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Skokie Health and Human Services Plans for
Community COVID-19 Vaccinations
At press time in early December, the
Skokie Health and Human Services
Department is preparing to receive
COVID-19 vaccine upon its Emergency Use Authorization approval by the
U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
Initial, but limited shipments of the
vaccine are anticipated this month.
This initial vaccine will be administered to front-line healthcare workers,
long-term care residents and Skokie’s
first responders. The vaccine supply
is projected to increase quickly over
the coming weeks and months, allowing Skokie’s vaccination efforts to be
expanded to include additional priority groups and the general public.
When the vaccine is readily available, Health and Human Services will open
free public clinics where vaccine will be administered to Skokie residents
by appointment. Planning is underway and information regarding how to
register, dates and times will be shared by the Village when available via
the Village’s e-newsletter and website. For decades, the Health Department
has conducted community flu vaccination clinics. During the H1N1 crisis in

2009, the Skokie Health Department was
one of the first local health departments
to receive vaccine, and Health Department
staff coordinated a series of vaccination
clinics to administer some 40,000 doses
of the vaccine. The Health and Human
Services Department is working with
numerous community partners to ensure
that the COVID-19 vaccination clinics run
smoothly to best serve the community.
The public is advised to continue to practice the 3 W’s: Wear a mask, Wash your
hands and Watch your social distance.
Avoid social gatherings and get tested if
you think you have been exposed.
See more COVID-19 information from the Skokie Health
and Human Services Department on page three. Check
www.skokie.org/1017/COVID-19 often for updates,
and be sure to subscribe to SkokieNews, the Village’s
weekly e-newsletter. Please encourage your Skokie
friends and neighbors to subscribe, too. Subscribe at
www.skokie.org. ■

2020 - What a Year It’s Been!

These cute brothers showed
their Skokie spirit during
spring 2020.
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This year has posed so many challenges, but there also
have been a number of bright spots, including the merging of the Village’s Health and Human Services Departments. Under the leadership of new Health Director Mike
Charley (see article on page five), the Department, one of
only four State-certified municipal health departments in
Illinois, continues to provide the community with excellent health services and an abundance of social service
support for Skokie’s most vulnerable residents (see article
on page 10).
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Notes
Skokie Property Taxes Frozen for 30 Consecutive Years

~ 2020 $15.4 Million Levy Identical to 1990 $15.4 Million Levy ~
“The Village Board approved a three-year property tax freeze in
1990, with 2020 marking the 30th year of the Village Board’s
commitment to hold the line on the Village’s share of property
taxes,” said Mayor George Van Dusen. “It is due to the hard
work of all Village staff that the property tax freeze has been
sustained through austere financial times, including the current
most difficult challenge resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.
Prudent budgeting, pro-active economic development and
continued efforts of Village staff to provide excellent services
even during difficult times have made it possible to continue the
property tax freeze for the past 30 years.”
Without a property tax freeze, annual increases could have
mirrored changes in the consumer price index. Had the Village
of Skokie adjusted its levy annually for inflation since 1990, the
2020 levy would have been $27,310,292 which is $11,853,597
higher than the actual 2018 levy of $15,456,695. Tax bills
contain a number of different components, with different
government agencies responsible for the various components. For
example, the Cook County Assessor determines property value,
assessment level, assessed value, equalized assessed value and
exemption for homeowners, senior citizens, etc. The only level
of control the Village has over property tax bills is relative to its
annual tax levy.
The Village Board recently approved a 2020 property tax levy identical to
the 1990 levy, marking the 30th consecutive year of the Board’s selfimposed property tax freeze. The 2020 tax levy approved by the Village
Board in December 2020 amounts to $15,456,695, which is identical to
the 1990 levy.

For more information on Village property taxes,
annual budgets and a complete tax guide and more
from the Village of Skokie Finance Department, please
visit www.skokie.org. ■

A New Year’s Wish List From Your Refuse Collection Crew!
Skokie’s dedicated and hard-working Public Works refuse collection crew
members have compiled a wish list for residents to consider.

Here is what they’d like to see not only during a health crisis, but always, for
their protection while serving the community:
1. Securely bag and tie (knot) all waste in plastic garbage bags, NOT
boxes or grocery store bags. Do not put any loose materials, liquids
or dust into refuse carts.
2. Ensure that all cart lids are closed at all times to keep animals from
tearing up bags and making a mess.
3. Bag or wrap all mattresses to make them easier to handle. Mattress
bags and shrink wrap can be bought inexpensively at local hardware
and home improvement stores.
4. Rinse out carts with water and bleach a few times a year to remove any
food residue that can attract animals.
5. Rinse off all food waste for material going into the recycling cart.
See the 2021 holiday refuse collection schedule on
page nine, and www.skokie.org for more refuse and
recycling information. ■
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Notes
Skokie Health and Human Services Department COVID-19 Update
Statistics
Unfortunately, Skokie is not immune from the current national surge in
COVID-19 cases. At press time in mid-December, a total of 3,885 Skokie
residents have contracted COVID-19, with 337 currently ill. Sadly, 60
Skokie residents have passed away from the virus since March 14, 2020.
These individuals were our mothers, fathers, wives, husbands, children,
co-workers, neighbors, family members or friends, and we share in the
sadness of their loss.

residents, collect pertinent information from the resident about their
COVID-19 positive test result, asks them to isolate at home for 10 days
and ask if they had any close contacts when they were infectious. Staff
then reaches out to those identified close contacts to ensure that they are
aware of their contact to the positive case and ask the close contact to
remain quarantined at home for at least 14 days from date of last exposure
to the positive COVID-19 case.

