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Census 2020!

Village and Community Partners Focus on Obtaining a Complete Count
The Village is supporting the Census 2020 effort to “Count Everyone Once, Only
Once, and in the Right Place” by focusing its efforts on historically hard-tocount populations that were identified by Skokie-specific data from previous
censuses: renters, low-income persons, young children, senior citizens,
“Millennials”, ethnic minorities and non-English
speakers. It is hoped that parents of school-aged
children, day care centers, health clinics serving
low-income populations, renters and patrons at
the Niles Township Food Pantry, English Language
Learners Center and Skokie Public Library will
participate.
Census results affect Skokie’s voice in
government, how much of $675 billion in federal
funding Skokie receives for the next 10 years and how we plan for the future
of the community. By completing the census form, you help Skokie create
jobs, provide housing, prepare for emergencies and build schools, roads
and hospitals. Census results determine the number of seats Illinois gets in
Congress, and State and local officials use census counts to draw boundaries
for congressional, State legislative and school districts.
Skokie residents will receive a letter of invitation by mail to fill out the census
questionnaire online or by phone in early March 2020. This will be the
first census in which everyone in Skokie will need to report using the internet or
a phone. The Village and our community partners will set up computer stations

for residents without computer access. These stations will be set up at Skokie
Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street and at the Skokie Public Library, 5215 Oakton
Street. Additional public-use stations will be announced at www.skokie.org and
in the next edition of NewSkokie.
The census will not ask about the citizenship of
people living at Skokie addresses, but will ask
about the following:
Population Count (number of people living or
staying): This question is asked to collect an
accurate count of the number of people at each
address on Census Day, April 1, 2020.
Any additional people living or staying: The goal
is to count people once, only once, and in the
right place according to where they live on Census Day.
Owner/renter: This information is used to create statistics about homeownership
and renters.
Phone number: This is needed in case the Census Bureau needs to contact
you for official Census Bureau business. The census does not share phone
numbers.
The 2020 Census is easy. The questions are simple. For
more information, please email info@skokie.org or visit
www.skokie.org. ■

Collective Resource Offers Food Scrap Recycling
At the December 16, 2019 Village Board meeting, Village officials approved a five-year franchise agreement
for a residential and commercial food scrap collection
program that, beginning January 1, 2020, will be offered
to Skokie residents by Collective Resource of Evanston.

Skokie residents who subscribe to the new service will
receive a lidded, lined five-gallon bucket or 32-gallon
toter cart for separated food scraps. Customers will select
weekly, biweekly or monthly collection. After collection,
the food scrap is transported to a commercial composting
facility. The service fee varies depending on container
size and collection frequency, with the franchise agreement securing a 35 percent rate reduction for Skokie residents. For example, customers will pay $27 per month for
weekly collection of a five-gallon bucket of food scraps, a
35 percent discount from the regular $42 rate. An average
family of four generates 37 pounds of food scrap each
week that could be composted instead of sent to a landfill.
For more information visit www.skokie.org
or call Skokie Public Works at 847-933-8427. ■
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Coming Together 2020 - Journeys to Niles Township
Many people in Skokie and all over Niles
Township have great stories to tell about how they
or their family got here. Stories range from recent
immigration to fleeing oppression to making a
choice to raise their family in a diverse community.
These important stories are at the center to our
cultures, families and all that we celebrate. For
the past decade, Coming Together has explored
some of the cultures present in Skokie and Niles
Township.
The 2020 Coming Together theme explores
something all Skokie residents have in common:
our journeys to Niles Township.
The annual Coming Together celebration begins
in late January and continues for several months.
The initiative centers on literature, with an
abundance of special events involving food, arts,
entertainment, education and more taking place
over several months and in numerous locations in
Skokie and throughout Niles Township.
The Opening Ceremony:
Journeys to Niles Township
Sunday, January 26, 2020, 1 p.m.
Niles West High School

Journeys to Niles Township
Poetry Jam
Wednesday, February 26, 2020, 7 to
8:30 p.m.
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street, Skokie
All ages are invited to attend this
free event to read their original
poem about their “Journey to Niles
Township”. No notes, props or
costumes, please.
Hosted by the Skokie Fine Arts
Commission

for young readers include Other Words for Home
by Jasmine Warga, The Undefeated by Kwame
Alexander, illustrated by Kadir Nelson. The Day
You Begin by Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated by
Rafael Lopez and more.
Coming Together is presented to the community
by the Village of Skokie, Skokie Public Library,
Niles Township High School District 219,
Oakton Community College and numerous other
community partners.
A full schedule of Coming Together
2020 events will be released soon at
www.comingtogether.in. ■

