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Message from Skokie Mayor George Van Dusen
There’s an old Chinese admonition, “May you live in interesting times.” That
we certainly have lately.

Skokie Spirit from Robert Stein

As I write this message, my heart is heavy over the recent events in
Minneapolis, Minnesota and the passing of Mr. Floyd, as well as all the
preceding incidents that have happened in the country. Skokie knows a
little something about the dark force of prejudice. The Village of Skokie was
famously under assault by the American Nazi Party and later by the Ku Klux
Klan, and in 1999, one of our own, Ricky Byrdsong, was gunned down in
his Skokie neighborhood by a white supremacist. In the face of all of these
threats to our community, we have pulled together and become stronger.
We believe in equality and diversity, as evidenced time and again, and most
recently, through our Skokie Welcomes Everyone campaign launched when a
sector of our community came under threat.
I am proud that the Skokie Police Department was one of the first
departments in the State of Illinois to adopt the Ten Shared Principles
Resolution that were Shared Principles of Public Safety, developed jointly
by the Illinois NAACP Illinois and the Association of Chiefs of Police to
bridge the gap between the police and the community, an excerpt from which
includes:

1. We value the life of every person and consider life to be the highest
value.

2. All persons should be treated with dignity and respect. This is another
foundational value.

ethnicity, religion, color, nationality, immigrant status, sexual
orientation, gender, disability, or familial status.
Over 40 police officers have been trained and are certified as crisis
intervention officers with an emphasis on de-escalating tense situations. One
thing I want to make clear: The Skokie Police Department does not permit
chokeholds or anything resembling such a tactic. We are assured that our
police department understands principles of de-escalation and community
policing by its training with the Anti-Defamation League, a recognized leader
in this field. Moreover, our police and fire department officers are recruited,

3. We reject discrimination toward any person that is based on race,
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December or January and receive an award certificate in
April, and recognition at a Village Board meeting.
Nominations from the community are welcome! Please
submit addresses of homes in your neighborhood
that are well-maintained, with an eye toward attractive
front-yard landscaping. If you have the owner’s name,
great - but just the address is fine for a nomination. Email
beautificationawards@skokie.org by August 1, 2020,
with the address of the property and the owner’s name if
possible. Nominations also can be mailed by sending the
property owner’s name and property address to Skokie
Public Works, Attn: B & IC Nominations, 9050 Gross
Point Road, Skokie, Illinois, 60077. ■
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A Message From Mayor George Van Dusen (continued)
interviewed and hired by a multi-racial Skokie resident board of
commissioners.
The Skokie Police Department is actively engaged with
the community and works to nurture and expand their partnership.
The Many Cultures, One Community – Keeping Skokie Safe campaign was
launched in 2015 involving police, Village departments and community
partners with an overall goal of engaging residents in their neighborhoods.
Our Police Department has also developed a Beat Officer Program. Each
of the nine geographical police beats has the same officer assigned to the
same beat for a full year. The program
allows officers to be more familiar with
their areas of responsibility, and to
more readily develop a partnership with
residents to improve the quality of life
in individual neighborhoods. The Police
Department works closely with the
Village’s Human Relations Commission
and Human Services Department
to encourage residents to work in
integrated ways to strengthen Skokie.
There is more work to be
done. We will continue to listen and
stand together to denounce all acts
of racism, prejudice and bigotry. I am
grateful to our numerous community
partners, including the Evanston YWCA,
the Skokie Public Library, Oakton Community College, the Skokie Park
District and others who share with us this essential community focus. We
are always stronger together.
I also am so very proud of our community for all that we
have done – together – to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Thanks to all of our efforts to follow the state-wide stay-at-home order this
spring, wearing cloth face coverings and practicing social distancing, we
have saved lives and made the jobs of our first responders and healthcare
workers easier. We cannot let down our guard until there is a vaccine
or effective remedy available, and I ask that all of you please continue
to respect the need to wear cloth face coverings when in public spaces,
maintain physical distancing and stay home if you aren’t feeling well.
I would like to offer my sincere condolences to the members of our
community who have lost loved ones in this pandemic. Our community
grieves with you, and I hope that you are finding comfort and peace as you
move forward during this most difficult time for all. Although the Village
updates the COVID-19 case numbers each day, I promise you that we will
not lose sight that those numbers represent people from our community
who were loved and who will be missed.
This pandemic has brought about challenges beyond
risks to everyone’s health, including taking a hard impact on
Skokie’s economy. In early May, I formed an Economic Recovery Task Force
that is a working group of Skokie business and healthcare community
leaders who have volunteered to assist the Village with its response to
economic issues caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. We only get one

