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COVID-19 Vaccinations Are Underway in Skokie
Be sure to pre-register for your vaccine!

At press time in mid-February, the
Village had administered nearly 6,199
doses of COVID-19 vaccine, and more
than 28,000 Skokie residents and
healthcare workers are pre-registered in
the Village’s vaccination database.

Skokie residents age 16 and over who
live in the 60076, 60077 and 60203 zip
code areas are encouraged to preregister for a COVID-19 vaccination
from the Village of Skokie. Please see
article on page three for information on
the new addition of 16- and 17-year-old
residents to the pre-registration database. Vaccinations are being given by appointment
only. Due to the high demand for vaccinations and
the inadequate supply of vaccine, it could take
months until you receive an invitation to make a
vaccination appointment.

1. Pre-register with the Village of Skokie. Every household
member age 16 and over is encouraged
to pre-register.
A link to the pre-registration portal is
available on the home page at www.
skokie.org. Note: you will not receive a
confirmation email from the Village after
pre-registering.

2. Await notification from the
Village. Please be patient. With more
than 28,000 individuals pre-registered
in the Village system, it may take
many weeks or months before you are
A volunteer nursing student from Oakton
notified. Based on the information you provide, the
Community College vaccinates a Skokie
Village will notify you via the email address provided
senior citizen at the January 27, 2021
when the vaccine is available to you based on your
vaccination clinic.
priority group (State of Illinois vaccination phase),
the order in which you pre-registered (first-in, first
served) and, most importantly, the amount of available vaccine. The email
Here are the steps to the Village of Skokie COVID-19
will come from info@skokie.org; to date, the invitation emails are being
vaccination process:
issued late in the week. The Village is currently vaccinating individuals

Continued on page two

Call for Medical Professional Volunteers!
Medical professionals are needed to assist as volunteers with the
Village’s COVID-19 pandemic response. Skokie residents who are
licensed medical professionals and are interested in volunteering
are encouraged to visit the Skokie Medical Reserve Corps webpage
that is found under the Health Department section at www.skokie.
org for more information. Volunteers are currently needed to serve
as vaccinators, pharmacists and in other roles at Skokie’s COVID-19
vaccination clinic site; to assist with clinic preparation, as COVID-19
contact tracers and more.
To volunteer, please complete and submit the
Medical Reserve Corps application at www.skokie.
org, or call Dane Smith at 847/982-5915 for more
information. ■
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COVID-19 Vaccinations (continued from page one)
in Phase 1A and Phase 1B, including
seniors age 65 and older, healthcare
workers and some essential workers.
Note: Until vaccine supply increases, the
Village of Skokie will not be expanding
to the Phase 1B Part II group recently
announced by the Governor that includes
individuals who are 16 to 64 years of
age with co-morbidities and underlying
conditions, as well as individuals with
disabilities. The Village of Skokie will
move into the Phase 1B Part II group
when supply increases significantly
through more doses available of current
vaccines or new vaccine authorized, when
most persons within the current phase are
vaccinated (more than 60 to 70 percent)
or when demand in the current phase
is less than vaccination available. The
lack of vaccine being shipped
to the Village continues to be
the greatest barrier to vaccinating Skokie residents at a
faster pace.

sleeves and a mask. If you work at a
Skokie healthcare provider, please
bring a work ID or documentation of
employment.
5. Await an email notification
from the Village a few days
before it’s time for your second and final dose. You should
expect to receive this email several
days to a week in advance of when the
second vaccine dose is available to you
with a link to make an appointment.
The Village is currently administering
Moderna vaccine, with the doses set 28
days (or more) apart. The date of your
second dose might vary by a day or two
from what’s written on your initial card.

These essential workers are waiting in the
observation area at Skokie’s vaccination
clinic after receiving their first COVID-19
vaccinations in January 2021.