Stay Healthy, Skokie!
The Skokie Health and Human Services Department is urging residents to
take steps to slow the spread of COVID-19. Everyone should practice the
3 W’s:

outside for walks even in the cold weather and by trying to find joy in
life’s small things. Try a new recipe, write a note to someone you’ve been
thinking about, take out a few books from the Skokie Public Library or
tackle that household project you’ve been putting off but that will provide
a sense of satisfaction when it’s finished. For more information on mental
health support during this challenging time, visit https://www.skokie.
org/1108/Mental-Health-Coping. The good news is that a vaccine is
coming and better days are ahead!

Information for
Health and Human
Businesses
Services Department
Businesses should report
COVID-19 Website
any positive cases to the
The Skokie Health and Human
Health Department at
Services Department offers an
847/933-8252 so that
expansive COVID-19 section
staff can provide current
on the Village website, www.
education on cleaning
skokie.org. The page can be
and disinfection, as well
accessed via a link at the top
as determine any contact
of the home page or through
tracing that should be
the Health Department page,
completed. The IDPH
and it provides information
considers five cases of
on COVID-19 prevention,
COVID-19 at a business
symptoms, testing,
an outbreak. When the
vaccination updates (see
Skokie Health and Human
article on page one), mental
Services Department
health support, community
is made aware of any
resources, frequently asked
outbreaks at a business, all
Students at St. Joan of Arc School in Skokie donated this colorful, cheery artwork to
questions and more. The data
information is considered
the new Skokie Senior Reassurance Program. See article on page eight.
section of the site is updated
confidential and is entered
when the Illinois Department
into the State of Illinois
of Public Health (IDPH) makes new data available. In early months, this
Outbreak Resporting System. The state’s system is a highly confidential
updated data was received and posted daily. Due to the current surge in
and restricted site that only can be accessed by public health officials,
COVID-19 cases, data updates have slowed but are posted to the data
hospitals and laboratory facilities that have been given clearance and all
page when available during weekdays. At press time, the most recent
data is considered protected by HIPPA law.
positivity rate for Skokie that the state has provided is 15 percent for
Keep Your Spirits Up
the week of November 8 through 15. See the Skokie Health and Human
The past year has been difficult for everyone. Please take care of yourself
Services Department COVID-19 webpage at www.skokie.org/1017/
by staying connected with family and friends in safe ways, getting enough
COVID-19.
sleep, avoiding too much food or alcohol, bundling up and trying to get

•
•

Wear a mask

•

Wash your hands often with soap and water

Watch your distance; stay at least 6 feet apart and avoid crowds/
social gatherings

The more steps you take, the more you and those you care about are
protected against COVID-19.
Contact Tracing
The Health and Human Services Department continues to complete case
tracing investigations when residents test positive for COVID-19. Contact
tracing is when a member of the Health and Human Services staff call

Other Information Resources
For additional information about COVID-19, visit the Centers for Disease
Control website at www.cdc.gov/coronavirus or IDPH at www.illinois.gov/
coronavirus.
For more information on COVID-19 and the Village
response, visit www.skokie.org or call Health and
Human Services at 847/933-8252. ■
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Welcome New Businesses!

The businesses listed below
opened in Skokie from March to
November 2020. Shopping, dining
and using services in Skokie all
contributes to the community’s
economy. Buying in Skokie provides jobs and adds to the investment in your neighborhood and
community. These, and all Skokie
businesses, need the community’s
strong support to weather the current economic challenges.