2

chance to do this and we need to get it right for the sake of protecting our
community’s health and the economy we’ve worked so hard over the years
to create.
I ask that each of you, as you can, support all Skokie
businesses as they strive to recover from this unexpected and for some,
devastating, economic downturn. Please buy all that you can from Skokie
merchants. I know these are difficult economic times for many families in
our community, and I encourage those of you needing assistance to contact
the Village’s Health and Human Services Department.
The Village’s budget has
been impacted by COVID-19
due to loss of revenue from sales,
hotel, motor fuel and other taxes
that are vital to maintaining services
along with unexpected expenses
due to COVID-19. The Village Board
will soon participate in a budget
workshop to determine how to meet
these challenges while still providing
the community with Skokie’s
outstanding services. Through
prudent budgeting, we recovered
from the national economic recession
more than a decade ago, and I am
confident that we will recover from
the hardships facing us now.
Finally, I know people are distressed over the flooding
that occurred in Skokie and the entire northern Illinois
area during late May. The Village’s sophisticated, $80-million-dollar
flood control system is designed to prevent residential and commercial
flooding by intentionally allowing storm water to pond on Village streets to
slow release into the sewer system, as well as through the use of berms and
large underground tanks. Unfortunately, the more than seven inches of rain
received between May 14 and 17 exceeded the capacity of both Skokie’s
flood control system and the regional system into which Skokie’s system
flows that is operated by the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of
Greater Chicago. We are working as a region to achieve an emergency
declaration for this storm event that, if received, would allow impacted
Skokie residents to receive federal relief funds. It is unknown at press
time if the federal threshold for a disaster declaration will be achieved. In
the meantime, Village engineers have issued a request for proposals from
professional engineering consultants to evaluate the Village’s existing storm
water management system and make recommendations for improvements.
This evaluation process will involve an advisory committee of Skokie
residents, and I am grateful for their assistance in addressing this matter.
Please take care during this most difficult time for all of us.
Very truly yours,
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Skokie Health Department: Initial Wave of the COVID-19
Pandemic is Waning
The COVID-19 pandemic has been a challenging experience requiring
an extraordinary response from all members of the Skokie community.
By staying home, practicing social distancing, and wearing cloth face
coverings, the spread of the virus has been successfully slowed, reducing
illness and saving lives. There has been wide acceptance and adherence
to required control measures in the Village, even though they were
inconvenient and often caused actual hardship.
The first person infected with COVID-19 in Skokie was identified on March
14, and the number of cases increased rapidly, slowing as after Governor
Pritzker’s order was issued. At press time, the number of new cases of
COVID-19 has been steadily declining for two weeks, and it appears that
the initial wave of the pandemic is waning.

Need for Continued Vigilance
Our efforts are not over yet, as COVID-19 is still present in the community.
Until there is a vaccine, it is important to continue social distancing,
wearing face coverings, and staying home when you are sick. These actions
are vital to preventing a resurgence of cases, as we move through each
phase of Governor Pritzker’s Restore Illinois Plan.
For more information on COVID-19 and the Village’s
response, please visit www.skokie.org or call the
Health and Human Services Department at 847/9338252. ■

As of June 8, 873 Skokie residents had tested
positive for COVID-19. All ages have become
ill, from infants to adults in their 90s. There
have been 112 Skokie residents hospitalized,
and tragically 29 people have lost their lives.
Without the control measures that were put
in place, the loss of life would have certainly
been much greater.
Moving Forward: Testing, Case
Investigtions and Contact Tracing
The Skokie Health Department encourages
residents who feel ill to contact their
physician or one of the testing centers/
programs listed in the box below to get tested.
Nursing staff are speaking with residents who
have tested positive for COVID-19, to learn
who has been in close contact. In order to
continue to control the spread of the virus,
it is crucial to alert close contacts of their
exposure, so they may take steps to protect
themselves and others.

COVID-19 Testing Centers
If you have symptoms of COVID-19, it’s important to get tested. Contact
your physician or one of the testing centers/programs listed below.
State of Illinois Community-Based Testing Sites
Open to all regardless of symptoms. There is no charge for the test and you
do not need an appointment. It is best to arrive before the site is set to open,
to ensure that you will be tested; testing takes place while daily supplies
last.
•

Harwood Heights
6959 W. Forest Preserve Rd.
Chicago
7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

•

Rolling Meadows
Rolling Meadows High School
2901 Central Road
Rolling Meadows
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

NorthShore University HealthSystem
If you have symptoms, call the hotline: 847-432-5849 to be screened for a
COVID-19 test.
New sites are being added, and can be found at: https://
coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/testing-sites. ■
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Head to the Skokie Farmers’ Market on Sunday Mornings!
The 2020 Skokie Farmers’ Market is open!
Come enjoy the market every Sunday from 7:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. until November 1.