3. Register for your first vaccine
dose. The notification email from info@skokie.
org will include a link to register for an appointment to receive your first dose of the vaccine.
Upon completing the registration, you will receive a confirmation email with
a ticket to present for admission.
4. Receive your first vaccine dose. Please do not arrive more
than five minutes before your appointment. Please bring a current, stateissued photo ID showing proof of Skokie residency. Be sure to wear short

6. Register for your second
vaccine dose. The email you receive from info@skokie.org will include
a link to register for an appointment to
receive your second dose of the vaccine. Upon completing registration, you
will receive a confirmation email with a ticket to
for admission.

7. Receive your second vaccine
dose. Please do not arrive more than five minutes early. Please bring
a current, state-issued photo ID showing proof of Skokie residency. Be
sure to wear short sleeves and a mask. If you work at a Skokie healthcare
provider, please bring a work ID or documentation of employment.
See more information at www.skokie.org. ■

Stand Against Racism - April 22 Through 25, 2021
At press time, plans were pending for the annual Stand Against Racism,
a campaign to raise awareness about the negative impact of institutional
and structural racism in our communities. For many years, the Village of

Skokie has participated in the Evanston YWCA’s Stand Against Racism
program. While specific plans for the 2021 Stand Against Racism remain
pending, the dates are set for April 22 through 25. Last year’s event was
quickly redesigned under the heading Different Locations. Shared Experience. A Community United, with participants asked to:
• Sign the pledge
• Read the pledge together (if possible within COVID-19 safety guidelines)
• Create a sign
• Deepen your understanding of equity. Discuss. Repeat.
• Tell your story
This photo shows Human Relations Commission Chairman Maria Monastero Bueno (right) and Commissioner Karen Lise Sherman participating
outside Village Hall in 2020. More information will be posted
when available at www.skokie.org. ■
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COVID-19 Vaccination Update from Health and Human Services
From Mike Charley, Health and
Human Services Director

clinics are providing a tremendous service to
the community.

As we all await increased supply of COVID-19
vaccines, there is good news to share about
the Village’s COVID-19 vaccination effort:
the Village has established an efficient and
safe COVID-19 vaccination clinic. Vaccine
allotments from the State of Illinois to the
Village of Skokie are expected to increase and
when they do, the Village is prepared to offer
more frequent clinic dates and expand clinic
times.

Vaccine Supply
At press time, the Village’s limited vaccine
supply is necessitating prioritizing
administering second doses. First-dose
clinics will continue to be offered in coming
weeks when vaccine supply is sufficient.
Feedback has been overwhelmingly
positive from many of the more than 6,000
Skokie residents, healthcare workers
and other essential workers who have
received vaccinations at Skokie’s clinic. My
colleagues and I welcome your comments at
info@skokie.org, whatever your experience.

The Village is administering vaccine as quickly
as the vaccine is being supplied by the State
of Illinois. The Village’s priority is to utilize all
received vaccine weekly to vaccinate residents as
quickly and efficiently as possible.
During December 2020, the Village quickly
mobilized a team to secure a vaccination clinic
location in the community that was large enough
to provide sufficient space to maximize vaccine
output, while providing a safe environment
for those receiving the vaccine. In short order,
community partner Arie Crown Hebrew Day
School offered a portion of its newly-acquired
building at 7770 Frontage Road for the clinic.

Above: Oakton Community College nursing
program students wait for another patient to
vaccination at Skokie’s February 11, 2021 clinic.
Below: Thumbs-up from this Skokie resident
who is an essential worker after receiving her
second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Skokie residents can explore securing
vaccination appointments at private
providers in the area, including Walgreens,
Jewel-Osco and area hospitals. Search for
area vaccination sites at https://coronavirus.
illinois.gov/s/vaccination-location.
Inadequate supply of vaccines, despite
Skokie’s request for larger shipments
from the State of Illinois, remains the
single largest barrier to vaccinating Skokie
residents at a faster pace.

“All Hands on Deck”
An interdisciplinary team of Village staff began
participating in virtual meetings several times
a week to develop a plan for the Village’s
COVID-19 vaccination clinics. Much of the
initial planning for this effort was done by
Skokie Public Health Nurse and Emergency
Preparedness Coordinator Claudia Braden, with
assistance from Bruce Jones, Environmental
Health Supervisor and Public Health Nurse Susan Reisberg.

