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Message to the Community from Mayor George Van Dusen

With Gratitude to First Responders, All Village Staff, Community Partners and Skokie Residents
As I write this letter to the community, I am keenly aware of the many
uncertainties facing all of us, our community, the country and the entire
world. What I know for certain, though, is that this, too, shall pass, and that
our community is gaining strength and resilience from this difficult time. Here
are some other things that I know for certain right now:
Skokie’s first responders, and all Village staff, are
functioning as a cohesive, hard-working team to
continue serving the community. In addition to Fire and Police
responding fearlessly to emergency calls, our Public Works crews continue
to collect refuse, make emergency infrastructure repairs and more. The
Health Department staff, including Health Director Dr. Catherine Counard,
work tirelessly on the Village’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. All other
Village departments are involved in this response, and many staff members
are working seven days a week to provide the necessary services to the
community as this situation develops. The Village’s Office of Human Services
is leading a team of Village staff from all departments who call hundreds of
Skokie senior citizens each week to check in on them and see if they need
assistance. I am proud of all Village employees and am grateful for their
hard work to serve all of us, our families, Skokie businesses and the entire
community.
Skokie’s community spirit is stronger than ever, as
is evidenced by the enthusiastic response to the Skokie Spirit Shines
Through web page that is now filled with photos and messages of hope,
encouragement and support from your Skokie neighbors. In addition to
creating wonderful posters and messages of support, Skokie residents have

Skokie Spirit From the McMahon Family

gone out of their way to care for their neighbors and to show gratitude to
all essential workers. This makes me grateful and proud of our community.
Many Skokie restaurants are sending meals to Skokie’s first responders and
front-line staff at area hospitals. See more information and some photos and
messages showing our great Skokie Spirit on page 11.
Skokie continues to be a caring community, having
responded generously to the Skokie Community Foundation’s Skokie Spirit
Shines Through fund raising campaign. At press time, in less than a month
after its launch, the fund had reached nearly $40,000, thanks to a $10,000
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At press time, we have just learned that the State of Illinois stay-at-home order is extended to May 30, but many
unknowns remain about community programs and events
that make the Village of Skokie such a wonderful place to
live – the always meaningful Memorial Day observance,
the popular Skokie Farmers’ Market, the Fourth of July
festivities and more.
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While we have provided the very best information
available rnow, we encourage you to stay up to date on
program changes and developments. Please be sure to:

•

Visit the Village website, www.skokie.
org, often. Most important news items are found

in the “Featured Announcements” section in the
middle of the home page.
While on the home page of the Village
website, be sure to click on these important tabs:

•

Subscribe Latest SkokieNews tab to sign up for the
SkokieNews email newsletter or to make sure your
email is up to date. The Village’s email newsletter,
SkokieNews, provides important information and
Village news sent directly to your email. During the
COVID-19 crisis, SkokieNews is usually issued on
Tuesday and Friday afternoons. During non-
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Notes
A Message from Mayor George Van Dusen (continued)
initial gift from the Foundation, a $15,000 pledge from NorthShore
University HealthSystems and numerous donations from the community.
Please visit www.skokiecommunityfoundation.org for details. Funds raised
through this effort will be given to the Village’s Office of Human Services to
assist our Skokie neighbors in need during this difficult time.
Skokie residents have stepped
up and done what’s asked of
them, including following both the
state-wide stay-at-home order issued by
Governor Pritzker that continues through
the end of May and my mid-April order
requiring the use of cloth face coverings
when out in stores and other public places.
I know this isn’t easy for all of us, but it’s
necessary for the health of everyone in our
community, our state and our country.
Skokie businesses are working
hard to keep the local economy
going. Many Skokie businesses, including grocery stores, pharmacies,
restaurants, hardware stores and other essential businesses remain
open to serve the community. Many of these family-owned, independent
businesses have quickly adjusted their practices to take online orders,
provide delivery and curbside pick-up services, special hours for senior
citizens and more. The Village’s website, www.skokie.org, features a list of
all Skokie businesses that remain open, their hours, whether they deliver
or offer curb side pickup and details on special shopping hours for senior
citizens. Please help keep our businesses going during this difficult time.
Be sure to thank the store clerks, people delivering food and packages to
your homes and others who continue to provide services.