•
•

New Location!
The 2020 Skokie Farmers’ Market
will be held in the parking lot on
the northwest corner of Oakton
Street and Floral Avenue. Free
parking is available in the Village
Hall parking lot across the street
at 5127 Oakton Street.
Farmers’ markets are designated as essential
business by the State of Illinois. As a result,
the Skokie Farmers’ Mareting will continue
providing a wide variety of the freshest produce and other goods to the Skokie
community and visitors from the region.
To protect everyone’s health and safety during the COVID-19 pandemic, a number of new guidelines are in place this year, including:
•
•

Limits on the number of guests admitted to the Market at one time.
Attendees are required to wear face coverings and practice physical dis-

Skokie’s Backlot Bash Info
From the Skokie Park District:
While Skokie’s Backlot Bash, scheduled for August 28 through 30,
2020, has not yet been cancelled, it seems unlikely that Skokie will
be in Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois Plan by late August, allowing
large festival crowds to gather. An official announcement will be made
regarding the status of Backlot Bash in the coming weeks.
For updates, visit www.skokieparks.org. ■

tancing inside of the Market, as well as in line to
enter the Market.
Pets are not allowed inside of the Market.
This year’s Market will observe a “no touch”
policy, which means that merchandise can only
be touched by respective vendors.

In addition to these guidelines, patrons are asked
to attend individually or otherwise limit the number
of household members that attend the Market each
week. This will allow the Skokie Farmers’ Market
team to maintain physical distancing in a more effective manner, while giving everyone an opportunity
to shop.
As conditions may change for the duration of the
Market, please recognize that these rules and procedures may change.
Looking forward to seeing you at the Skokie Farmers’ Market soon!
See a full list of guidelines for 2020 Skokie Farmers’
Market patrons and vendors, as well as Market updates, at
www.skokie.org. ■

Mosquitoes and West Nile
Virus
The best way to protect yourself
and your family from West Nile
Virus (WNV) infection is to avoid
mosquito bites this summer: stay
indoors at dawn and dusk, wear
long-sleeved shirts and long
pants when outdoors, and apply
EPA-approved insect repellents
that contain DEET, lemon
eucalyptus oil or Picaradin.
To eliminate mosquito breeding
areas, property owners should:
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•

Remove any standing water.
Remember, if an outdoor
object can hold water, it can
serve as a breeding ground
for mosquitoes

•

Change the water in
birdbaths once a week

•

Empty plastic pools at the
end of the day

•

Keep grass and shrubbery
cut short

For more information
on WNV, or to report
potential mosquito
breeding sites,
please call the Health
Department at 847-9338484 or the North Shore
Mosquito Abatement
District at 847-446-9434.
For information about
mosquito abatement
measures in Skokie,
including a spraying
schedule, please visit
nsmad.com. ■
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Block Party Info - Stay Connected, Stay Safe and Healthy!
At press time, block party permits are not being issued due to the Phase Three
Restore Illinois requirements prohibiting gatherings of more than 10 people.
The matter of issuing block party permits will be revisited in coming weeks with
the anticipated move to Phase Four of the Restore Illinois plan that allows for
gatherings of up to 50 people. Updates will be posted on www.skokie.org and
announced in SkokieNews, the Village’s email newsletter.

When in contact with
your neighbors outside
of your immediate
household:

Following are some ways to stay connected and enjoy safe summer fun with
your neighbors:

•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Have fun with sidewalk chalk dancing instructions!
Designate a date/time where all households participate in an activity in
their own homes to show Skokie Spirit, like Skokie Lights the Night or a
sidewalk chalk contest or festival “Six-feet Social at Six O’clock” or the
“7:15 club” rituals on a weekly basis for ongoing connection
Sing a song, ring bells or shine a light at the same time
Front yard bingo using a microphone or texts; print or make your own
cards and use pennies, buttons or dried beans for markers
Waving, singing and talking at distances of six feet away from others
Play Music/DJ (with permission from neighbors) and dance in driveways
or front yards
Organize a neighborhood giving campaign by collecting donations of
funds, food, toiletries, pet food or masks for the Niles Township Food
Pantry or the Skokie Community Foundation’s Skokie Spirit Shines
Through fundraiser that has already raised nearly $50,000 to assist Skokie
neighbors in need during this difficult time
Create a phone tree and make regular calls to senior neighbors
Set up the sprinkler and let the kids run through at six-foot intervals
Look to the Skokie Spirit Shines through webpage for ideas