Cases and Hospitalizations are
Down
There is more good news: the seven-day
moving average of COVID-19 cases in Skokie
has decreased since November 18, 2020,
along with hospitalizations. The Village’s
positivity rate from February 8 through 14
is 2.57 percent, by contrast to a January 13,
2021 positivity rate of 5.9 percent.

This team of experienced Village staff is being assisted by individuals
from all Village departments, for an ‘all hands on deck’ approach to
this most important task to serve the community, as well as numerous
volunteers and staff from the Skokie Park District, Hatzalah and the Arie
Crown Hebrew Day School who have stepped up to help. In addition to
those at the clinic, more than 30 individuals are answering phone calls and
emails from the community. This team includes not only Village staff and
community volunteers, but staff from the Skokie Public Library, another
valuable community partner in this effort.
Many of the vaccines administered at Skokie’s clinic are given by nursing
students from Oakton Community College. This arrangement, which has
proven essential to providing an efficient clinic, is possible because of the
Village’s long-standing partnership with Oakton for nursing students to
assist at the Village’s annual flu immunization clinics. The Oakton nursing
students and faculty who are on site at the Village’s COVID-19 vaccination

Possible Addition of Pfizer Vaccine
In coming weeks, the Village might begin administering the Pfizer vaccine
in addition to the Moderna vaccine currently being offered. Residents will
not have a choice in the type of vaccine they receive. If Pfizer vaccine is
introduced at Village clinics, residents 16 and 17 years of age also will
be able to pre-register for a vaccine, as Pfizer is indicated for individuals
those ages. See www.skokie.org for updates.
Please continue to practice the 3 Ws to protect
yourself and your family: Wear a mask, Watch your
distance and Wash your hands.
Updates on the Village’s COVID-19 vaccination efforts
will be posted at www.skokie.org, and also in editions
of SkokieNews, the Village’s electronic newsletter.
Subscribe to SkokieNews at www.skokie.org. ■
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Congratulations to the 2020 Business of the Year Award Winners!
The Skokie Consumer Affairs Commission
honored the 2020 Business of the Year award
at the January 19, 2021 Village Board meeting,
recognizing winner Kaleidoscope Dance, 3944
Church Street, during the virtual presentation.
Established in 2004 by owner Heather Jackson,
the studio provides high-quality dance
instruction to children and adults. During 2020,
the studio implemented safety protocols, and
when classes weren’t possible, offered outdoor
dance parties, virtual dance classes, homedelivered goodie bags and more to boost the
spirits of their young students and their families.
Runners up for the 2020 Business of the Year
Award include Affinity Smiles Family Dental,
5550 West Touhy Avenue; Cassandra Strings
musical instrument store, 3409 Church Street and
Kneads & Wants Artisan Bakery, 8042 Lincoln
Avenue. Honorable mentions were given to Aldi,
Culver’s Skokie, Fiesta en Tuxpan Mexican Grill,
Golf-Crawford Auto Service, Herm’s Palace,
Kaufman’s Bagel and Deli, Panera Bread, Saffron

Rolled Ice Cream, Service Master by Simons,
TBK Grill, The Crazy Greek, Tub Tim Thai and
Weiss Properties.
Kaleidoscope Dance received a plaque and
a Business of the Year trophy that will be
displayed in the studio for one year. The
Consumer Affairs Commission received over
70 ballots nominating 32 different Skokie
businesses. Ballot entries were available at
Village Hall, at www.skokie.org and on the Shop
Local Skokie Facebook page. The Consumer
Affairs Commission sponsors the Skokie
Farmers’ Market and makes recommendations
on ordinances and regulations related to
consumer affairs. All recommendations are
presented to the Mayor and the Village Board.
Kaleidoscope Dance Owner Heather Jackson For further information on the
with the 2020 Business of the Year Plaque and Consumer Affairs Commission,
please visit www.skokie.org or
Traveling Trophy.
contact Brian Augustine at
847/933-8408. ■

Compost Bin Reimbursement
The Village of Skokie offers
a one-time reimbursement of
$25 for approved compost bins
for single family homes. For
more information on Skokie’s
requirements and to download the
compost bin reimbursement form,
visit www.skokie.org and search
“compost bin”.
Why compost?