responded to requests for emergency meetings and adjusted to virtual
meetings. Our federal, state and county legislators have been in close
touch and are working hard for our community and to assist our local
efforts. NorthShore University HealthSytstems has proven to be a most
valuable partner in protecting our community. Numerous other partners,
including the Skokie school districts,
Skokie Public Library, Skokie Park
District, Skokie Chamber of Commerce,
Chicago’s North Shore Convention &
Visitors Bureau, Solid Waste Agency of
Northern Cook County, Niles Township
and the Niles Township Food Pantry
and so many more are making valuable
contributions to the community
response. We are all stronger together.
If you’ve not already done so,
please take time to respond
to the 2020 Census. More than
ever, we need to make sure that Skokie has an accurate count to receive
important funds that will be needed after the COVID-19 crisis. Respond to
the Census at my2020census.gov.
Even in the face of so much uncertainty, I also am certain that we will
all get through this together, and our community will be stronger for the
experience. Let’s all watch how Skokie’s Spirit continues to Shine Through!
I wish you and your family continued good health and good cheer. Please
take care.
Sincerely,

Skokie’s many community partners have pulled
together during this crisis. The Village Board members quickly

How to Stay in the Know During This Uncertain Time (continued)
Emergency messages also are broadcast on the Village of Skokie radio
station, 1660 AM Skokie. For years, the Village has encouraged residents
to have a battery-powered, AM/FM radio as part of their emergency kits.
An emergency message with COVID-19 information aired during April
and was still being aired at press time. During non-emergency times,
• CodeRED Alerts tab for additional information on/to sign up for
emergency preparedness information such as how to stock an emergency
CodeRED or to make sure your phone number is up to date in the
kit, what to do in a power outage, etc., airs on 1660 AM Skokie. Finally,
Village’s CodeRED emergency database. Through the CodeRED
system, the Village can send out automated telephone, text and email cable subscribers can find information on SkokieVision cable channels 17
messages quickly and efficiently in the event of an emergency. Please (Comcast system) and 25 (RCN system).
be sure to add your email address, and your cell phone number, too.
Be sure to visit the websites of the Village’s community
See the expanded Skokie Health Department COVID-19 web page for more partners, too, including NorthShore University Healthinformation on the number of cases in Skokie, charts showing the ages
Systems, Skokie Park District, Skokie Public Library,
and gender breakdown of those who have become ill, COVID-19 symptoms Skokie Chamber of Commerce and Niles Township
and health resources, links to instruction on how to make a cloth face cov- Food Pantry to stay up to date on their programs and
ering, a list of frequently asked questions and numerous other important
community services. ■
resources that are updated regularly.
emergency times, the electronic newsletter is typically issued once
or twice a month. The Village currently has over 23,000 SkokieNews
subscribers, and the list is growing!
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COVID-19 Information

Please see www.skokie.org for extensive information
about COVID-19 and links to numerous other important
resources. The site is updated daily.
Skokie Health Department staff, with assistance from all other Village
departments and divisions, continues to work hard on Skokie’s COVID-19
response. Each day, Skokie Health Department
staff are in contact with the Illinois Department
of Public Health (IDPH) and Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). An
inter-disciplinary, internal team of Village
department and division managers meets
regularly to review information updates
and plan the Village’s continued COVID-19
response.

Symptoms may appear two to 14 days after exposure. According to the
CDC, recent evidence indicates that up to 25 percent of people with
COVID-19 infection may not have symptoms and can still spread the
disease. It is very important that you stay home, even if you feel well.
Information on Cloth Face Coverings

In mid-April, a Village of Skokie Emergency
Directive required all individuals living,
working or visiting in Skokie to use a cloth
face covering such as a cloth mask, scarf
or bandana over their nose and mouth
while working at or patronizing a business
open to the public, such as grocery stores,
restaurants, hardware and building supply
stores, financial institutions, laundry services
At press time, there have been 419 cases in
and pharmacies in Skokie. The directive
the community with 16 deaths of residents
includes rideshare drivers and patrons and
ranging in age from their 30s to 80s. More
curbside or home-delivery staff. Cloth face
Medical Reserve Corps member and volunteer
than 60 people have been hospitalized and
coverings should not be placed on young
Dr. William Werner speaks with Skokie residents
249 people have recovered from the illness.
children under age two, anyone unable to
affected by COVID-19.
All appropriate control measures are being
remove the mask without assistance. A similar
taken, including contacting individuals who might have been exposed.
directive is now state-wide by order of Governor Pritzker.
Special thanks to the 14 members of the Village’s Medical Reserve Corps
Face coverings are not necessary for these instances:
who have been volunteering in the Village’s Health Department each
• Outdoor activity such as walking, running, biking or other solitary
day since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. Their assistance has
physical while practicing social or physical distancing.
been of tremendous value, as has the strong partnership and support of
NorthShore University HealthSystems and countless other community
• Riding in a personal vehicle
agencies.
• When drinking or eating
What to Do if You Are Sick
• When alone or with household members in a separate single space
If you have symptoms, you might have COVID-19 and should please call
• When doing so poses great health, safety or security risk
the NorthShore University HealthSystem community health hot line at
The Village of Skokie expects residents, visitors and workers to comply.
847/432-5849 to be screened for a COVID-19 test.
Please also continue to practice good handwashing hygiene and
Reported illnesses have ranged from mild symptoms to severe illness and
appropriate physical distancing. Please see www.skokie.org for a list of
death. Symptoms can include loss or decrease in the sense of smell or
local resources to obtain cloth face coverings, as well as links to videos
taste, fever with a temperature of 100 degrees or higher, cough, congestion,
demonstrating how to make one from materials generally found at home
runny nose, sore throat, shortness of breath and flu-like body aches.
with or without a sewing machine.
If you do not have a physician, please contact one of Skokie’s partner
For more information about COVID-19 visit
healthcare agencies serving uninsured and underinsured Skokie residents.
www.skokie.org. ■
Visit www.skokie.org for a full list.