•

•
•

•

•

Wear face coverings
Follow physical
distancing practices of staying at
least six feet apart
Refrain from
sharing food and
drink
Play no-contact
sports and don’t
share equipment
such as balls,
bats, etc.
Use alcoholbased hand
sanitizer as
Two happy brothers display their candy from a block
necessary
party pinata on Concord Lane in 2018.
Wash your hands
with soap and water for at least 20 seconds when returning inside

Keep in touch! Send your ideas, or better yet, photos and
descriptions of your safe neighborhood gatherings and
activities to info@skokie.org. ■

Holiday Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection Schedule
Due to the observance of the Fourth of July holiday,
the refuse, recycling and yard waste collection for
the week of June 29 is as follows:
Refuse
• Monday and Tuesday refuse collections
remains unchanged.
• Yard waste will be collected on Wednesday.

•

Thursday and Friday refuse collections will be
provided over the course of Wednesday and
Thursday.
Recycling
• Monday and Tuesday recycling collections
remain unchanged.
• Thursday recycling collection on Wednesday.

•

Friday recycling collection will occur on
Thursday.

For more information on the Village’s
refuse, recycling and yard waste collection programs, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■

Skokie Recognized for Advancing Solar Energy Growth
The Village of Skokie is receiving a Bronze designation
from the national SolSmart program for making it faster,
easier, and more affordable for homes and businesses
to go solar. To receive this designation, cities and counties make changes to their local processes to reduce the
time and money it takes to install a solar energy system.
This includes evaluating local permitting processes, as
well as planning and zoning procedures.

Skokie’s actions will help encourage solar companies to do business in the area, driving economic
development and creating local jobs. Thanks to the
Village’s Sustainable Environmental Advisory Commission for their work to advance the use of solar
energy in Skokie. See more information
on installing solar panels on Skokie
homes and business properties at
www.skokie.org. ■
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Village Convenes Economic Recovery Task Force
In mid-May, the Village of Skokie was one of the first Chicago suburbs to
convene an Economic Recovery Task Force, co-chaired by Shalom Klein, Chairman of the Village’s Economic Development Commission, and Skokie Chamber
Executive Director Howard Meyer, Commission Vice-Chair. The Task Force is a
working group of Skokie business and health care community leaders who have
volunteered to assist the Village with its response to economic issues caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic and ultimately reopening the business community.
In addition to providing overall guidance during regular weekly virtual meetings,
the Task Force is contributing to the Skokie Economic Recovery Plan, which
includes continued business support, reopening guidance, business telephone
interviews and online surveys, research and data collection, Village policy and
regulatory review as well as a marketing plan to complement existing efforts with
recovery-specific activities. Task Force members have confirmed that the need
is to bring residents, visitors and employees back to the restaurants, shops and
services that make Skokie’s business community so diverse and distinctive and
to enable all local businesses to re-open safely in accordance with Federal and
State of Illinois directives.
Task Force members also include Katie Bulgrin, Culver’s of Skokie; David
Drehobl, Georgia Nut Co.; Madeleine England, Kneads & Wants Artisan Bakery;
Serge Khalimsky, Westfield Old Orchard; Erica Minchella, Attorney; David Rahija,
NorthShore University HealthSystem/ Skokie Hospital; John Terzis, Oakton
Financial and Randy Usen, Byline Bank. An inter-disciplinary team of Village staff
are serving as Task Force liaisons.

Also in May, the Village of Skokie launched ZoomBusiness, an online tool that
enables local businesses and service providers to communicate with customers
for free in real time. Created by GIS Planning in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, ZoomBusiness is an interactive, mobile-responsive mapping directory
for communities that ensures customers can find open restaurants, stores and
services in their community at no charge.
As of mid-May, Village staff had populated ZoomBusiness with over 225 establishments. Businesses can list themselves for free on the Skokie ZoomBusiness
site to help residents find the businesses and services they need. The businesses
can provide customized details including websites, modified hours, delivery or
curbside pickup options, promotions and gift card stimulus programs. Residents
can search for area businesses by categories, including grocery stores, pharmacies, banks, health facilities, hardware stores, pet stores and automotive shops,
among others. The tool can be accessed from links on the Village website or at
https://covid-19.zoomprospector.com/SKOKIEIL.
The Village will continue to support local businesses in other ways, but there is a
critical need to promote and bring residents, businesses, and employees back to
the restaurants, shops and services that make Skokie so diverse and distinctive.
Following the COVID-19 recovery, we forecast continued use of the directory as
another great outlet to promote businesses throughout Skokie.