~ Light refreshments will be served ~
5701 West Oakton Street
This event is free and open to the public.
The 2020 Coming Together literature picks include
American Like Me: Reflections on Life Between
Cultures by America Ferrera and They Called Us
Enemy by George Takei, Justin Eisinger, Steven
Scott, and Harmony Becker for adults. Selections

Jeffrey Hoeflich Appointed Fire Chief and Matthew Brandmeyer
Appointed Community Development Director
Congratulations, Gentlemen!
At the Village Board meeting on Monday, December 16,
2019, Interim Fire Chief Jeffrey Hoeflich (pictured at right)
was sworn in as the Village’s new Fire Chief.
Hoeflich joined the Skokie Fire Department in 1986.
“He has served the Village with distinction,” said Village
Manager John Lockerby. During this 33-year tenure with
the Village, Hoeflich has progressed through the ranks of
Lieutenant and Captain.
Prior to serving as Interim Chief, he served for ten years
as the Training Officer for the Skokie Fire Department and
also as a Battalion Chief. Hoeflich and his wife Christine
are excited about entering this new chapter of their lives
and are in the process of looking for a residence in Skokie.
“During the past year while serving as Interim Fire Chief,
Jeff has shown outstanding leadership,” said Lockerby.
“His dedication to best practices in public safety will
benefit the community as he leads an outstanding
team of firefighters in protecting the Village each and
every day." ■
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In November 2019, Village Manager John Lockerby
appointed Matt Brandmeyer (pictured below) as Skokie’s
new Community Development Director. Brandmeyer
was hired after a national search. His extensive local
government experience includes nearly 10 years
as the Planning and Development Administrator for
Madison County, Illinois, as well as private development
experience with the Koman Group in St. Louis, Missouri.
For many years, he was the Director of Planning for the
City of Creve Coeur and Project Planner for the City of
Chesterfield, both in the St. Louis area. Brandmeyer
earned a Master of Urban Planning and Real Estate
Development degree from St. Louis University. He
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree with a focus on political
science from Southern Illinois University and also has
earned numerous professional certifications.
“I am pleased to have an individual with Matt’s
experience, professionalism and educational background
joining the Village’s team as Community Development
Director,” said Lockerby. ■
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November 10, 2019 Skokie Community Forum - Skokie Residents
Help Shape the Future of the Community
On November 10, 2019, nearly
90 Skokie residents participated
in the Village of Skokie’s second
Community Forum that was held
at Skokie Police Headquarters.
The first Skokie Community Forum
was held on November 2, 2014 at
Oakton Community College.
At the November 2019 Skokie
Community Forum, residents
participated in small-group
discussions responding to three
questions:

•

Why did you choose to live in
Skokie and why do you stay?”

•

“What do we need to do
individually and collectively
to maintain and strengthen
the things that we value about
living in Skokie?

•

For the third question
participants selected a topic
from question 2 and answered,
“What do you need to do and
what does the Village need to
do in order for the idea you
have chosen to become a
reality?”

Residents cited numerous reasons
for living in Skokie, including:

•
•
•
•

Affordability
Diversity
Location
Services provided by the

Village of Skokie, Skokie Park
District and Skokie Public
Library.

•
•
•

Safety
Quality of schools
Transportation

Many more reasons were
mentioned, too, including a number
of residents who grew up in Skokie
and returned to raise their families
in the community.
Communication, economic
development, environmental
sustainability, government, public
safety and numerous other topics
were discussed in detail when
groups considered how to maintain
and strengthen what they value
about the community. From these
discussions, a number of topics
were then explored in depth,
including:

•
•
•
•
•

Caring for Aging Populations

•

Encouraging Youth
Involvement

•
•

Enhanced Communication

Conservation/Green Initiatives
Crime Prevention
Property Standards
Encouraging, Supporting and
Enhancing the Local Economy

Enhanced Public
Transportation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Walking and Biking Trails
Neighbor Relations
Transparency
Maintaining Services
Promoting Diversity
Promoting Social Services
Taxes and Schools