Online and Phone Services Available During Village Hall Closure
In compliance with the State of Illinois stay-at-home order, Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, and Skokie Public Works, 9050 Gross Point
Road, will remain closed until further notice.
The Village encourages patrons to conduct Village business online or over
the telephone. Essential Fire, Police, 9-1-1 dispatch and Public Works
services are operating as normal.
Village Hall staff continue to provide the high level of service to which the
community is accustomed, but with limited face-to-face interaction. Many

Village services can be completed online via the Village’s website at www.
skokie.org and requests can be submitted by emailing info@skokie.org or
through the Access Skokie mobile app. To download the app, search for
“Access Skokie” in your app store.
See www.skokie.org for a detailed list of online Village
services. For general Village Hall service questions,
please call 847/673-0500. ■
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It’s Construction Season!
Construction projects are considered essential
services, and to date, are allowed to proceed during
the COVID-19 pandemic with social distancing and
other safety requirements for construction staff.

Concrete Street Patching
Timetable: June-August
A new program will replace deteriorated pavement at
various locations throughout the Village.

Overview of 2020 Village Construction
Projects
Thank you in advance to Skokie residents for their
patience with these important improvement projects.

IDOT Resurfacing Projects
Timetable: Summer
IDOT has multiple resurfacing projects scheduled
for 2020. These include Golf Road, Lincoln Avenue,
McCormick Boulevard, and the completion of Niles
Center Road.

Residential Street Resurfacing
Timetable: April-August
The Village will resurface five and a half miles of
residential streets at various locations throughout
the Village. Other projects will increase the total
resurfacing in the Village to seven miles.
CDBG High Priority Patching
Timetable: September
The Village will utilize Community Development
Block Grant funds to perform full-width patching of
eligible streets.
Water Main Rehabilitation
Timetable: April-July
The Village will replace water mains in several locations including Lincoln Avenue (Cleveland Avenue
to Brown Street), Brown Street (Floral Avenue to
Lincoln Avenue), Keeler Avenue (Dempster Street to
Church Street), Kildare Avenue (Cleveland Street to
Main Street), and Monticello Avenue (Oakton Street
to Cleveland Street).
Green Alley Improvements
Timetable: Fall
The Village has received funding to install green
alleys in three locations within the Village. Design
will be completed this spring and construction is
scheduled for the fall.
Sewer Improvements
Timetable: Spring-Summer
Sewer point repairs throughout the Village are
included with the water project. The Village also has
an annual sewer cleaning program which improves
sewer flow and identifies future needs.
Sidewalk Improvement Project
Timetable: Spring-Summer
This program replaces broken sections of sidewalk.
Concrete street patching and the replacement of
broken curb are included with this project. The main
area of work will be north of Church Street.
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IDOT Intersection Improvements
Timetable: 2020-2021
IDOT will be improving the intersections at Skokie
Boulevard/Dempster Street, Niles Center Road/
Dempster Street, and Niles Center Road/ Skokie
Boulevard. Improvements will include right turn
lanes, signal modernization and resurfacing.
IDOT Bridge Improvements
Timetable: Summer
IDOT will repair the Church Street Bridge that goes
over the Edens Expressway.
NICOR Gas Main Replacement
Timetable: Summer
NICOR is working on plans for the construction of a
transmission main generally on Keeney Street. The
restoration will include street resurfacing along the
route.