National Night Out Postponed
Until October 6

Tenth Annual Public Health
Partners in Excellence Awards

The Skokie Police Department has been advised by the National
Association of Town Watch, founder of National Night Out, that due to
the COVID-19 pandemic, they strongly recommend that all National
Night Out 2020 areas celebrate on October 6, 2020 instead of this year’s
previously scheduled date of Tuesday, August 4, 2020.

Each year the Health Department and Board of Health recognize two
entities for exceptional community support with the “Public Health
Partners in Excellence Awards”. This year’s award recipients are:

National Night Out enhances the Skokie Police Department’s relationship
with the community. National Night Out is a celebration of year-long
crime prevention activities and community outreach; people committed
to working on preventing and addressing crime to maintain a safe
community.
Each year, thousands of Skokie residents participate in National Night
Out. The Skokie Police Department sincerely hopes that conditions will
allow the community to celebrate
on the evening of October 6.
Watch for updates
on the Skokie Police
Department Facebook
page on Twitter @
skokiepolice and www.
skokie.org. ■
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For more information, please visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Erie Family Health Centers
For providing culturally and linguistically appropriate care for Skokie
residents, who would not otherwise have access to health care, dental
care or mental health services. Erie has been a wonderful partner in this
regard, welcoming all referrals of Skokie residents: adults and children,
US-born or immigrant, regardless of underlying health conditions,
regardless of ability to pay or health insurance status.
PEER Services
For many years of support for our youth tobacco-use and current vaping
prevention programs. PEER staff have held student poster competitions,
helped Old Orchard Jr. High students create an anti-tobacco video and
worked with students at Lincoln Jr. High to display 400 T-shirts outdoors
during “Kick Butts Week”. Peer Services also has taken a leadership role
with education and help for teens and parents around vaping.
The Health Department is grateful to both entities,
and looks forward to continuing these valuable
partnerships. ■
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Alley Lighting Program Available
The Village of Skokie provides a comprehensive street lighting program on
streets and parking lots. Often, residents or businesses are interested in
lighting the alley areas behind their property. The Village manages the Alley
Lighting Program through Commonwealth Edison to install these lights.
For an annual charge of $95, the Village will arrange to install, maintain and
provide electricity for a LED street lamp in the alley behind the resident’s
home.
An application and information are available at www.
skokie.org. ■

Transportation Services for Skokie Residents

Skokie Senior Transit for Area Residents (STAR)
The Village of Skokie offers curb to curb
transportation for Skokie residents 65 years and
over. The Skokie STAR program provides small,
lift-equipped buses for transit throughout Skokie
Village limits and to several locations outside of
Skokie for medical appointments. Members can
request a ride one or two hours in advance of
their trip. The current rate is $15 per month for
unlimited rides in Skokie.

Please call the Human Services office at 847-933-8252 with questions
about the program or to schedule an appointment to register. To keep pas-

2019 Water Quality Report
Updated Link

The May/June 2020 edition of NewSkokie
featured an article about the Village’s
recently-published 2019 Annual Water
Quality Report which found that the Village’s drinking water meets all Environmental Protection Agency requirements.
Each year in June, the Village publishes
a comprehensive water quality report that
details the rigorous testing standards that
take place with Skokie’s water throughout
the entire year. The link to the 2019 Annual Water Quality Report that was
featured in the May/June edition to access the entire report online has
been updated. To review the report, please visit:

sengers and drivers safe, all riders are asked to
wear a face covering/mask during travel.

ADA Paratransit Service
The Regional Transportation Authority makes
accessible transportation for those unable to
use the fixed-route transit system, outside of
Skokie village limits seven days per week. The
Paratransit program provides shared-ride, curb
to curb transportation assistance for $3 per trip.
There is no cost to apply for certification and
the process takes 6-8 weeks. Plan ahead for
regional transportation needs by contacting the Regional Transportation
Authority to request an application at 312-663-4357. ■

Coming Soon: North Shore
Center Outdoor Concerts
Plans are pending for outdoor concerts in the east parking lot at the
North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie, 9501 Skokie
Boulevard, that has been closed since mid-March. Most scheduled
performances are postponed until fall 2020 or spring 2021. Watch for
announcements soon on outdoor concerts and even a possible blood
drive in the Center’s large lobby. Additional information will
be posted at www.northshorecenter.org. Please sign
up for the Center’s email list to receive program announcements and discount offers. Details on Center
activities also will be posted at www.skokie.org. ■

https://www.skokie.org/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/563
For more information, contact the Environmental
Health Division at 847/833-8484 or email info@skokie.
org. ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of
each month. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
July 6, 20
August 3, 17
See article to the right
regarding Village Board
meetings being held
electronically until further
notice and for details on
how to submit comments
on published agenda items
or for the public comment
portion of each meeting.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
Until further notice meetings
of all Village advisory
boards and commissions are
canceled. Please see www.
skokie.org for updates and
for an application to serve on
a Village advisory board or
commission.