Dermatology Associates
4709 Golf Road #600

A.D.S. Realty Co.
4143 Main Street

Discovery Clothing Co.
9422 Skokie Boulevard

Alpha Pack Training
4903 Oakton Street

Driviom Motors
8046 Ridgeway Avenue

Another Realm Games
4509 Oakton Street

Energy Reduction
4835 Main Street LL001

Aspen Hills Management
8111 Street Louis Avenue

Gateway Foundation
4028 Dempster Street #100

Boombox Beverage
7415 Street Louis Avenue

Graphyte Technologies
LLC
5045 Warren Street

Buona Beef LLC
3754 Touhy Avenue

CreationZ Art Calligraphy
3560 Dempster Street

4

Rose Jewelry
4712 Oakton Street
Rosin Eyecare
8035 Lincoln Avenue

Greenhouse Group LLC
10000 Skokie Boulevard

Crave Kabob
7240 Niles Center Road

R&J’s Chicago Clubhouse
4835 Main Street

Jarasa Kabob
3641 Dempster Street
Lurie Children’s Outpatient Center
3734 Touhy Avenue

Shure Incorporated
5500 Howard Street
Sketchbook Brewing
4901 Main Street
Spice House
7305 Street Louis Avenue

The Crazy Greek
5051 Oakton Street
The Mexican Fiesta Restaurant
4010 Main Street

Volnik Home Healthcare
8430 Gross Point Road #104
Wine Vault LLC
5900 Howard Street
Westfield Old Orchard
• Amazon 4-Star
• Brow & Lash
Studio
• Joe Donut LLC
• MAGNIFACT LLC
• UGG
• Warby Parker
A complete list of all new
businesses that have
opened in Skokie during
calendar year 2020 can
be found at www.skokie.
org, Business and Economic Development page.
#SkokieWeGotThis ■

UST’s
7707 Austin Avenue

CDBG CARES Act Funding

February = Restaurant Month!

CARES Act-based Community
Development Block Grant
(CDBG-CV) funds from the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to the
Village of Skokie will assist with
the prevention of, preparation for,
and response to the coronavirus
in Skokie. Funds are supporting
urgent needs and the needs of
low/moderate-income residents.
housing payments and social

At press time, plans were shaping
up for not only the Chicago’s
North Shore Convention
& Visitors Bureau’s annual
restaurant month in February,
called Take Out Edition in 2021,
but also for a special Skokie
Restaurant Week from February
7 to 14 during which Skokie
restaurants will be encouraged to
offer tasting menus, fixed-price
dinners, dessert specials and

| NewSkokie

■

services are the focus of the
program for low-income Skokie
residents.
If you are in need of
housing or utility payment
assistance, or other
social services, please
contact the Health
and Human Services
Department at 847-9338208. ■

other creative ways to showcase
their delicious food - all to go, of
course!
For information about
Skokie Restaurant Week,
visit www.skokie.org
and check both the Shop
Local and Downtown
Skokie Facebook pages
where more information
will be posted in coming
weeks. ■
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Notes
Congratulations to New Skokie Police Chief Brian Baker
In November 2020, Skokie Village Manager John
Lockerby appointed Brian Baker to the position of Skokie
Police Chief. Baker, who has served as Deputy Chief
since June 2014, succeeds retiring Police Chief Anthony
Scarpelli.

in Chicago, receiving a special award from Cook County
for his involvement. He serves on the Anti-Defamation
League’s Law Enforcement Advisory Committee, and led
security operations for the Illinois Holocaust Museum &
Education Center’s opening in April 2009.

Baker began his tenure with the Skokie Police Department in 1994, initially as a patrol officer, progressing to
the ranks of sergeant and commander. In those roles, he
led investigations, tactical intervention and special operations units for the department. Baker is an active leader
in regional law enforcement initiatives. Since 2010, he
has served as Team Commander for the Northern Illinois
Police Alarm System Emergency Services regional SWAT
team that encompasses 69 municipalities in five counties.
He has extensive experience with regional terrorism
training and communication, serving on several FBI task force groups and
committees. He had a lead role in regional security for the 2012 NATO summit

Baker holds a Bachelor of Science degree from Iowa
State University. He has attended Northwestern University’s Schools of Police Staff and Command, Police
Supervision and the University’s Executive Management
Program. He has earned numerous awards and honors,
including the Chief’s Award of Merit, a Special Service
Commendation and a Joint Operations Award from the
Chicago Police Department. He served in the United
States Army for 23 years, entering service as a Second
Lieutenant and retiring with the rank of Major.
For more information visit www.skokie.org. ■

Meet New Skokie Health and Human Services Director Mike Charley
Effective November 16, 2020, Mike Charley began his
tenure as Director of Health and Human Services for
the Village of Skokie. For the past 17 years, Charley has
been on staff with the Village of Oak Park Health Department, serving as the Public Health Director since 2016
after holding the positions of Acting Health Director and
Environmental Health Supervisor.

institutions on inspection issues, foodborne illness and
complaint investigations.