4

•

Composting keeps additional
waste out of landfills

•

Aerobic composting reduces
methane emissions and is a
simple action step you can
take to fight climate change

•

Compost is good for your
garden and landscape plants

•

It saves money – use it as a
fertilizer and mulch
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How to compost
Compostable items include fruit
peels, vegetable scraps, eggshells,
nutshells, coffee grounds, leaves,
newspapers and more. Open
compost piles are not allowed
in Skokie and animal products
such as meat, dairy, gravy, bones,
mayonnaise, greases or oils are
not allowed in compost bins.
For help getting started, the
Skokie Park District’s Emily
Oaks Nature Center offers a
backyard composting class for
a small fee, check out a book
on composting from the Skokie
Public Library or visit the Illinois
Extension’s horticulture website.
See more information on
recycling, sustainability
and conservation at www.
skokie.org. ■
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Spring Forward and Check Your
Batteries on March 14!
Daylight savings time begins on
Sunday, March 14, 2020 at 2 a.m.
when clocks need to be set forward
one hour.

The Skokie Fire Department
reminds residents to check and
change batteries once a year in all
smoke alarms, carbon monoxide
detectors and all emergency
accessory kits to make sure they
are in working condition. Be sure
to replace smoke alarms every 10
years and follow the manufacturer’s
recommendation regarding carbon
monoxide detector replacement, as
all models vary.
Additionally, all Illinois
homeowners and landlords must
have carbon monoxide detectors in
buildings containing bedrooms and
sleeping facilities. All residential
units are required to have at least
one carbon monoxide alarm within
15 feet of every room used for
sleeping purposes.

For more information
about smoke and carbon
monoxide detectors,
contact the Skokie
Fire Department Fire
Prevention Bureau at
847/982-5340.
Please see the Fire
Department page at www.
skokie.org for information
on fire prevention and fire
safety. ■
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Congratulations to Nicholas Eschner, Deputy Fire Chief
In December 2020, Nicholas Eschner was promoted
to Deputy Fire Chief of the Skokie Fire Department,
serving with Fire Chief Jeffrey Hoeflich and Deputy
Chief Kathleen Furgala.

Eschner is a graduate of Oklahoma State University, having earned a Bachelor of Science in Fire
Protection and Safety Technology, and Master of
Science degree in Fire Administration and Emergency
Management. While completing his studies, he was
named a Top 10 Graduate/Senior of Significance and
has been inducted into the university’s Fire Protection Hall of Fame of Service and Leadership. He also
holds nearly 40 certifications for fire science skills,
including being a licensed paramedic, rescue diver,
fire investigator and more. He is a member of the National Fire Protection Association Board for Certified
Plan Reviewer Certification.

From March 2008 until his recent promotion,
Eschner was a Shift Captain at Skokie Fire Station
18, and was responsible for managing emergency
response, the apparatus fleet and facilities at the station. He also served as the Program Director for the
Skokie Fire Department’s Insurance Services Office
(ISO) Program that grades fire protection for an area
on a 1 to 10 grading system, with 1 being the best.
The Village of Skokie has held an ISO Class 1 rating
since 1995.
From 2008 through March 2020, Eschner also worked as a part-time lieutenant
with the McHenry Township Fire Protection District, serving as a fire protection
specialist and a fire prevention bureau plan reviewer. He has held leadership
positions with the regional Mutual Aid Box Alarm System division (MABAS
3), serving as team leader for technical rescue response and training for the 18
local fire departments in the division.

Eschner has received numerous awards throughout
his career in fire service, including a Valor Award from the Hundred Club of Chicago and a medal of Merit from the Village of Skokie for his actions in rescuing
two people from a 2018 Skokie house fire. Among his many other commendations is receiving a letter of recognition for assisting in the delivery of a healthy
baby girl in the back of a Skokie ambulance.
For more information and fire prevention tips from the
Skokie Fire Department, visit www.skokie.org. ■

Skokie Fire Department Hydrant Flushing Program Begins Soon!
The Village’s annual fire hydrant flushing
program begins in the spring. See the
hydrant flushing schedule that is updated
each week on the Village website.
Hydrant flushing helps ensure that optimal
water flow is available to firefighters,
residents, and businesses. Hydrant
flushing also helps maintain water clarity
and quality by clearing iron and mineral
deposits from the water mains and other
distribution pipes.