A summary report is available
at www.skokie.org that includes
information on a number of
programs already in progress
to address many of the issues
discussed at the forum.
With the summary report now
compiled, Village officials and
staff will carefully and thoughtfully
review all of the ideas and
suggestions expressed throughout
the evening. From there, priorities
will develop. While not all ideas
will become action items, they
all will be considered, with some
serving to shape new programs and

modifications to existing Village
programs and services. Updates
to the Skokie Community Forum
summary report will be posted at
www.skokie.org.
The Skokie Community Forum is
another in a series of community
outreach programs hosted by
the Village of Skokie, including
the 2016 and 2018 Community
Spaghetti Dinners, public safety
and Downtown Skokie open
houses, information booths at the
annual Skokie Festival of Cultures
and Skokie’s Backlot Bash and
more. Plans are underway for new
community outreach programs in
2020.
To stay current on Village
programs and services,
visit www.skokie.org and
subscribe to SkokieNews
email updates. ■
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Village Utilizes High-Tech Road Assesment Tool
In summer 2019, the Village of Skokie hired RoadBotics, an industry leader
in road assessments, to conduct an assessment of Skokie’s streets. During
the assessment, a RoadBotics certified operations technician drove all 145
miles of Skokie’s road network using a passenger vehicle equipped with a

windshield-mounted smartphone. RoadBotics used the collected video and
cutting-edge machine learning technology to identify road surface damage.
The Skokie Public Works Department is analyzing the results to prioritize
street segments for repair, resurfacing or replacement. The Village last
conducted a Village-wide assessment of pavement conditions in 2012, and
utilized Village staff to conduct the review. Contracting with RoadBotics
allows the Village to benefit from RoadBotics’s objective and consistent
artificial intelligence. For the past several years, the Village has resurfaced at least seven miles of streets each year, in addition to resurfacing
projects on Dempster Street and other state- and county-owned roads
that are resurfaced and repaired by those agencies. For more information
about street resurfacing, visit https://www.skokie.org/269/ConstructionProjects. ■

Apply to Serve on a Village Advisory Board or Commission
The Village of Skokie has a long, proud history of participatory government. All Skokie residents are invited to apply
to serve on one of the Village’s 18 advisory boards and
commissions. To apply, complete the application to the
right, which also is available at www.skokie.org and may be
submitted online. Most advisory boards and commissions
meet once a month, with many taking a few months off in
the summer. The length of commission terms varies, with
most ranging from one to three years. At present, the
Village’s advisory boards and commissions includes:
Appearance Commission
Beautification & Improvement Commission
Board of Fire and Police Commissioners
Board of Health
Commission on Family Services
Consumer Affairs Commission
Economic Development Commission
Ethics Commission
Fine Arts Commission
Human Relations Commission
Plan Commission
Performing Arts Center Board
Public Arts Advisory Committee
Public Safety Commission
Telecommunications & Technology Commission
Sustainable Environmental Advisory Commission
Zoning Board of Appeals
Completed applications should submitted
online or returned to Mayor George Van
Dusen, Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton
Street, Skokie, Illinois, 60077. ■
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2020 Holiday Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection Info
Please clip and save this guide to collection schedules for refuse, recycling and yard waste during 2020 holiday weeks.
New Year’s Day, January 1 - No changes to collection schedules.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, January 20 - Monday collection on
Tuesday; Tuesday collection on Wednesday; Thursday and Friday remain
unchanged. Recycling collection unchanged.
Presidents’ Day, February 17 - Monday collection on Tuesday;
Tuesday collection on Wednesday; Thursday and Friday remain unchanged. Recycling collection unchanged.
Memorial Day, May 25 - Monday collection on Tuesday; Tuesday
collection on Wednesday; Thursday and Friday remain unchanged. Yard
waste is collected on Saturday.
Independence Day, July 4 (week of June 29) - Monday and
Tuesday collections remain unchanged; Thursday and Friday collections attempted to be completed on Thursday. Yard waste collection on
Wednesday

Labor Day, September 7 - Monday collection on Tuesday; Tuesday
collection on Wednesday; Thursday and Friday remain unchanged. Yard
waste is collected on Saturday.
Thanksgiving, November 26 and 27 (week of November 23)
- Monday and Tuesday collections remain unchanged; Thursday and
Friday collections attempted to be completed on Wednesday. Thursday recycling collections on Wednesday; Friday recycling collections
unchanged.
Christmas Day, December 25 (week of December 21) - Monday
and Tuesday collections remain unchanged; Thursday collection on
Wednesday; Friday collection on Thursday.
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2021 (week of December 28) Monday and Tuesday collections remain unchanged; Thursday collection
on Wednesday; Friday collection on Thursday.
For up-to-date information, including schedule
changes due to weather emergencies, visit
www.skokie.org. ■

Cops with Kids
On Sunday, December 8, 2019, the Skokie Police Department held the
annual “Cops with Kids” program at Walmart Supercenter in Skokie.
Skokie Fraternal Order of Police Lodge #68 raised more than $14,000 so
that 73 students, who were selected by their school principal or teacher,
could each receive a $100 gift card to shop with one of Skokie’s finest
for toys, gifts and, sometimes, household necessities. Walmart, a major
program partner, provides generous support that includes dedicating the
store’s break room for the children and their families to enjoy lunch and
wrap gifts when the shopping concludes.