Charley’s background also includes involvement in
numerous public health programs that mirror those
undertaken by the Skokie Health Department, such
as tobacco cessation, rodent control, West Nile Virus
response and more. He has secured and administered
millions of dollars in grants throughout his public health
career. The breadth of Charley’s experience includes
expertise in environmental health, having served as a
sanitarian early in his career before progressing to an environmental health
supervisor. In these roles, he worked closely with food establishments and

Charley holds a Master of Science degree in environmental management and a Bachelor of Science degree
in environmental health. Throughout his career, he has
been involved with the Illinois Environmental Health
Association, providing leadership to the organization as
the current North Chapter Director, as president, director
at large, membership chair and more.
Charley succeeds Dr. Catherine Counard who now
serves as a Medical Officer of the Office of Health
Protection at the Illinois Department of Public Health. The
Village of Skokie has one of only four certified municipal
health departments in the State of Illinois.
For more information visit www.skokie.org. ■

Reminder From the Skokie Fire Department: Renters Insurance!
During 2020, just like most years, the Skokie Fire Department responded
to residential fire calls in both apartment and rented condominium units.
Unfortunately, in a number of these cases, the tenants did not have renter’s
insurance and they suffered a significant loss of their belongings to heat,
water and smoke damage, with no option for insurance coverage after
the fact. These residents found themselves with no clothes, furniture or
belongings, and without insurance, they had to find other resources to
obtain new items.
Renter’s insurance can be purchased at reasonable prices and can be
obtained relatively quickly and easily online, or through a local insurance

agent. It’s always a good idea to obtain a few quotes and compare
coverage and rates, and be sure to request riders for extra coverage
needed for valuable jewelry or artwork. The Skokie Fire Department urges
all Skokie residents who live in rental units to obtain insurance, and
landlords should either require their tenants to have a policy or at least
strongly recommend that they look into obtaining coverage.
For more information on renters insurance,
visit http://insurance.illinois.gov/Consumer/
RentersInsuranceHelp.pdf. ■
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Meet Your Beat Officer!
It is the Skokie Police Department’s
mission to proactively and
professionally deliver law
enforcement services to the people
of Skokie in order to enhance
the quality of life through the
preservation of peace and order. The
success of this mission depends
upon a continuous effort to increase
awareness and develop higher levels
of trust and understanding among
police officers and the community.
Further, the mission serves as the
foundation upon which all actions,
organizational directives and
operational decisions are based.
Patrol officers are encouraged to act
proactively as community problem
solvers. The Village is divided into
nine geographical police beats
with boundaries established to
create balanced workloads for beat
officers who patrol the same beat on
the same watch for at least a year.
This allows beat officers to get to
know the people on their beats, and

community members to get to know
their beat officer as they respond to
calls for police service in their beats.
This focus on beat integrity allows
police and the community to more
closely monitor the problems in their
beats, and to develop more effective
solutions to those problems.

If you would like more information
about Beat 310 email Officer Panizo
at patrick.panizo@skokie.org or call
847/982-5302, ext. 5059.

For more information about Beat 312
please email Officer Bush at steve.
bush@skokie.org or call 847/9825302, ext. 5005.

Meet the Skokie Police
Beat Officers:
Beat 310
Officer Patrick Panizo is the primary
contact and Beat Coordinator of beat
310. Officer Panizo was hired by the
Skokie Police Department in 2001
and he is currently assigned as a day
shift patrol officer. Beat 310 is located
in the northwest section of Skokie.
It is one of the busier police beats,
made up of residences, commercial
buildings, restaurants, Niles North
High School, Old Orchard Junior
High School, Westfield Old Orchard,
the North Shore Center for the
Performing Arts in Skokie and Skokie
Hospital.

of residential, commercial and
industrial properties as well as
Elizabeth Meyer, Oliver McCracken
and Middleton Schools. Beat
312 has Skokie’s Sculpture Park
and numerous businesses along
Dempster Street, Oakton Street, and
McCormick Boulevard.

Beat 311
Officer Michael Cremins is the
primary contact and Beat Coordinator
of 311. Officer Cremins was hired
by the Skokie Police Department in
2000 and he is currently assigned as
a day shift patrol officer.
Beat 313
Officer Raphael Delorm is the primary
Located in the northeast section of
contact and Beat Coordinator of
Skokie, Beat 311 consists primarily
313. Officer Delorm was hired by the
of residences, parks and schools.
Skokie Police Department in 1998
Schools within Beat 311 include
Bessie Rhodes Magnet, Devonshire, and he is currently assigned as a day
shift patrol officer.
Highland and Walker. Beat 311 also
is home to the Devonshire Cultural
Center.

For more information about Beat
311 please email Officer Cremins at
michael.cremins@skokie.org or call
847/982-5302, ext. 5012.

Beat 313 covers the southeast corner
of Skokie with East Prairie School
in the center. Beat 313 is home to
numerous industrial businesses,
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation
District, the Illinois Emissions Test
Center, many retail developments
along Touhy Avenue and the Skokie
Northshore Sculpture Park.
For more information about Beat
313 please email Officer Delorm at
raphael.delorm@skokie.org or call
847/982-5302, ext. 5078.

Beat 312
Officer Steve Bush is the primary
contact and Beat Coordinator of 312.
Officer Bush was hired by the Skokie
Police Department in 1997 and is
currently assigned as a day shift
patrol officer.
Beat 312 is located in the mideast section of Skokie with a mix
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Skokie Streets Are on a Low-Salt Diet!