Bike Trail Improvements
Timetable: Various
Maintenance on the Sculpture Park Bike Trail and
additions to the Old Orchard Path will occur this
summer.
Summary of 2019 Completed
Construction Projects
Residential Street Resurfacing
Resurfacing of over seven miles of residential streets
within the Village was completed.
Water Main Improvements
Water mains in several areas were replaced. The
locations include Brummel Street (Frontage Road
to Long Avenue), Lunt Avenue (Laramie Avenue to
Lavergne Avenue), Keating Avenue (Oakton Street to
Cleveland Street), Cleveland Street (Skokie Boulevard to Keating Avenue) and Keeney Street (Skokie
Boulevard to Keating Avenue).
Sewer Rehabilitation
Sewer lining repairs and sewer point repairs were
completed throughout the Village. The Village
also has an annual sewer cleaning program which
improves sewer flow and identifies future needs.
High-Priority Patching Program
This project included full-width patching throughout
the Village.

NICOR Updates
Timetable: Summer
NICOR is continuing to upgrade residential service
lines throughout the Village.

Morton Grove/ Niles Transmission
Main
The completion of the street and parkway restoration
along the water main route.

Lincolnwood Transmission Main
Timetable: Spring
The Village of Lincolnwood will construct a transmission water main along Oakton Street and Hamlin
Avenue.

IDOT Street Resurfacing
IDOT had three projects in 2019. These included
Touhy Avenue (Lincoln Avenue to Lawndale Avenue),
Dempster Street (West Village limits to Bronx
Avenue), and Niles Center Road (Touhy Avenue to
Church Street). The Niles Center Road project will
wrap up in 2020.

Traffic Signal Improvements
Timetable: Fall
The traffic signal at Main Street and Niles Center
Road will be modernized. This work also includes
improvements for the adjacent bike trail.
Sewer Improvements
Timetable: Various
Sewer lining repairs throughout the Village.

For more information about 2020
construction season projects
throughout the Village of Skokie,
visit www.skokie.org or call the
Public Works Engineering Division
at 847/933-8231. ■
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Vehicle Sticker Sales Begin June 1 with Online and Mail Service;
Display Deadline Extended to November 30
Vehicle sticker sales for the 2020-2021 season are scheduled to begin
on June 1, 2020.
Given the changing situation surrounding the spread
of COVID-19 and social distancing measures in place,
residents should plan to purchase their vehicle
sticker online or by mail. The deadline to purchase
and display vehicle stickers has been extended to
November 30, 2020.

Residents are strongly encouraged to renew via
internet or mail. Even in the event that Village Hall re-opens by
June 1, some social distancing measures are likely to remain in place.
As such, residents should avoid purchasing in person at Village Hall
in order to protect themselves and others. Completed vehicle sticker
applications and payments also may be placed in the drop box outside
the west side of Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, directly next to the U.S.
mail box.

Mail renewal forms will reach Skokie homes in late May. Internet sales
will also begin on June 1 and a $5 discount will be offered for online
renewals through the extended deadline of November 30.

Please continue to check www.skokie.org for updated
information on the impact of COVID-19 on vehicle
sticker sales and other Village services. ■

2020 Census - Show Your Skokie Spirit and Respond Now!
Thanks to the thousands of Skokie households that have already responded to the 2020 Census by phone, on their computers or phones!

activities will incorporate the most current guidance from authorities to
ensure the health and safety of Census Bureau staff and the public.

Getting an accurate count of every person who lives Skokie is important
to our community because it shapes the next 10 years for schools when
their doors reopen, programs that help small businesses, access to
health care, better roads and transit service, and funding for the services
that keep Skokie safe and prepared. For those of you who haven’t, the
most important thing you can do is self-respond online at my2020Census.gov, by phone at 1-844-330-2020, on by mail using the paper copy
that you received in your mailbox.

If you do not want a census taker to come to your
home, you must respond to the 2020 Census on your
own. One way or another, you must respond. If you know
anyone who needs language assistance, the questionnaire is available
online and by phone in Arabic, Chinese (online in simplified Chinese and
by phone in Mandarin and Cantonese), French, Haitian Creole, Japanese,
Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese.

Every household is required by law to respond to the census. In light of
COVID-19, responding now will minimize the need for the Census Bureau
to send census takers out into our neighborhoods to follow-up. In-person

We all need to keep showing our Skokie Spirit and
respond to the 2020 Census! Visit www.census.gov
for more information. ■

Skokie Farmers’ Market

Memorial Day Observance Info

At press time, the 2020 Skokie Farmers’ Market will
begin as scheduled on Sunday, June 7, with changes
to how customers will be able to shop at the market, in
accordance with guidelines from the Illinois Department
of Health. The Market is scheduled every Sunday from
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. through November 1 in the west
parking lot of Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.

The Village’s 2020 Memorial Day observance will
be live on the Village’s YouTube channel, www.
youtube.com/user/TheVillageofSkokie/videos
and the Skokie Police Department Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/skokiepolice on Monday, May 25 at 11 a.m. The observance will be
rebroadcast on the Village’s cable and YouTube
channels.