This year, the Cops with Kids initiative was organized by Community
Service Officer Ameer Khan along with Police Officers Steve Bush and
Mike Jaworski. All Skokie Police Department officers participate as
volunteers in the program.

This year, fourth-grader
Mario told Village staff
that his teacher told him
he was selected for the
program because he
“works so hard all year.”
The program provides
students with friendly
contact with a police
officer and the event is
a joyous occasion for
all involved. Numerous
Walmart shoppers stopped
by the check-in table,
staffed by family members
of Skokie police officers,
to express their support
for the program, with
many giving on-the-spot
program donations.

Skokie Police Officer Rich
Wilken helps fourth-graders Erick and Mario select
video games before enjoying pizza with their family
members and Skokie police
officers. (left photo)

Congratulations, Skokie Police Department, for
putting smiles on the faces of so many Skokie
children, and for all that you do to keep the
community safe! ■

Deputy Police Chief Paul
Weinman, donning an
official Skokie Police
Department Santa hat,
helps a young lady select
a few fun items for her
room, including a plush
reading chair and a classic
“Operation” game. The cart
also included a few gifts for
her family members! (right
photo)
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Congratulations to Commander
Timothy Gramins
Congratulations to Skokie Police
Sergeant Timothy Gramins who
was recently promoted to the rank
of Commander. Gramins joined
the Skokie Police Department in
1995, and was promoted to the rank
of Sergeant in 2013. For the past
several years, he served as Special

Operations Sergeant for Programs
and Planning, with his duties
including managing the Intelligence
and Crime Analysis Units. In
summer 2016, under his direction,
Skokie Police Department staff
employed predictive analytics to
provide valuable information about a
string of car burglaries occurring in
Skokie and throughout the suburban
Chicago area.
Gramins holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree from Marquette University,
and in 2015, graduated from
the Northwestern University
Center for Public Safety. He has
received numerous awards and
commendations, including the
Skokie Police Department’s Chiefs
Award of Valor and National
Association of Police Organization’s
Top Cop Award in 2009. ■

Javier Montoya Receives Village
Scholarship
To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Council-Manager form
of Government in 2007, the Village Board established the Excellence in
Professional Government Management Scholarship at Oakton Community College. Skokie resident Javier Montoya, pictured with Mayor
George Van Dusen, received the 2019 scholarship. A Niles West graduate studying criminology, Montoya decided he wanted to be a police officer after participating in a ride-along with a Skokie police officer during
a school job shadow program. “I was very impressed with Skokie Police
Headquarters, and how involved the police officers are with community
events,” said Montoya.
Applications for 2020-2021 scholarships will be accepted through March 31, 2020 at oakton.academicworks.com. ■

Economic Development Spotlight: The BLVD on Skokie Boulevard
Construction activity is well underway at The
BLVD, located at 8025 Skokie Boulevard just
north of Oakton Street across from the Oakton
Street Yellow Line Station. Northfield Group,
LTD is the developer of this mixed-use, petfriendly elevator building which will feature
40 two-bedroom, two-bathroom luxury rental
units as well as 2,600 square feet of ground
floor commercial/retail space. The BLVD
is expected to welcome residents in spring
2021. The apartments will have high-end
modern finishes and offer energy-efficient
appliances, lighting, and HVAC systems and
will be served by parking contained within the
building for residents and guests. Residences
at the BLVD will be larger than most new rental
units and range in size from 1,100 square feet
to 1,400 square feet. The rental units will have
balconies or terraces as well as access to a
rooftop deck which will offer views of the Chicago
skyline.

6

owns numerous and distinctive mixed-use
residential and commercial projects throughout Chicagoland.