An ordinance reducing the tax levy of the Village for the fiscal year beginning May 1, 2019 and ending
April 30, 2020, in the amount of $5,246,588.25. This was done to maintain the Village’s self-imposed
property tax freeze that has been in effect since 1990. The Village’s 2019 tax levy of $15.4 million is
the same as it was in 1990. On average, the Village’s portion of a typical 2019 Skokie property tax bill
accounted for less than 6.4 percent, which has decreased from of an average of 15.2 percent when the
tax freeze went into effect in 1990.
A contract with Baxter Woodman, Inc., for construction of permeable alleys to promote increased storm
water drainage in three areas of the community: alley between Forestview Road and Ewing Avenue (Davis
Street to Arcadia Street), Central Park Avenue and Lincolnwood Drive (Dempster Street to Greenwood
Street) and Christiana Avenue and McCormick Boulevard (Lee Street to Greenleaf Street). The Village
received grant funds from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago for the project.
A contract with Joel Kennedy Construction for water system improvements throughout the Village,
including replacement of 3,200 feet of new six-inch diameter water main and 2,700 feet of new eightinch diameter water main. The firm was selected as the lowest responsible bidder from a total of 10 bid
responses received for the project.
A right-of-way agreement for reconstruction work on Gross Point Road from Golf Road to Old Orchard
Road that includes installation of a storm water control system, curb and gutter, new pavement, bike
lanes, sidewalk, parking lands and a new traffic signal at Old Orchard Road. The agreement is necessary
to receive 85 percent of project funding in federal and state grants.
An agreement for design engineering services from A. Epstein and Sons International, Inc., selected
following a formal qualifications based selection process, to design an extension of the Skokie Valley
Trail from Dempster Street to Golf Road. An estimated 80 percent of the design engineering costs are
being received from the federal Transportation Alternatives Programs through the Chicago Metropolitan
Agency for Planning.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Community Development Block Grant Update
The Village of Skokie will receive additional
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
funds this year to assist with its COVID-19
response. These funds will be distributed by
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) to address urgent needs and
principally benefit low/moderate-income Skokie
residents.
Skokie officials plan on using the majority of the
$361,988 in additional CDBG funds received this
year to support public services. Small portions of
Skokie’s CDBG allocations from Program Years

2019 and 2020 might also be used should they
become available.
Rent assistance, small business assistance, group
home support, home-delivered meals and other
health and human services activities are expected
to be supported with Skokie’s CDBG-CV funds.
For further information about the
CDBG-CV program, please visit
https://www.skokie.org/1037/
CDBG-CV or contact Planner/CDBG
Administrator Carrie Haberstich at
847/933-8447. ■
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Stay Safe from Fireworks Injuries
The Village of Skokie prohibits the use of firecrackers, fireworks, and
sparklers. Fireworks start an average of 18,500 fires per year, including
1,300 structure fires, 300 vehicle fires, and 16,900 outside and other
fires. These fires caused an average of three deaths, 40 civilian injuries
and an average of $43 million in direct property damage.
Consumer Products Safety Commission data shows that more than
one-third of fireworks injuries occur in children age 15 and younger.
The Skokie Fire Department encourages everyone to
have a safe and happy Fourth of July. ■

Skokie Fourth of July Parade and
Fireworks Festival Canceled

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Village of Skokie and Skokie Park District
officials as well as the Skokie Fourth of July Parade Committee have
reached the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Skokie 4th of July parade
and 3-D fireworks festival. Oganizers agreed that the events would pose
a significant health risk to the residents of Skokie due to the COVID-19
pancemic.
The July 4th parade and fireworks festival have been an important
celebration in Skokie for decades. With that in mind, organizers will soon
begin planning events for July 4, 2021.
The Village will feature previous Skokie Fourth of July
Parade videos on SkokieVision cable channels 17
(Comcast) and 25 (RCN) on July 4. ■

Fourth of July Activities for Families
using paper, markers and string. Look for
ideas on kids’ craft websites.