Though some residents may choose to
have bottled water on standby during this
time, the water from the fire hydrants is the
same as the domestic tap water entering
the household. Therefore, the water is
potable, safe to drink and though slightly
tinged in color, the water does not pose
any health hazards.
Though the Skokie Fire Department
makes every attempt to flush hydrants in
a planned geographical area on set dates,
issues such as inclement weather, road
construction and traffic conditions may
alter their schedule. Therefore, it is difficult to
advise residents exactly when fire hydrants
within their neighborhood will be flushed.

Fire hydrants are flushed Monday through
These two enthusiastic Village employees pictured above are seen
Thursday, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and on Friday
flushing a hydrant on Kostner Avenue in summer 2020.
from 8 a.m. to noon. Hydrant flushing
generally does not occur on weekends, but
water distribution can sometimes be effected by unexpected events, such as a
water main break, etc. The Skokie Fire Department offers the following informa- It also is important to note that residents might experience water discoloration if
tion to the community about fire hydrant flushing:
the Skokie Fire Department has utilized the fire hydrant system for fire suppression activities within their neighborhood.
When a fire hydrant is flushed, residents residing within that geographical area
may notice a brief discoloration in their residential tap water. Running the cold
For more information on the Skokie Fire Department visit
water faucets open for a few minutes will alleviate the discoloration concern. To www.skokie.org. ■
avoid staining clothing, residents should not wash clothes until the water runs
clear once again.
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Thanks to all 2020 Assist-A-Family Program Donors!
The 2020 Assist-A-Family program helped a total of 202 Skokie families facing financial challenges enjoy the winter holidays. All of the families were
dealing with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, including the loss of family members who were wage earners, caring for sick family members, loss of
employment or the reduction of work hours that caused them to fall behind in mortgage or rent payments or utilities bills. Some families were trying hard
to stretch what resources they had to help out other family members. There was a significant increase in first-time applicants this year, including some
from households that had two wage earners before the pandemic in which both individuals either lost their jobs or saw their income reduced. Others who
had relied on second jobs to make ends meet had lost that important second earning opportunity due to the pandemic conditions.
A total of 378 donors gave generously to the 2020 program, with a total of more than $57,000 in donations received to help Skokie families in need. This
record-breaking amount donated is a testament to the heart of the community, with residents giving generously to help their Skokie neighbors in need
during this challenging time for so many. ■
Meherunnisa & Habib
Abbasi
Michael Abello
Karen Abram
Jodi Ackerman
Usma Ahmad
Mohammad
Ahsanullah
Sabir M. Ahsanullah
Sheri Alber
Eva Allen
Dale E. Anderson
The Angelus
Association
Anonymous
Patricia Ansuini
Nikoletta Antonakos
Rebecca Arends
Jane Atkinson
Melissa Baniaga
Carolyn Bartman
Ronza Basue
Katie Bauer
Julie C. Bayoneto
Kimeri Swanson-Beck
Kate Beckering
Katrina Belogorsky
Georgina Benjamin
Jane Berlowe
Jean Best
John M. Bigwood
Mustafa Bilgic
Beverly Binstein
Susan Blumenfeld
Jacklyn C. Brennan
Marc Brodbeck
Adrian Bron
Ellen Brooderson
Anita Brown
Bonnie Brown
Robert J. Bruchman
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Shayne Brunner
Lawrence Buhay
David Buisseret
Catherine Buisseret
Pamela Burkman
Maureen Burns
Skokie Firefighters
Benevolent Fund
Courtney Cabin
Dustin Cain
Despina Calabrese
Leo Callahan
Stefano Canta
Dorothy Carbonaro
Vicki Carter
Linda Solin Case
Central United
Methodist Church
Martha Chaney
Monica Chavez
Elizabeth Chavez
Richard D. Chessick,
M.D., Ph.D.
Sigrid Rita Chohen
Randie Chubin
Mary Cobb
Carl Cohen
Rebecca Condon
The Joan Cook
Revocable Trust
Eileen Coulombe
Lee M. Covitt
Sheryl & Lee Covitt
Susan Cowen
Stephanie Crabtree
Crafty Beaver Home
Centers
Suzanne Dallas
Susan & Thomas
Damario
Kathryn Danziger