For information updates, visit www.
skokie.org or the Skokie Farmers’ Market
Facebook page. ■

Due to extension of the state-wide stay-at-home
order through May 30th, residents may not gather
in person for the Memorial Day observance, but
all are encouraged to join remotely to honor our
fallen heroes of the Armed Forces.
Visit www.skokie.org for updates. ■
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Community Development Block Grants
The Village of Skokie recently conducted a series of public hearings in an
open and competitive application process to determine its Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) projects for Program Year 2019-20.
The Village receives CDBG funds from the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD) each year to use for a variety of capital
improvements, housing rehabilitation, and social services that principally
benefit low/moderate-income Skokie residents. The program is designed
to primarily fund capital improvements and rehabilitation activities.
The entitlement grant amount for Program Year 2020-21 is $615,368. The
Village will also re-program $50,000 in grant funds that have not been
spent from previously completed projects and $8,335 in program income
from homes sold in the past year that were previously improved through
the Village’s Home Improvement Program. The total budget is estimated
to be $673,703. The maximum funding distribution allowed for public
services is 15% of the total budget. Construction projects will be allocated
70% of the total budget.

Construction projects will include the Village’s Home Improvement
Program, street resurfacing, the 50/50 sidewalk replacement grant
program, and other buildings and homes owned by not-for-profit
organizations assisting Skokie’s most vulnerable residents with their daily
needs.
Public services will include a contribution toward one of the Village’s
social worker position, plus funding supporting staff costs for
organizations providing services such as financial counseling, dental
care, home-delivered meals, mental health counseling, substance abuse
counseling, child abuse counseling, youth services, senior services, and
renter counseling.
For further information about the CDBG program and a
complete description of budgeted activity, please visit
https://www.skokie.org/218/Community-DevelopmentBlock-Grant-CDBG or contact Planner/CDBG
Administrator Carrie Haberstich at 847/933-8447. ■

From the Skokie Fire Department
It’s outdoor fire season, and here is
important information from the Village
Code regarding open burning within the
Village of Skokie:
It shall be unlawful to burn or cause the
burning at any location within the Village,
of any paper, cardboard, leaves, twigs,
branches, wood, grass, grass clippings,
landscape waste, or other combustible
materials of any nature whatsoever,
except the following:

•
•

•

Burning is permitted in an outdoor fireplace or cooking unit, only if:
•

The fuel used is charcoal, propane
gas, dry, seasoned firewood or com- •
mercial fire logs; and

•

The fireplace or cooking unit is
raised above ground level; and
The fireplace or cooking unit, is constructed of noncombustible brick,
stone, or metal materials, and is
commercially designed for outdoor
fire or cooking and is maintained is
good working order; and
The fireplace or cooking unit, if
moveable, is placed on a noncombustible surface during use and is
maintained at a safe and reasonable
distance from any combustible
material; and
The fireplace or cooking unit is
directly attended by and under the
supervision of an adult, at all times
during use; and

Curbside Food Scrap Composting Program Available
Did you know that food scraps and other organics make
up 30% of the waste stream? Choosing to compost this
material instead of sending to a landfill is an easy step to
help the environment.
Skokie is proud to partner with Collective Resource, a
compost and food scrap pickup service that collects all
food waste and compostable products from homes, businesses, and institutions and takes them to a commercial
composting site. The food scraps are turned into a nutrient-rich soil amendment instead of creating greenhouse
gasses from sitting in a landfill. A clean, empty bucket is
swapped with the bucket left for pickup. Rates start as low
as $20.50 per month for biweekly pickup.
For more information on the program and
to sign-up, please visit
https://collectiveresource.us/compostingin-evanston-skokie/. ■

The fire shall be entirely extinguished prior to leaving the fireplace
or cooking unit unattended.

For more summer fire prevention tips, please visit
www.skokie.org ■
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Skokie Police Achieve Reaccreditation

Earlier this year, the Law Enforcement Accreditation Council unanimously recognized
the Skokie Police Department for renewal of
full accreditation at the Tier I level. According
to a letter from the Council to Skokie Police
Chief Anthony Scarpelli, the accreditation is,
“...evidence and recognition of the highest
level of professional police service provision to the community by the leadership and
personnel of the Skokie Police Department.
It also is a positive reflection of the commitment of the leadership in Skokie to continue
to increase the quality of life in the community
by supporting policing services.”

designation as a Flagship Agency in both
2007 and 2010.