Skokie’s Public Works snow team works hard to reduce the amount of sodium chloride applied to Skokie streets. Pre-wetting the salt as it is spread on
the streets helps salt granules stick to the road and not bounce to the curbs and parkways. There’s less waste and wet salt melts ice faster. Public Works
also uses Beet Heet, a carbohydrate/sugar- based product to pre-treat roads before it snows and to help prevent snow and ice from bonding to street
pavement. Public Works programs plowing routes into GPS units to provide drivers with turn-by-turn directions to complete routes in the most efficient
way to reduce salt usage. Residents can help too! Parked cars are the number one reason snow and salt operations are delayed. Alternate-side parking is
in effect from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. for at least two days after any snowfall of two inches or more. On even-numbered days, vehicles must be moved to the side
of the street with even-numbered addresses. On odd-numbered days of the month, all vehicles must be moved to the side of the street with odd-numbered
addresses. Check www.skokie.org or call 847-675-SNOW (7669) for alternate-side parking info. ■
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Meet Your Beat Officer! (continued)
Beat 314
Officer Gerald Klamerus is
the primary contact and Beat
Coordinator of 314. Officer
Klamerus was hired by the Skokie
Police Department in 1995 and he
is currently assigned as a day shift
patrol officer.

Beat 314 is in the southwest corner
of Skokie, bordering Chicago
and Niles. The Skokie Police
Department, Skokie Fire Department
Headquarters, Village Hall and
Skokie Public Library are all in
Beat 314, as are Village Crossing
Shopping Center, Skokie Park
District Administrative Building,
Niles West High School, Fairview
South School, Oakton Community
College and several businesses.
There are many homes here too,
including some homes on Ionia
Avenue which is located along the
southern end of Skokie.

contact and Beat Coordinator of 315.
Officer Valenti was hired by Skokie
Police Department in 1995 and he
is currently assigned as a day shift
patrol officer.
Beat 315 is located along the
western section of Skokie. Beat 315
consists mostly of residences and
some businesses. Schools within
Beat 315 include Madison and Jane
Stenson.
For more information about Beat
315, please email Officer Valenti at
mario.valenti@skokie.org or call
847/982-5302, ext. 5040.

also includes the Skokie Valley Trail,
a multi-use bicycle/walking path that
leads south from Dempster Street
toward the Village of Lincolnwood
into Chicago. This path will
eventually link Waukegan at the
northern end. The Dempster Street
Corridor and Skokie Swift make Beat
316 very accessible.

States Post Office on Madison Street
at Niles Center Road.
For more information about Beat 317
please email Officer Nikolopoulos at
damon.nikolopoulos@skokie.org or
call 847/982-5302, ext. 5043.

For more information about Beat
316 please email Officer Moore at
kevin.moore@skokie.org or call
847/982-5302, ext. 5051.

Beat 318
Beat 318 is the Skokie Police
Department’s desk officer beat.
Officers are assigned to this
position for the duration of a shift.
The desk officer is stationed at
the front desk in the lobby of the
Beat 317
police department. The desk officer
Officer Damon Nikolopoulos is
is responsible for taking nonthe primary contact and Beat
emergency reports from citizens
Coordinator
of
317.
Officer
who come to the Skokie Police
Beat 316
For more information about Beat
Nikolopoulos
was
hired
by
the
Department as well as answering
314 please email Officer Klamerus at Officer Kevin Moore is the primary
Skokie Police Department in 2007
an internal business line and
gerald.klamerus@skokie.org or call contact and Beat Coordinator of
and
he
is
currently
assigned
as
a
non-emergency phone calls from
316. Officer Moore was hired by the
847/982-5302, ext. 5036.
day
shift
Patrol
Officer.
the public. The desk officer also
Skokie Police Department in 2007
takes non-emergency reports over
and he is currently assigned as a
Beat 317 is a small section near
the phone. The desk officer can be
day shift patrol officer.
the middle of Skokie. Much of
Downtown Skokie is within this beat. contacted by calling 847/982-5996.
Beat 316 is a small, heavilyThe CTA Yellow Line (Skokie Swift) Call 9-1-1 for emergencies
populated section in the middle of
Oakton Street station, is located
For more information
Skokie. There are many residential
here.
Lincoln
Junior
High
is
the
on the Skokie Police
complexes within this beat.
only
public
school
within
Beat
317.
Department visit www.
The CTA’s Yellow Line (Skokie
Beat 315
The
Illinois
Science
+
Technology
skokie.org. ■
Swift) Dempster Station shuttles
Officer Mario Valenti is the primary
Park
is
in
Beat
317,
as
is
the
United
commuters to and from this beat that
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of
each month. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
January 4, 19
February 1, 15
Village Board meetings are
being held electronically
until further notice.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
The Village’s Appearance.
Plan and Public Safety
Commissions, along with
the Board of Fire of Police
Commissioners and Zoning
Board of Appeals, continue
to meet virtually. Please
see the Public Meetings
Calendar at www.skokie.
org for meeting updates.
Other advisory boards and
commissions are expected
to resume meeting in 2021.
Visit www.skokie.org for an
application to serve on one
of the Village’s numerous
Village advisory boards or
commissions.