Over the past six months, numerous construction
milestones have taken place at the site. The foundation and subterranean level were completed,
and placement of the parking deck is currently
underway. Depending on winter weather conditions, vertical construction will likely end soon
and resume when conditions allow in February or
March. Northfield Group, LTD has developed and
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The BLVD development represents a continuation of the new projects underway in
the commercial corridor east of Downtown
Skokie bounded by Skokie Boulevard, Oakton and Main Streets. In fall 2018, the very
successful Ignite Gaming e-sports opened on
Skokie Boulevard, following many new offices
and service businesses on Main Street west
of Skokie Boulevard and exciting new and
established retail offerings on the north side
of Oakton Street east of Skokie Boulevard,
including Duron Studio Photography, Diana’s
Bridal, Progress African Foods and Hummingbird
Upscale Retail.
For updates, visit www.skokie.org,
Business and Economic Development page. ■
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Skokie Police Department Communications Update
There are numerous ways that Skokie citizens
and business owners can both communicate
with the Skokie Police Department and also
obtain public safety information. If a citizen
observes something suspicious taking place, the
Skokie Police Department encourages citizens to
immediately dial 9-1-1. Citizens also can contact
the Skokie Police Department at 847/982-5900
for non-emergencies.
In addition, the Village of Skokie has a 24-hour,
anonymous Crime Tip Hotline to allow citizens
to report suspicious circumstances or criminal
activity. Citizens with information about a crime,
suspicious persons or activities, or the whereabouts of a wanted suspect can call the Crime
Tip Hotline at 847/933-TIPS (8477) 24-hours a
day and leave a message with information that
could assist the police with their investigations.
Tips can be left anonymously, and all Crime Tip
Hotline calls are confidential. The Skokie Police
Department encourages callers to leave a name
and phone number in the event investigators
need additional information.

There are a variety of ways the Skokie Police
Department and citizens share information:
•

Facebook: @ skokiepolice

•

Twitter: @ skokiepolice

•

www.skokiepolice.org

•

Online police reporting - accessed via
www.skokiepolice.org in the File a Police
Report tab.

•

CODERED Alert System

•

NIXLE

•

Neighbors by Ring

•

Email: police@skokie.org

•

Crime Tip Hotline at 847/933-TIPS (8477)
24-hours a day

•

Text-a-Tip (Text “Skokie and tip to 847411).

•

E-mail: tips@skokie.org

•

TIP 411 (Online Tip, tip411.com

The Skokie Police Department encourages
citizens to report suspicious behavior and
situations, such as an unattended backpack in
a public place or someone trying to break into
a restricted area, rather than beliefs, thoughts,
ideas, expressions, associations or speech unrelated to terrorism or other criminal activity. ■

Holiday Light Recycling
Skokie Public Works will once again participate in the Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County’s holiday light recycling program held
in partnership with Elgin Recycling. Through January 31, 2020, strands of
holiday lights may be dropped off at the Skokie Public Works Department
main entrance at 9050 Gross Point Road. Please look for the collection
container inside the lobby. Public Works is open Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ■

February is Restaurant Month!
Each day during February, which is Chicago
North Shore Restaurant Month, the Village’s
Shop Local Skokie Facebook page will feature a
shout-out to a different Skokie restaurant each
day. We’ll travel north, south, east and west
throughout Skokie and will try to mention a lot
of community favorites, some newcomers, hot
spots for breakfast, don’t-miss dinner destinations and both quick-serve and places to linger
after a meal.

Do you have a special place or two
that you want to make sure get a
nod on Shop Local Skokie during
Restaurant Month? Please email
your suggestions to info@skokie.
org, and include why the restaurant
is among your Skokie favorites. Be
sure to like Shop Local Skokie on
Facebook. ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:
The 2019 Property Tax Levy Ordinance requesting a tax levy of $15,456,695, representing the 29th
consecutive year that the Village Board has adopted a property tax levy that is equal to the Village’s 1990
property tax levy. In 1990, the Village’s portion of an average property tax bill was approximately 15.2
percent. By contrast, in 2019, the Village’s portion of an average property tax bill is 6.4 percent.

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of each
month, except in the case of a
holiday. Meetings begin at 8
p.m. in the Council Chambers of
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street.
Watch Village Board
Meetings live on
SkokieVision Cable
Television (Channel 25 on
RCN systems, Channel 17
on Comcast systems). The
Board Meetings also are
re-broadcast at noon and
8 p.m. on the Thursday,
Saturday and Tuesday
following a Board Meeting.

Upcoming Meetings

Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street
Board of Trustees
January 6, 21
February 3, 18
Appearance Commission
January 8, 22
February 12, 26
Plan Commission
January 2, 16
February 6, 20
Zoning Board of Appeals
January 15
February 5, 19