The rigorous reaccreditation process examined the department’s compliance with 67
professional standards, and no deficiencies
were identified. The reaccreditation process
also included review of the department’s
policies and procedures, a department tour
that recognized the numerous environmentally progressive features at Skokie Police
Headquarters, interviews with Skokie Police
Department personnel, a public comment
Mayor Van Dusen, Police Chief Anthony Scarpelli,
phone session, inspection and audit of the
Village Manager John Lockerby and other department department’s evidence system and more.
respresentatives receive the reaccreditation award.
The department was initially accredited through
According to the final report, “The strengths
the Illinois Law Enforcement Accreditation
of the Skokie Police Department are its chief with his intimate knowledge
Program (ILEAP) in January 2012, and reaccredited in December 2015.
of the department, a high level of professionalism in command ranks, and
The Department was accredited by the Commission on Accreditation for
headquarters building...SPD is a bright star in law enforcement.” ■
Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA) from 1988 through 2013, with

Congratulations to Skokie Police Sergeant Kevin Kruswicki

In January 2020, Kevin Kruswicki was promoted
to the rank of Sergeant with the Skokie Police
Department. Kruswicki began his career with the
department in 2000, after serving as a United
States Marine Corps Security Force Officer
during the Bosnian conflict from 1993 to 1997.
He attended South Suburban College in South
Holland, Illinois and continues online studies at Western Illinois University to complete a
Bachelors Degree in Criminal Justice in coming
months.

Kruswicki has served on the Tactical Intervention
Unit, Special Enforcement Team, Crime Prevention Unit, regional task force teams and in other
specialized positions.
He has received numerous commendations for
outstanding performance of duty for investigative skills, placing his safety at risk to evacuate
a burning building, exceptional teamwork and
more, and has received many letters of thanks
from Skokie residents and business owners. ■

Illinois Firearms Restraining Order Law Information
“Red flag laws” allow family members, household members and law
enforcement to work with courts to temporarily remove guns and prevent
the purchase of new guns by individuals who pose a significant risk to
themselves or others. These laws are civil orders, not criminal, and are
based on observable behavior only, not a mental health diagnosis.

members, including spouses, parents, siblings, children, step-children, or
roommates, as well as law enforcement.

Emergency Firearms Restraining Orders can be issued for up to 14
days, and can be extended up to six months. They are available to family

Illinois at www.speakforsafetyil.org. ■

To support the implementation of the law, Speak for Safety Illinois has
begun a public education campaign to educate stakeholders about the law.
A major component of this campaign is focused on engaging community
Illinois is one of 17 states with a “Red Flag Law” or “Extreme Risk Protection stakeholders so they understand and can spread the word about the law.
Order” (ERPO). The law is known in Illinois as the Firearms Restraining
If you or someone you know is interested in more information or training
Order (FRO). If someone you know is experiencing a crisis and is in danger about the law please contact Peter@ICHV.org (Chicagoland and Northern
of harming themselves or others, a FRO may be an essential first step in
Illinois) and Tami@ICHV.org (Central and Southern Illinois).
preventing harm by removing firearms from their possession.
For more information about FRO visit Speak for Safety
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Village Board Action

The Village Board recently approved:
A Declaration of Emergency Affecting Public Health Resolution due to the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic
that provides the Village Board and Village Manager with authorization to respond quickly to combat any
risk to public health and safety, to protect property and to provide emergency assistance.

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of
each month. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
May 4, 18
June 1, 15
See article to the lower
right regarding Village
Board meetings being held
electronically until further
notice and for details on
how to submit comments
on published agenda items
or for the public comment
portion of each meeting.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
Until further notice meetings
of all Village advisory
boards and commissions are
canceled. Please see www.
skokie.org for updates and
for an application to serve on
a Village advisory board or
commission.

An annual agreement with the Village’s Geographic Information System (GIS) service provider, Municipal
GIS Partners, Inc., that provides services to a consortium of over 35 municipal members and continues
to be a cost-effective approach to GIS procurement. The Village’s GIS continues to assist Village
operations, and in the past year, helped map and analyze water main replacement priorities.
An Amended & Restated Police Assistance Agreement with the North Regional Major Crimes Task Force
(NORTAF), to which Skokie has belonged since the group’s inception in 1997. NORTAF participation
provides mutual aid support during times when a qualifying police emergency/investigation exceeds an
agency’s capabilities. Skokie is one of 12 area NORTAF members, and the group is an essential asset to
the Village and region.
A contract for financial auditing services with Lauterbach and Amen, LLP, a licensed firm of certified
public accountants to audit the Village’s financial statements for fiscal years 2020 and 2021. The contract
was awarded subsequent to a competitive proposal process. The purpose of the annual audit is to assure
the public and regulatory agencies that the Village is appropriately accounting for financial transactions
according to established government accounting standards.
A contract with Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc., for construction engineering services to oversee the
Village of Lincolnwood transmission main project that will affect nearly two miles of Skokie streets with
multiple active work zones at any time. The Village of Lincolnwood is funding this contract in full.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Village Board Meetings Held Electronically
Until further notice, Skokie Village Board meetings
will be held electronically to comply with the State
of Illinois Stay-At-Home order. Skokie residents are
encouraged to watch live on SkokieVision Cable
Television (Channel 25 on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or at www.skokie.org.
Meetings are rebroadcast during the weeks between
meetings.
Members of the public who wish to comment on
a published agenda or to comment during public
comments must submit their statement or question
in writing to the Village Manager’s Office no later
than by noon (12 p.m.) on the day of the scheduled
meeting.
All properly submitted statements or questions will
be presented and read during the relevant portion of
the meeting.