Following are some suggestions for celebrating
a safe Fourth of July at home this year:

•

Let the kids decorate their bikes with
balloons and streamers for a neighborhood
parade.

•

Learn about the Declaration of
Independence! Explore the National
Archives digitally to see what the document
looks like today. Then, introduce your
kids to an elementary school classic,
Schoolhouse Rock: Fireworks, or the
animated series, Liberty’s Kids that explores
important moments in America’s history,
both found on YouTube.

•

Set up a sprinkler or water slide on the
grass for a fun way to cool down.

•

Get crafty by making festive tie-dye or
painted, t-shirts, or patriotic necklaces

•

Keep the kids entertained with some fun,
old fashion games that allow for physical
distancing.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sack races
Spoon races
Kick the Can
Croquet
Horseshoes
Kickball

Keep the fun going after dark with glow
games. Stock up on a few glow sticks for a
fun twist on classic kid games like glow-inthe-dark Tic Tac Toe, ring toss or bowling.
Put them in balloons and tie them to trees
for a festive evening celebration! ■
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Access Village Services Online or by Phone
Although Skokie Village Hall
opened for limited transactions on
June 8, for the continued safety of
the general public and Village staff
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
patrons are encouraged to conduct
Village business online or over
the telephone. Nearly all Village
services can be completed online
via the Village’s website at www.
skokie.org and requests can be
submitted through the Access
Skokie app, with instructions for
how to download or use online
available at www.skokie.org, or
by emailing info@skokie.org. For general Village Hall service questions,
please call 847-673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
All administration and non-emergency matters for the Police Department
should be directed to 847-982-5900. For emergencies, call 9-1-1.
At press time, a limited number of in-person transactions were available
at Village Hall for business at the Village’s Finance Department, including
payment of water bills, payment of red light or non-moving violations and
miscellaneous invoices. For safety purposes, the number of individuals
permitted to enter Village Hall is limited and waits should be expected. All
patrons are required to wear a cloth face covering or mask that covers both
the nose and mouth the entire time they are present in Village Hall, and to
follow a system that is in place to ensure proper physical distancing while
inside of Village Hall. Patrons may be required to use alcohol-based hand
sanitizer during the course of in-person transactions.
All other Village departments will continue to conduct business via online
and phone transactions, with in-person appointments arranged on a caseby-case basis as necessary.
Village Finance Department
Electronic payments for water bills, vehicle stickers, business licenses,
non-moving violations, certain building permits and Assist-a-Family
donations can be submitted on the Village’s electronic online services
webpage. The outdoor payment box on the west side of Skokie Village Hall
also is available to make payments.
Finance Department phone numbers to call for support and to make
appointment requests:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

General payment questions: 847-933-8247
Water billing phone support: 847-933-8418
Pay-by-phone services: 847-933-8420

Building Permits
Applications for building permits
can only be submitted through
online services or by email. The
processes for issuing building
permits and calling for inspections
will continue with no changes.
When necessary, paper copies
of large-format plans can be
dropped-off and plans that have
been stamped approved can be
picked-up by using a speciallymarked Building Department
drop box on the west side of
Village Hall. Permit applications
for interior remodeling, garages, driveways, decks, swimming pools, air
conditioners, amplifiers, dumpsters, electrical service upgrades, fences,
furnaces, raffles, sewer, sheds, and water heaters can all be completed
and submitted online at www.skokie.org/204/Building-Permits. For all
other permits, please email Building@skokie.org and building staff will
respond to your request. For general Building, Community Development,
Property Standards and Permitting questions, please call 847-933-8223.
Clerk’s Office, Transfer Stamps and Passports
To access Clerk’s Office services online, please visit www.skokie.org/345/
Village-Clerk or call 847-933-8203. Real Estate Transfer Tax Forms
can be accessed by clicking here. Completed Real Estate Transfer Tax
Forms can be emailed to pramod.shah@skokie.org and payments can be
arranged by calling 847-933-8203. For passport inquiries, please call the
Village Clerk’s Office at 847-933-8203.
Engineering Division
Engineering-related requests can be submitted through Access Skokie,
the Village’s service request system or by contacting Skokie’s Senior
Engineer Russ Rietveld at russ.rietveld@skokie.org.
Freedom of Information Act Requests
Freedom of Information Act Requests can be completed online at www.
skokie.org. Please call the Village Manager’s Office for more information at
847-933-8210.
Health and Human Services Department
All health clinics are suspended until further notice. Limited personal
health services are available on a case-by-case, by-appointment-only
basis. Please call 847-933-8252 for information. Human Services staff
continues to provide social work services and assistance to Skokie
residents by phone, email and limited in-person appointments. Please call
847-933-8208 for information.