A $43,000 grant under the Village’s Commercial Corridor Storefront Enhancement Program for Sweet
Basil Cafe that recently opened at the Hampton Inn & Suites, 5203 Old Orchard Road to fill a more than
three-year restaurant vacancy at the property.
An intergovernmental agreement with the State of Illinois Office of Healthcare and Family Services to
preserve the Village’s ability to participate in the Ground Emergency Medical Transportation program
that, beginning in 2020, is expected to provide additional funds to municipalities for the operational costs
of transporting and treating patients covered by Medicaid.
A proprietary purchase of 16 complete sets of fire safety gear from W.S. Darley & Company, Itasca,
Illinois. Fire safety gear is an integral and necessary component of personal protective equipment work
by Skokie firefighters. Based on industry standards, the equipment should be replaced every five to
seven years due to exposure to heat, smoke and other elements.
An emergency medical services mutual aid agreement with the Cities of Des Plaines and Park Ridge, the
Villages of Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Mount Prospect and Niles, and the North Maine Fire Protection
District, to ensure a common set of guidelines for providing emergency medical services and transport
for patients when assistance from a neighboring community is necessary.
A proprietary purchase of auto pulse compression devices utilized for cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR). These mechanical devices assist with CPR performance by maintaining consistent and effective
chest compressions through the duration of resuscitative efforts and, thus, improving patient outcomes.
This purchase was approved and funded by the Foreign Fire Insurance Board that administers monies
from a tax imposed on fire insurance policies written by insurance companies headquartered outside of
the State of Illinois. One device was purchased for each of the Skokie Fire Department’s ambulances.
Purchase of 2,400 tons of bulk rock salt through the State of Illinois Joint Purchasing Program. The
amount purchased is based on the Village’s average historical usage during the winter season. In
addition, the Village exercised a one-year option to renew with Cargill, the lowest responsible bidder
selected through the state purchasing cooperative, who is charging $69.22 per ton this year and is
guaranteeing a maximum 10 percent increase over the next year which is still expected to be well under
future market cost increases.
A resolution declaring December 2, 2019 as Habeeb Quadri Day in the Village of Skokie. Chicago Muslim
Community Center (MCC) Academy Superintendent Habeeb Quadri was recently selected to receive the
National Distinguished Principal award by the National Association of Elementary School Principals.
Quadri is one of five private school leaders selected to receive the award, and is the first leader from an
Islamic school to receive the honor. The MCC Academy, located in Skokie, was founded in 1989 and
Quadri took over as principal in 2002.
Numerous appointments to Village advisory boards and commissions, including Michael Lynk’s
reappointment as Appearance Commission Chairman; the reappointments of Will Evans as Chairman
and Beryl Rabinowitz as Vice-Chairman of the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners and the
appointment of Judy Schutz to the Fine Arts Commission. For more information on serving on one of the
Village’s 18 advisory boards and commissions, visit https://www.skokie.org/820/Serve-on-a-VillageAdvisory-Board.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to attend Village Board meetings or watch
on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or channel 17 (Comcast). ■
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February is Children’s Dental Health Month
Children’s teeth are meant to last a lifetime and a healthy
smile is important to a child’s self-esteem. With proper
care, a balanced diet and regular dental visits their teeth
can remain healthy and strong. Families who do not have
dental insurance may think that their children will not be
able to see a dentist. This is not true! Skokie is fortunate
to have two Federally Qualified Health Centers that offer
dental care for children:

•

Kids, Big Smiles” dental clinics. The clinic also offers
dental visits to adults without dental insurance. Please call
847-983-1400 for more information.

•

Erie Evanston/Skokie Family Health Center located at
1285 Hartrey Street in Evanston, 847/666-3494.

Both centers offer state-of- the-art dental care for children
and adults. Call for hours and to schedule an appointment
today! ■

Asian Human Services Family Health Center located
at 8800 Lockwood Avenue in Skokie, offers “Little

Life is Better with Clean Hands – Make Handwashing A Healthy Habit
Handwashing is easy, and it’s one of the best ways to protect yourself and
your family from getting sick. Clean hands can stop germs from spreading
from one person to another and throughout an entire community—from
your home and workplace to childcare facilities and hospitals. Most people
don’t wash their hands for long enough – a quick rinse under the tap will
not get rid of the germs. Follow these five steps to make sure your hands
are clean every time:

•
•

Wet your hands with running water.

•

Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds (Hum the “Happy Birthday”
song from beginning to end twice).

•
•

Rinse your hands well.

Lather your hands with the soap, including the backs of your hands,
between your fingers, and under your nails.

Dry your hands using a clean towel.

If soap and water are not available, you can use an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. However, sanitizers do not get
rid of all types of germs, especially when hands are dirty or greasy.

For more information on proper handwashing please
visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at:
www.cdc.gov/handwashing/ ■

Used Needle and Syringe Disposal Program
Did you know that the Health Department accepts used needles and
syringes? The Skokie Health Department participates in a needle (“sharps”)
disposal program sponsored by the Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook
County (SWANCC). Residents who regularly dispose of used needles and
syringes are able to obtain a sturdy, puncture resistant box from the Health
Department, and can return it for appropriate disposal when it is full.
Used needles and syringes can be dropped off at the Skokie Health
Department, 5127 Oakton Street, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call the Health Department at
847-933-8252. ■
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CPR Schedule

Refuse & Recycling Collection

A CPR class will be held on Saturdays, January 18
and February 15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Skokie Fire
Station 17, 8157 Central Park Avenue.