A Commercial Corridor Storefront Enhancement Program (SEP) grant to support exterior work at
NS Management, 4811 Main Street. The grant will provide reimbursement for major components of
exterior improvements and architectural fees. The business owner advised that he was encouraged by
investments being made along Main Street, including at Flawless Homes (which also received a SEP
grant several years ago), as well as C.A.R.E, a+c architects, and the recently opened Sketchbook Brewing
Company (see page 11). The grant, which will not exceed $16,598, will be given as a rebate to the owner.
The funds are a 60/40 cost-share with the business owner paying 60 percent.
A contract for $123,968 to Cargill, Inc., to purchase 2,600 tons of rock salt through the State of Illinois
Joint Purchasing Program. The amount purchased is based on historical usage as well as surplus from
winter 2019-2020.
A resolution authorizing a Class 6b Property Tax Incentive designation for property located at 7800
Austin Avenue. Due to obsolescence of the existing building and added cost for demolition and
environmental clean-up, the property had the potential to be vacant for a long time. The property was
purchased for redevelopment by Bridge Industrial Acquisitions, LLC, to construct a new state-of-theart facility to meet the requirements of the current marketplace. The Class 6b designation provides
a property tax reduction for 12 years and also has been approved as required by the Cook County
Assessor’s Office. Even with the Class 6b designation, the property taxes received from the property will
be nearly 30 percent higher than if the site remained vacant and unimproved.
Approval of an upgrade in traffic control from uncontrolled to yield sign control at the intersections of
Jarvis Avenue/Keystone Avenue and Jarvis Avenue/Kilbourn Avenue recommended by the Village’s
Engineering Division after monitoring and collecting data from both areas. These intersections share a
border with the Village of Lincolnwood which also approved of the traffic control upgrade.
An agreement with Exelorate Enterprises, LLC, d.b.a. Aquify for water system analytics that will provide
continuous monitoring of water flow and pressure throughout the Village’s system. The system includes
36 sensors and artificial intelligence analytics software that will be used to identify and address emerging
and maintenance needs. The 24/7 monitoring system will allow for immediate notification of water leaks
so that repairs can be made before system issues become larger and require more expensive mitigation.
Phase I of Skokie’s new system with Aquify is expected to be operational by January 31, 2021, and fully
operational by June 30, 2021.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

New! Senior Reassurance Program
The Skokie Human Services staff have created a new directory information, toiletries, non-perishable foods
Senior Reassurance Program for Skokie residents age and more. The program is free, and donations to the
65 and over.
program are welcome in the form of books, toiletries,
non-perishable foods/snacks (boxed or canned,
The program provides seniors with connection to
please), small gifts, games, etc.
decrease their isolation during these difficult times,
and promotes a weekly connection through help with For more information on the program or
technical skills training on how to use a computer,
to make a donation, please call Skokie
Zoom, etc.; Zoom and phone conversations on local/ Human Services staff members Sabine
world news, history, books and more; home visits
Gourgue or Dee Zmich at 847/933-8252
when necessary and delivery of care packages with
or email info@skokie.org. ■
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2021 Holiday Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection Schedule
Please clip and save this guide to
collection schedules for refuse,
recycling and yard waste during
2021 holiday weeks.
New Year’s Day (week of
December 28, 2020)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday/Tuesday collections
unchanged
Thursday collection on
Wednesday
Friday collection on Thursday
Martin Luther King Jr. Day (week of
January 18)
Refuse:
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged
Recycling:
No changes. Regular collection schedule.
Presidents’ Day (week of February
15)
Refuse:
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged
Recycling:
No changes. Regular collection schedule.

Yard waste collection on Saturday
(September 11)
Thanksgiving (week of
November 22)
Refuse:
Monday and Tuesday collections
unchanged
Attempt to complete Thursday and
Friday collections on Wednesday

Memorial Day (week of May 31)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged
Yard waste collection on Saturday (June 5)
Independence Day (week of July 5)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged
Yard waste collection on Saturday (July 10)
Labor Day (week of September 6)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday collection on Tuesday
Tuesday collection on Wednesday
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged

Collective Resource Compost
Collection Service

Recycling:
Monday and Tuesday collections
unchanged
Thursday collection on Wednesday
Friday collection unchanged
Christmas (week of December 20)
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday and Tuesday collections unchanged
Thursday collection on Wednesday
Friday collection on Thursday
For up-to-date information
on refuse, recycling and yard
waste collection, including
schedule changes due to weather
emergencies, please visit www.
skokie.org. ■

Holiday Light Recycling Program

In 2020, the Village of Skokie’s residential and commercial food
composting partnership with Collective Resource Compost grew to
include about 100 participants and diverted an estimated 45 tons of food
and other organic waste from the landfill. Wasted food not only takes
up landfill space, it also wastes the water, land and fuel resources that
were used for production and transportation. Food waste can be reduced
by meal planning, making a shopping list and storing food correctly.
Composting is the next best thing for unavoidable food waste.