There are three ways to submit comments:

•

Email to citizencomments@skokie.org

•

Mail to Village of Skokie, Village Manager’s
Office, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois,
60077

•

Via the Village’s drop box located by the public
entry to Village Hall

Please visit www.skokie.org where
information will be posted on changes
to the current status of electronic
Village Board meetings as well as
updates on the status of Village
advisory boards and commission
meetings. ■
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2019 Water Quality Report Now Online
Skokie is pleased to report that the Village’s drinking water meets all
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) requirements. To view the complete
2019 Annual Water Quality Report and learn more about Skokie’s drinking
water quality, please visit:
www.skokie.org/2019waterreport.pdf.
For more information or to obtain a paper copy of the
2019 Water Quality Report for the Village of Skokie,
please call the Skokie Environmental Health Division at
847/933-8484 or email info@skokie.org. ■

Skokie Fourth of July Plans Pending
At this time, the Skokie 4th of July
Parade Committee continues to plan
for the Independence Day parade that
traditionally takes place on July 4 at
noon through Downtown Skokie.

Volunteers are needed to help make
the parade a huge success. Your
participation as a volunteer will be
greatly appreciated. It’s a blast. To
learn more about what it means to be
a volunteer and to sign up, visit www.
skokie4th.org

Plans also are pending for Skokie’s
traditional evening celebration of music,
picnicking and fireworks at Niles West
High School on July 4.
More information on both
the Fourth of July Parade
and fireworks celebration,
or alternate plans for a
community celebration, will
be announced as soon as
possible at www.skokieparks.
org and www.skokie.org. ■

Information from Public Works - Temporary Service Changes and
Memorial Day Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection
Service Notes and Temporary Changes in Place Until
Further Notice
Please ensure that ALL refuse is bagged, securely tied and stored in refuse
carts with the lids closed.
Only bulk items that cannot be held are being collected at this time.
Otherwise, please store until the stay-at-home order ends.
Large collections, such as move outs and construction debris, are not
being collected. Private disposal will have to be arranged.
Only refuse carts that are missing or have damaged bodies are being
repaired or replaced. All other requests are on hold.
The Village has been notified that the Simple Recycling textile recycling
pick up service is suspended until further notice.
Yard waste will continue to be collected on Thursdays and Fridays with
refuse until further notice. This is expected to go back to Wednesdays in
mid- to late May. Schedule changes will be posted at www.skokie.org.

Skokie Holiday Refuse and Recycling Collection
Week of May 25 (Memorial Day)
Monday collection on Tuesday, Tuesday collection on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday collection unchanged.
Holiday Yard Waste Collection
Week of May 25 (Memorial Day)
Yard waste collection will take place on Thursday and Friday along with
refuse collections. It is expected that yard waste collection will revert to
the usual Wednesday schedule during mid- to late May except during
holiday weeks. Changes will be publicized at www.skokie.org and in
editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s electronic newsletter. Calling to
schedule a yard waste pick up is no longer necessary.
For more information on the Village’s refuse, recycling
and yard waste programs, please visit www.skokie.
org or contact the Skokie Public Works Department at
847/933-8427. ■

Large amounts of yard waste require private disposal.
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Downtown Skokie Economic Development Update
Throughout the COVID-19 stay-at-home order, construction projects
continue in Downtown Skokie. At the Illinois Science + Technology
Park, a new, modern exterior was recently completed at 8030 Lamon.
This property, which is 146,000 square feet in size, will be able to
accommodate new or expanding tenants at the park. Other than the 8030
Lamon property, all other buildings at the
park are fully occupied, employing 1,650
workers.
The Sketchbook Brewing project
continues to move forward at 4901 Main
Street. The brewery owners are anticipating
that beer production will be underway
in late spring. Phase I has included a
complete gut rehab of an approximately
14,000-square-foot industrial space to
accommodate the tanks, water lines,
distillery and taproom infrastructure
along with the grain silo now located on
the east side of the building. Phase II will
complete the taproom event space and patio
portion of the project designed by Could
Be Architecture by late summer/early fall.
Skokie residents can support the Village’s
first brewery through the Sketchbook
Community Supported Brewery (CSB)
program. Visit www.sketchbookbrewing for
information on joining.