Holiday Schedule - Weeks of January 20, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day and February 17, Presidents Day:
• Monday collections on Tuesday; Tuesday collections on Wednesday.
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged.
Refuse and recycling collection schedules are subject to
change due to snow or severe winter weather. For more
information please visit www.skokie.org or call the Skokie
Public Works Department at 847/933-8427. See complete
2020 holiday refuse, recycling and yard waste collection
schedule on page five.

Residents and non-residents: $40 non-refundable
fee. Please call the Skokie Fire Department at
847/982-5340 for program information and
schedule.

Health Happenings
Unless otherwise noted, all clinics are held at the Health
Department, 5127 Oakton Street. Clinics marked with
an (*) require advance registration. Proof of Skokie
residency required for all clinics. For more information
call 847/933-8252.

*** New Clinic Schedules ***
Adult/Child Vaccinations*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays,
January 15, February 5 and 19 from 5 to 7 p.m. Call for
vaccine fees.
Diabetes Screening*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m. $5 fee.

Human Services Activities
Unless otherwise noted, all events are located at Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Call 847/933-8208 for more information or to register. Please note that the Skokie
Human Services Division is now located in Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Senior Health Insurance
Program
Consultations available for new and
existing Medicare beneficiaries to
learn about their health care benefits.
Selected dates, by appointment only.
Rules of the Road
Review for driver’s exam. Mondays,
February 3, 9:15 a.m. to noon.

Lipid Profile Screening*
(Total Cholesterol, HDL, Triglycerides, LDL,
Cholesterol/HDL Ratio) Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon.
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4
p.m. $15 fee

Medicare 101 Presentation
Overview of Medicare benefits.
February 20, 1 p.m., Oakton
Community Center. Call 847/6741500 to register.

Blood Pressure Screening*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 9 a.m. to noon and 2 to 4 p.m.

Low Vision Support Group
January 14 and February 11 from 1:30
to 3 p.m. at the Skokie Public Library.

TB Skin Testing*
Mondays from 9 a.m. to noon. Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to
noon and 2 to 4 p.m. $10 fee.

Hearing Loss Support
Group
January 21 and February 18 from 1 to
2:30 p.m.

Lead Screening*
By appointment only. $25 fee.

Humanities Discussion
Group
Each Monday at 9:30 a.m. at Oakton
Community Center (holidays
excluded). For more information,
call 847/674-1500, ext. 2700. No
membership required.
Family Caregiver Support
Group
Hosted by North Shore Senior
Centerfor those caring for an
older adult, including spouse,
partner, parent, etc. Please contact
Erica Goble, Caregiver Specialist
Supervisor to attend and confirm
meeting dates at 847/424-5660 or
egoble@nssc.org. January 22 and
February 26 from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

German is Fun!
This is a group for all German
language speakers, from native
speakers to beginners. Thursdays,
Simple & Living Will/Durable January 2 and 16, February 6 and 20,
1 to 2:30 p.m. at Oakton Community
Power of Attorney
Center. No sessions in November.
Program for low-income seniors.
Call for details. Qualified resdients
Let’s Talk @ Lunch
will be placed on a waiting list,
As a community, we can learn to talk
as at least eight people must be
about racism, not around it. Bring
interested to schedule the program.
your lunch, all are welcome! January
Free consultation with fee charged by 20 and February 10, 12 to 1 p.m.
attorney if services rendered.
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Skokie Park District

For more information on Park District programs, call 847/674-1500 or visit www.SkokieParks.org.
snow and ice games,
Fitness First
golf, circus, day trips,
Princess Ball
snowshoeing, a cozy chili
Discount: January
camping and canoeing.
The whole family will dress
dinner, dessert, a campfire
Jump Start
January 22, 6 to 7 p.m.
up in their finest ballroom
and more! Admission $7; $9
New members! Sign up
Oakton Community Center,
attire to dine and dance
to $14 with chili. February
in January and pay no
4701 Oakton Street. Online
the night away, with every
8 and 9, 4 to 8 p.m. Emily
initiation fee. Fitness First
and walk-in summer camp
princess dancing and
Oaks Nature Center, 4650
health club, Weber Leisure
registration for Skokie
taking photos with Disney
Brummel Street.
Center, 9300 Weber Park
residents begins on January princesses. $17 to $19,
Place.
26 at noon.
pre-registration required.
Spring Figure
February 8, 5 to 7 p.m.
Skating Registration
Summer Camp Open Spring Hockey
Oakton Community Center,
Registration
for Skokie Residents
House 2020
4701 Oakton Street.
Begins February 3. Walk in
Begins February 11. Walk in
Meet camp directors and
compare programs and
fees. Includes art, theatre,
nature, dance, swimming,
sports, music, preschool,

and at SkokieParks.org.