Skokie Public Works will again participate in the Solid Waste Agency
of Northern Cook County’s popular holiday light recycling program
held in partnership with Elgin Recycling.
Through January 29, 2021, strands of holiday
lights may be dropped off in the container located
outside the Skokie Public Works main entrance at
9050 Gross Point Road. Drop offs accepted Monday
through Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. ■

For more information on the Collective Resource
Compost service, including collection frequency
options, fees and more, please visit www.
collectiveresource.us and scroll down to click the
link on Composting in Evanston, Morton Grove, and
Skokie. For more information about recycling in
Skokie, visit www.skoke.org and see the Sustainable
Environmental Advisory Commission’s page accessed
from the Your Government menu. ■
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Skokie’s Strong Commitment to Social Services
The Village of Skokie has a strong commitment to supporting social
services to improve the lives of Skokie residents, as illustrated by the
following initiatives:

Niles Township Youth Coalition
The Village is a founding member of the Niles Township Youth Coalition
that began more than 20 years ago as a partnership between the Skokie
Police and Human Services staff, local school administrators, social
Social Work Services - Health and Human Services
service agencies and other groups interested in the welfare of young
Department and Police Department
The Village’s Health and Human Services Department has a total of three people in the community. The group meets monthly throughout the
year to discuss problems and issues facing children and teens in the
full-time and two part-time social workers that help thousands of Skokie
community, with an emphasis on how participating groups can form
residents each year as they face challenging circumstances, whether a
single parent experiencing financial pressures, a grandparent raising their partnerships to address areas of concern.
young grandchildren, a senior citizen dealing with isolation and many
The Village of Skokie is committed to supporting
more of life’s challenges. The Human Services staff works with numerous Skokie residents with a broad range of social service
social service agencies in and around Skokie where residents are referred initiatives. For more information, please visit www.
for assistance with problems such as food insecurity, substance abuse,
skokie.org. ■
homelessness, domestic violence and more.
In addition, the Skokie Police Department has a full-time social worker
who assists some 750 individuals each year who are identified as
needing social services support during the course of police activity. This
can include children involved in domestic battery situations, victims of
sexual violence and more.
Family Services Commission
The Commission on Family Services, consisting of volunteer community
members appointed by the Village Board, provides a forum for focus on
a wide range of issues concerning Skokie’s most vulnerable citizens. The
commission’s goal is to facilitate improvement in the quality of life for
Skokie’s most vulnerable persons regardless of age, physical well-being,
or socio-economic status, through public information, education and
advocacy. Recommendations on policies, programs and procedures are
made to the Mayor and Board of Trustees.
Community Development Block Grant Social Service
Support
Since 1974, the Village receives federal funding through Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG). This is a HUD (U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development) program originally designed for
construction activities that also allows a portion of funding to be made
available for public services. Each year, the Village allocates funding to
numerous social service organizations that serve underserved, lowincome, vulnerable populations in the community, including seniors,
victims of domestic violence, the homeless, individuals with mental and
physical disabilities and more. In the Village’s 47-year history of receiving
CDBG funds, a total of almost $5.4 million has been allocated to social
service agencies that support the Skokie community.
Youth Court Call
The Village has a Youth Outreach Program that is an interdisciplinary
program involving the Village’s Human Services Division, the youth
outreach worker in the police department, and the Village’s legal
department. This program provides a constructive alternative for youthful
offenders who receive tickets for Village ordinance violations who may
be assigned community service, anger management classes, education
programs, or, when indicated, family counseling instead of receiving
traditional citations with fines. The objective of the program is to provide
guidance and direction to young people. This highly successful program
was established in 1998 and helps many young people each year.

Oakton Community College Scholarship and Workforce Training Program
In 2007, the Village of Skokie
established the Excellence
in Government Management
scholarship at Oakton
Community College (OCC)
to commemorate the 50th
anniversary of Skokie residents
overwhelmingly adopting a
1957 referendum instituting
the Council-Manager form of
government in the community.
Since then, the scholarship has
provided much-needed financial
support to Skokie residents of
all ages who attend classes at
OCC while pursuing careers
in government administration,
public safety, public health
and other disciplines related
to government operations
and public service. To date,
scholarships have been given to
a wide range of Skokie residents
of various ages, races, genders
and backgrounds to assist in their
educational pursuits.
The recipient of the 2020-21
Excellence in Government
Management scholarship is Odi
Nano, a first-generation college
student who graduated from Niles
West High School in May 2020.
He is currently pursuing an EMT
certificate with the hopes of one
day becoming a firefighter.