Cynthia Darling
Atanu Das
Dave Baum Media
Training Group
Donald C. Davis
Mary Demos
Amir Deravi - Saffron
Rolled Ice Cream &
Desserts, LLC
Shelley Sutker-Dermer
Chris Diehl
John Domke
Elizabeth Dostert
Donald Doyle
Christopher Dugan
Jill Dzik
Sabrina Ehmke
Sandra N. Elbaum
Shira Eliaser
Amy C. & Steven H.
Elizer
Village Of Skokie
Employees
Frances Faller
Deborah Farber
Jeff Farkas
Judy & Fred Feinstein
Andrea Field
Marilyn Fisher
Norman Flasch
Arlene Flitman
Henry Fohs
Clara Foreman
Steven Franklin
Carol Friedman in
Honor of Kay Friedman
Lisa Friedman
Ann Furman
Erin Fusco
Allen G. Askew
Neal Gadlin

Virginia Gaiser
Jessica Garcia
Linda Gelb
Kenneth Gentry
Michael Gershbein
Rebecca Gianotti
Elizabeth Gilbert
Thomas Giller
Steven H. Glickman
Cathy Gluck
Joan Goodman
Lisa Gotkin
Margaret Gravesmill
Barbara Greenberg
Laurence Greenberg
Kimberly Greiner
Karen Griffin
Deborah Grodinsky
Carol T. Gutekanst
Haben Funeral Home &
Crematorium
Susan Hagedorn
Rebecca Hankin
Lisa Hanley
Judith Hargreaves
Carrie Hargus
Rebecca Harris
R. Cheryl Rosen Harris
Marie Hatland
Gena Hayward
Andrew Hazard
Todd Hensley
Ethel Herman
Anna Herning
Skokie Park District
Hockey Event
Christine & Jeffrey
Hoeflich
Christopher Hoeft
Judith Hoffman
Russell Hollander
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Denise Hong
James E. Hopp
Thomas Hovey Jr.
Jeffrey Huber
Denise Hudec
Tracey Hulstein
Larry I. Hyman
Catherine Icenogle
Norbert J. Kowalski
Wendy Jackson
Ezra E. Jaffe
Catherine Janes
Mike Jarosik
Cenietta JemisonMullins
Susan Jona
Russell Jones
Laurie Kabb
Mark V. Kadzie
Mark Kadzie
Linda Kahan
Lisa Kaihara
William Kanda
Kathy Aragaki Food
Styling
Lyle Kay
Trustee Karen GrayKeeler and Dr. Thomas
Keeler
Philip Kelley
Jane H. Kenas-Heller
Nancy Kim
Carey Kisselburg
Phillip Klein
Trustee Ralph & Lillian
Klein
Anna Kleyman
Dava Kondiles
Kenneth Koolkin

Anna Kotsovos
Norbert Kowalski
Katherine Kozak
Tammi Kozlowski
Elaine Kraatz
Charmaine Krause
Glenda Kravitz
Susan Kumar
Rejeanne J. Lamore
Jennifer Lande
Katherine Larson
Dorothea D. Lattyak
Lerman, Sweeney &
Company, LLP
Myra & Howard Levin
Howard R. Levin
Lonny Levin
Julie Levy
Nathan Lichtenstein
Christine Lim
Beth Lindley
Evan Lindsay
Lin-Mar Towing &
Recovery
Seymour Lipton
Elaine Lisitza
Katherine & John
Lockerby
Cheryl Longhini
Niles Township
Democrats
Cathy & Cary Maassen
Lucia & Monico
Macabenta
Carol Machalinski
Rubina Magsino
John J. Mahal
Lala Mahoney
Patrick Mahoney

Continued on page seven
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Please Be a Courteous Pet Owner

• Excessive barking any time during

The Skokie Police Department’s Animal
Control officers investigate and enforce
violations of the Village of Skokie animal
ordinances, including cruelty to animals,
failure to control a vicious animal as well
as:

the day or night.