Winter Chilly Fest
Enjoy outdoor ice skating,
weather permitting, along
with glittering lights,

and at SkokieParks.org.

Spring Programs
Registration for
Skokie Residents
Begins February 15,
8:30 a.m. Walk in and at
SkokieParks.org
Devonshire
Playhouse Presents:
The Rimers of
Eldritch
Murder mystery theatre
production. $14 to $15.
Tickets at skokieparks.org/
devonshire-playhouse.
Devonshire Playhouse,
4400 Greenwood Avenue.

Skokie Public Library For more details, visit www.skokielibrary.info.
Closed on January 1
Young Steinway
Concert: Claire
Metcalf, Violin and
Brandon Zhang,
Piano
Sunday, January 5, 3 p.m.

Alloy Horn Quartet
Sunday, January 12, 3 p.m.
Chicago’s Lost
Restaurants
Thursday, January 16, 7
p.m.
Armenian Music of
Remembrance: The

150th Anniversary of
Komitas
Sunday, January 26, 3 p.m.
Young Steinway
Concert: Alexis Boe,
Piano and Anike
Veda, Flute
Sunday, February 2, 3 p.m.

Text in Textiles:
Quilting in the Black
Aesthetic Tradition
Tuesday, February 4, 7 p.m.

Painting a Brighter
Future for All of Us
Thursday, February 20, 7
p.m.

Guitarist Andreas
Kapsalis
Sunday, February 9, 3 p.m.

Celebrating
Cuban-American
Composers: Paquito
D’Rivera
Sunday, February 23, 3 p.m.

Changing the Odds:

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie

9501 Skokie Boulevard. Visit NorthShoreCenter.org or call 847/673-6300 for info. All performances in the Centre Theatre unless otherwise noted.
Elvis Tribute Artist
The Capitol Steps- The
Rival Divas
Spectacular
Lyin’ Kings
Sunday, February 23, 7:30 p.m
January 22 to 26, times vary
Thursday, January 16, 7:30 p.m.
YOUTHEATRE Series
National Ballet Theatre
of Odessa: Ukraine Swan
Lake
Tuesday, January 21, 7:30 p.m.

Giordano Dance Chicago
Saturday, February 1, 7:30 p.m.

Giordano Dance Chicago
Jazz Dance Beat
Thursday, January 30, 10 a.m.

Happy Together - Michael
and Angela Ingersoll Sing
Songs You Know by Heart
Saturday, February 15, 8 p.m.
EMIN Live!
Saturday, February 22, 7 p.m.

Piff the Magic Dragon
Friday, February 28, 8 p.m.

How a Boy Falls
In the Northlight Theatre
January 23 through March 1
Music of the Baroque
presents: Alison Balsam
Plays Mozart
Sunday, January 26, 7:30 p.m

Mike Wiley’s Breach of
Peace
Thursday, February 6, 10 a.m. and
12 p.m.
Muntu Dance Theatre
Thursday, February 13, 10 a.m.
Golden Dragon Acrobats
Tuesday, February 25 and
Wednesday, February 26, 10 a.m.
and 12 p.m.
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Skokie Neighbor Profiles At the November 10, 2019 Skokie Community Forum, numerous comments were made about
fostering good neighbor relationships, and how doing so strengthens neighborhoods. Among
the suggestions made at the forum was the idea to collect and publish stories of good neighbors,
those who have remarkable stories and make a difference on their block, in their neighborhood
and in the community. This suggestion has been communicated to the Village by other residents
in recent months.
In response, the Village will soon launch a Skokie Neighbor Profiles series that will appear in upcoming editions of NewSkokie and SkokieNews, and profiles also will be posted in a new section
of the Village web site. Who in your neighborhood is ‘a neighbor to know’? Is there an unofficial
‘mayor’ of your block? How do they contribute to a stronger sense of community, to helping others? How will their story inspire others in the community?
Please consider nominating someone you know in the community who you think has a unique,
inspiring story and who would want to be highlighted as an example for others. Nominations
should include your name, address, email address and telephone number, and the same information for the person being nominated along with a brief paragraph of no more than six sentences
on why they are being nominated.
Please send nominations to info@skokie.org or mail to Village of
Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois, 60077, Attention Marketing
Division. ■

Keep in Touch!

Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Stop by the Village booth at the Skokie Festival of Cultures and Skokie’s Backlot Bash

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