size. Sales continue at a brisk pace at this excellent residential, walkable
location along the 8122 to 8150 Lincoln Avenue as well as units on Floral
Avenue.
Skokie’s newest boutique elevator condominium mixed-use building,
called 8039, on Elmwood Avenue, is now under construction. 8039
will consist of eight condominiums
and approximately 2,300 square feet of
ground-floor commercial space. Units at
8039 are currently for sale and range from
1,200 square feet to larger penthouse units
over 2,000 square feet in size. A four-unit
town home project under construction at
8163 Lincoln also will feature 1,050 square
feet of ground-floor commercial space.
These units will be available for pre-sale
soon. All of these projects should be
substantially complete by the end of the
year.

The current national uncertainty over
COVID-19 is making it necessary to extend
the time line for constructing the 8000
The silo allows Sketchbook to receive fresh malt in bulk
North development on Oakton Street
which eliminates some 2,400 empty bags from going
at Lincoln Avenue. The Village has been
to landfill and over 100 truck deliveries annually.
informed by the developer that while
construction work on the garage portion
of the building will continue through summer 2020, the construction time
line for the remainder of the project will be extended.
Four residential projects continue to be constructed in Downtown Skokie. The 8000 North development team recently expanded to include a
The first new apartment project to be built in Skokie in over 50 years
partnership with Murphy Development Group which will bring additional
continues to make significant progress. The BLVD located at 8025
financial strength and construction expertise to the project. The entire
Skokie Boulevard will be comprised of 42 luxury, two-bedroom, two-bath 8000 North team remains committed to this project that will bring
apartments and ground-floor commercial space. The building will provide 153 luxury residential rental units and new retail space to Downtown
on-site garage parking for residents and guests, a rooftop deck and other Skokie, both of which will be important components of the community’s
modern features.
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Project updates will be posted at
Luxury on Lincoln, a multi-phase town home development recently
welcomed its first residents. This 16-unit project consists of customizable
luxury town home residences ranging from 2,500 to 3,000 square feet in

www.8000north.com.

For more information about economic development
throughout the Village, visit www.skokie.org. ■

2020 Skokie Festival of Cultures Rescheduled to May 2021
Due to the lingering danger posed by COVID-19, and the extension of the
State of Illinois stay-at-home order through May 30, Skokie Park District officials have canceled the 2020 Skokie Festival of Cultures scheduled for late
May. The Skokie Festival of Cultures would have celebrated its 30th annual
event this year. That celebration will now be held May 22 and 23, 2021.
View the “We Are Skokie” video, filmed at the 2017
Skokie Festival of Cultures, at www.skokie.org. For
more information on status of Skokie Park District programs and facilities, visit www.skokieparks.org. ■
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Skokie Spirit Shines Through!
Skokie’s great community spirit is stronger than ever!
In late March, the Village launched the Skokie Spirit Shines Through
campaign to show the strength of our community spirit during this
challenging time. The Skokie Spirit Shines Through page at www.skokie.
org now features more than 100 photos
and messages from Skokie residents
and businesses showing their hope,
encouragement and community support.
The Skokie Community Foundation has
launched a new Skokie Spirit Shines
Through fund raising campaign! See www.
skokiecommunityfoundation.org for details
on how you can support the campaign. Funds
raised through this effort are being used to
assist our Skokie neighbors in need during this difficult time. If you need
assistance, contact the Human Services staff at 847/933-8208 or visit www.
skokie.org. The Village is grateful to the Skokie Community Foundation for
their partnership in this effort!

Please be a good neighbor during these difficult times. Governor Pritzker
has stated, “All of us have a part to play. Be a helper.” A wonderful way to
feel better is to help someone else feel better, or safer or calmer. Look for
ways to help others, exchange phone numbers with your neighbors, and
agree to check in with each other, help
each other with shopping or food delivery.
Consider safe ways to help through your
neighborhood connections like Facebook
and Nextdoor. Technology and our fast
society have isolated us from our neighbors,
but technology also offers safe ways to stay
connected. Now is the time to support each
other in safe and healthy ways.
Share your hope and community
spirit by sending a poster, picture, or brief info on how
you and your neighbors are staying connected to info@
skokie.org for publishing consideration on the Skokie
Spirit Shines Through webpage or in future editions of
NewSkokie. ■
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■
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