• Leaving a dog unattended
in public, even if on a
leash.

• Harboring more than one dog in an

•
•

Failure to clean up defecation.

•

Permitting a dog to run at large (off
leash) or in ‘off limits’ areas such as
parks, playgrounds, school yards and around swimming pools, etc.

apartment or two in a house.

Failure to display a current Skokie
cat/dog license or rabies tag.

Skokie’s animal control
ordinances are aimed to
protect pets and the quality
of life in the community. See
more information on Skokie’s animal ordinances at
www.skokie.org. ■

Assist-A-Family Donors (continued)
Carmen Maldonado
Pamelyn Massarsky
Sally S. Maurer
Lindsey Mayer
Bessie Mbadugha
Maureen Mccoy
Una McGeough
Joanie McKinney
Kathleen McNutt
Marcia A. Merkin
Rondell Merril
Linda J. Metrick
Gerald Meyers
Helen & Edward Mikos
Ellan K. Miller
Karen Miller
Richard Moldwin
Maria Elizabeth
Monastero Bueno
Mary K. Montoye
Rachel & Fred Moore
Elaine Morgan
Donna & Morton
Moss
Mary Motoye
Henry Mueller
Leslie Murphy
Moses Nang
Eleanor Nangle
Sujani Nannapaneni
Danielle Natonson
Beth Negronida
Bill Neilson
Kathleen Nelson
Joan Neumahr

Niles Township
Interfaith Service
W. John Nixon
Richard L. Nock
North Shore
Community Bank
Amanda O’Brien
Sharon O’Connell
Thomas J. O’Connor
Heather O’Donnell
Lisa Omori
Usha & Pramod Shah
On Behalf Of Georgia
Nut Co.
Barbara Oshita
Sureshrani Paintal
Ann Pantoga
Rajesh Parikh
Ok J. & Kenneth Park
James Paskind
Michael L. Passman
Krecun Pay
Patricia Payne
Dennis Penepacker
Ross Penniman
Katherine Hollenberg &
Mark Penning
Fran Perlman
Hasha Perman
Lynn Petersen
Cecile & George Pfaff
Paul Phillips
Emanuel Pollack
Robert J. Portillo
David Pregozen

H. Primack
Anita Puric
Robert Quane
S. Robert Rafayko
Anna Rasmussen
Terry Ratoff
Daniel Rauch
Wendy Raven
Herbert Reece
Michael Remedi
Deborah Render
Heidi Rico
Ronald Ritter
Paul Robak
Trustee Randall &
Margaret Roberts
Jan & Wayne Rogoski
Scott Rohloff
Vanessa Rosenbaum
Sally M. Rosenberg
Rachel Rosenberg
Gary Rosenthal
Joseph K. Rosman,
M.D.
Maurice Roth
Rosalie Roth
Tari Rubenstein
Gail Rubin
Berton Rubin
Kathleen Rundell
Annie Rutherford
Janice Sackett
Arijean Sahyouni
Roxann Salgado
Nancy Salkover

Benilda O. Sanchez
Michelle Sandvik
Neneth S. Santos
Susan Sautel
William G. Schmidt
Mary Jo Schnabel
Paul Schoenwetter
Nancy Schor-Kaufman
Laura Schwartz
Julie Selig
Peter Seman
Janice Senra
Brad & Shannon
Sensibar Living Trust
Jill Serikaku
Ruthlynn Shapiro
Stuart I. Share
Sameena Shariff
Autumn Sharp
Deborah Shefren
Adina Sheinin
Karen Sherman
Kathy Shine
Faith Shulruff
Afzal U Siddiqui
Sandra Edward Silins
Cathy Silvern
Carol & Joel Singer
Skokie Indians Little
League
Skokie Public Library
Pamela M. Smith
Suzanne Sonnier
Lisa Sorkin
Natalie Sproull