The application for OCC
scholarships, including the
Village of Skokie Excellence
in Government Management
Scholarship, open on January
1. Applications received by
Wednesday, March 31, 2021
will receive priority in review
and award consideration. The
application can be found at www.
oakton.edu/scholarships.
Workforce Training
Initiative
In a partnership with OCC, the
Village successfully applied for
$16,000 in grant funds from the
Skokie Community Foundation
and the Education Foundation
Serving the Students of Niles
Township for a workforce
training initiative. Village Human
Services staff is in the process
of recommending unemployed or
under-employed Skokie residents
for enrollment in short-term
certificate training programs
at OCC to improve their wageearning capacity. The grant
funds will cover the full cost of
admission, tuition, fees, books
and if needed, transportation.
More information at
www.skokie.org. ■
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2020 Year in Review

Here is a look back on
some of the highlights of
2020 in Skokie:
COVID-19 Response
The Skokie Health and Human
Services Department led the
Village’s response to the pandemic,
providing information to the
community, working closely with
the Centers for Disease Control,
Illinois Department of Public
Health and local partners all while
undertaking contact tracing efforts
and advising individual residents,
long-term care facilities and others
needing guidance as the pandemic
conditions changed throughout the
year. Employees in every Village
department and division continue
to assist with the response effort.
Skokie Spirit Shines
Through Campaign
In late March, the Village launched
the campaign that encouraged
residents to submit photos, some
of which are seen above, and
uplifting messages for a new
section on the Village website. The
Skokie Community Foundation
quickly supported the campaign
by launching a fundraising effort
that resulted in Skokie residents
and businesses donating more

than $60,000 that Skokie Human
Services staff used to help Skokie
residents experiencing financial
hardship due to the pandemic.

Skokie Businesses Meet
the Moment
Whether large or small, 2020 was
a challenging year for all Skokie
businesses. They quickly stepped
up to meet the community’s needs
by offering curbside pick up and
delivery service, special hours
for vulnerable residents, erecting
tents for outdoor dining, organizing
outdoor concerts, donating food
to essential workers and so much
more, as seen in the photo below
with Poochie’s owners bringing
lunch to Public Works during early
April.

8000 North Construction
Continues
After construction delays due to
permitting and financing issues,
construction on the 8000 North
project at Lincoln Avenue at Oakton
Street began in earnest in fall
2020. Occupancies at the 153-unit,
luxury rental building are expected
in early 2022. See article on page
12.

Community Review of the
Skokie Police Department
Use of Force Policy
In early 2020, Skokie Mayor
George Van Dusen took the Obama
Foundation’s Reimagining Policing
Pledge and committed to examine
public safety policies through an
equity lens. The Skokie Police
Department’s Use of Force policy
is reviewed annually. At Mayor Van
Dusen’s request, the 2020-2021
review is being conducted by
volunteer members of the Village’s

Public Safety and Human Relations
Commission, along with members
of 16 invited community groups.
Discussion meetings on the third
Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.
can be viewed live on the Village’s
YouTube and cable television
channels. See www.skokie.org,
Public Safety Commission page,
for more details.
Sketchbook Brewing
Company Opens
Sketchbook Brewing
Company opened at
4910 Main Street over
the summer. The brewery
and tap room quickly
became a community
favorite, with the Village
supporting a local food
truck initiative at the site
on weekends, owners
providing regular brewery
tours and more.
See more Skokie 2020
highlights, including
sustainability programs,
the great hamster rescue,
stormwater review task
force, #SkokieWeGotThis
campaign and more at
www.skokie.org. ■
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8000 North Development Proceeds
Construction of the residential tower at the
8000 North development on the northwest
corner of Oakton Street and Lincoln Avenue
began in late October and continues at a
rapid pace. The superstructure is slated to
be topped off by early 2021, with occupancies in early 2022. The 12-story, $70 million
residential and mixed-use tower will feature
153 luxury rental units ranging from studios
to penthouse-level 3-bedroom apartments.
8000 North is the culmination of years
of efforts by Village leaders to bring an
architecturally-significant building to Downtown Skokie. Designed by award-winning,
internationally-recognized architect Lucien
LaGrange, 8000 North will be in the same
league as the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, the Park
Tower and the Ritz-Carlton Residences, all designed by LaGrange and located in Chicago’s
Gold Coast.

area that feature a fitness center, yoga studio,
fire pits and barbecue grills. The ground floor
will feature Shakou, a full-service Asian-fusion restaurant. Other commercial tenants and
restaurants are expected to be signed prior to
completion. The developers report that nearly
250 people have expressed interest in receiving leasing information for the apartments
when available.

The development is a public-private partnership between the Village and the developer,
MDG 8000 North Lincoln. Building amenities
will include art throughout the public spaces,
a motor court, a rooftop deck and gathering

Construction updates and an
interested parties list for those
seeking information on leasing at 8000 North is available at
www.8000north.com. ■
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■
12/16/20 9:50 AM

