bach & the Italians
Sunday, November 24, 7:30 p.m.

Northlight Theatre presents
The Wickhams: Christmas at
Pemberley
Ivan Amodei’s Secrets &
In the Northlight Theatre
Illusions
November 7 through December 15 Saturday, November 30, 7:30 p.m.
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Boomers and Beyond - November 7
On Thursday, November 7, 2019, the Village of Skokie Human Services Division and the Commission on Family Services will join the Skokie Park District and other partners in hosting the
Boomers and Beyond community resource fair at Oakton Community Center, 4701 Oakton
Street. The free event is from 9 a.m. to noon. Details at www.skokie.org or call the
Office of Human Services at 847/933-8208. ■