Non-moving violations support: 847-933-8421
Accounts payable concerns: 847-933-8243
Local tax collection: 847-933-8243
Pet licenses: 847-933-8423

Continued on page 11
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Skokie Spirit Shines Through in Staff Calls to Seniors
During March and April, a group of more than 20 Village staff from
numerous departments made weekly well-being calls to some 700 elderly
and otherwise vulnerable Skokie residents. The purpose of the calls was
to see if residents needed assistance with getting food, medicine and
other essential supplies, and also to provide a positive human connection
during the stay-at-home order that meant isolation for so many.
Following are reflections from Village
staff on what they heard from residents
and what making the calls meant to them:

Virtually all of the residents conveyed how grateful they were that we were
contacting them. One woman actually said she was, “…doing fine in her
jail of an apartment but it was better than being in the hospital!”
I am happy to say that everyone is so appreciative and thankful for the
well-being checks. They make me feel that I’m doing something special for
them.
One man left a voicemail message on
my Village Hall extension to thank me for
calling to check in on him .

A woman said she was alone because her
husband was recovering at a long-term
care facility. She would update me on his
recovery status and it was heartwarming
to know that her husband came home and
they both remained healthy.

My well-being calls were to Skokie
residents in their 80s. My most
memorable calls were to a woman who
sounded like my grandma.

Some people said they felt safer and were grateful for the call. One woman
was cooking a lot and when I got off the phone with her I was ready to try
a new recipe! Another recently lost both her husband and a son, but her
positive attitude is admirable. I value the time I have been able to spend
talking to our residents. It’s about working together so everyone can enjoy
what life has to offer.

Every call had a positive response, with
residents elated to talk with someone and get help if needed. The meaning
and achievement for me making these calls is the greatest sense of
powerful emotion, engagement and belonging.
Visit www.skokie.org to see the Skokie Spirit Shines
Through page and send photos and messages to show
how your Skokie Spirit Shines Through to info@skokie.
org. ■

Restore Illinois Phase Four Possible in Late June
Skokie is in the Northeast Region (EMS Regions 7-11) that currently
is in Phase Three of the Restore Illinois plan to guide reopening for
businesses, education and recreation.

For more information on the Restore Illinois Plan, visit
www.dph.illinois.gov/restore. See www.skokie.org
for information on Skokie’s response to the COVID-19
pandemic. ■

At press time, it is anticipated that Skokie and the Northeast Region will
move to Phase Four of the plan as early as June 26, 2020, in light of the
decreasing spread of the COVID-19 virus, increased testing capacity,
contact tracing efforts and more. Once in Phase 4, gatherings of up to
50 people will be allowed, along with limited-capacity indoor restaurant
dining, opening of schools and daycare centers within protective
guidelines and more.

Access Village Services Online or by Phone (continued)

Public Works Department
Public Works crews continue to serve the community each day collecting
refuse and yard waste, repairing and maintaining infrastructure in the
Village and more. With questions about services or to make a request,
please use the Access Skokie app or call 847-933-8427, Monday through
Friday, 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Village Employment Applications
For employment-related questions or to obtain an employment
application please visit the Employment Opportunities page or call

847-933-8212. In-person Village employment applications will not be
accepted. Applications must be sent via email to human.resources@
skokie.org or by U.S. Mail.
Continue to visit www.skokie.org for the latest
updates on how COVID-19 is impacting Village
services. ■
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2020 Census Update
Census workers will begin home-visits of those that still haven’t completed their 2020 Census
questionnaire in a few weeks. All Skokie households are required by law to complete the
census. Check for proper credentials, and cooperate with enumerators. There are only 9
questions. As 2020 Census operations resume, the Census Bureau is incorporating the most
current federal, state, and local guidance to promote the health and safety of the public and
their employees, including providing face masks and gloves for employees to wear, as well as
hand sanitizer. Field staff will complete COVID-19 training to ensure they follow appropriate
social distancing protocols and all appropriate health and safety guidance.
Skokie was one of the first towns in Cook County and the 7-county region to surpass its 2010
self-response rate! We are on our way to doing 10% better in every Skokie Census Tract. It is
not too late to self-respond! We highly encourage you to complete the 2020 Census questionnaire yourself. This will eliminate the need to the census taker to visit your home. Every
person missed reduces funding for the Village, schools, hospitals, social programs, and so
many services we have come to depend on. Please self-respond online at my2020census.gov,
by phone at 844-330-2020, or by mailing back the completed paper copy you received. ■
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■
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