St. Timothy’s Lutheran
Church
Jaime Stasiorowski
Petya Stefanova
Judith Stevens
Ilene Stiernber
Earl Strassberger
Norma Struch
Meleesa Sullivan
London Summerville
Susan A. Ross &
William George
Shelley Sutherland
Trustee Edie Sue Sutker
Michael Leonard
Swanson
John A. Sward
Mark J. Swenson
Amy Swiatowiec
Heryl Szucsits
Marianne Tadish
Ann & Howard Tennes
Shirley H. Thompson
Rena Thompson
Thomas Thompson
Karen Topp
Nancy Toyama
Michael Trier
Blythe Trilling
Patricia Urbanus
Smith Valic
Mayor George and
Susan Van Dusen
James R. Van Dyke
Nada Vardijan

Bonnie L. Vasaloski
Melissa Versch
Heather Vezner
Nancy Victor
William Wagner
Maria Ward
Susan Wascher-Kumar
Lee W. Weisgal
Jason Wening
Janet S. Werner
Megan Wertymer
Robert Carty &
Adelaide Whitehouse
Leslie Post-Weissinger
& William Weissinger
Eva Winckler
Jennifer J. Wooldridge
Kate & Nick Wyatt
Emi Yamauchi
Wanda J. Young
Lisa Zagorin
Syed Zaidi
Eileen Zeidman
Christine Zerka Yoo
John Paul Zielinski
Sincere thanks
to all of the
generous 2020
Assist-A-Familiy
donors! ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:

The Village Board meets the
first and third Mondays of each
month. Meetings begin at 8
p.m. in the Council Chambers
of Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street. Watch live on
SkokieVision Cable Television
(Channel 25 on RCN systems,
Channel 17 on Comcast
systems) or at www.skokie.org.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
March 1, 15
April 5, 19
Village Board meetings are
being held electronically until
further notice.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
The Village’s Appearance,
Plan and Public Safety
Commissions, Board of Health
and Sustainable Environmental
Advisory Commission, along
with the Board of Fire of Police
Commissioners and Zoning
Board of Appeals, continue to
meet virtually. Please see the
Public Meetings Calendar at
www.skokie.org for meeting
updates. Other advisory boards
and commissions are expected
to resume meeting later in
2021. Visit www.skokie.org
for an application to serve on
one of the Village’s numerous
Village advisory boards or
commissions.

A contract with Christopher B. Burke Engineering, Ltd., to perform professional services for a review of
the Village’s Stormwater Plan. Skokie has an extensive stormwater system including detention ponds,
underground storage tanks, street berms, restrictors and rain gardens, which were designed using
rainfall data from the 1980s. While effective to reducing basement backups, the growing intensity and
frequency of major storms necessitate a review. A new Stormwater Task Force was established in 2020
to analyze and identify potential improvements given the trend of higher rain intensity. See page nine for
information on a new flooding questionnaire Skokie residents are asked to complete by April 30, 2021.
A Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Neighborhood Enhancement Program. This pilot
initiative with a neighborhood focus will provide financial assistance to a group of households for exterior
repairs. The purpose is to impact multiple homes in one area to broaden the impact of CDBG funds. The
pilot program will assist income-eligible households with energy efficiency or safety improvements to
create more suitable living environments for all households. See article below for more information.
Proprietary purchase of an ECG Monitor/Defibrillator/Pacer from Zoll Medical Corp., Chelmsford,
Massachusetts. The unit is being purchased as part of a five-year replacement cycle, and is compatible
with the Skokie Fire Department’s existing computerized patient care reporting software. The monitor/
defibrillator/pacer gives the Skokie Fire Department real-time CPR effectiveness feedback for improved
cardiac arrest survival rates.
A resolution for Motor Fuel Tax (MFT)-funded maintenance of streets as is required by the State
of Illinois to receive MFT funds for use with snow and ice control, street lighting energy as well as
maintenance of street lights, traffic signals and sidewalks.
A development agreement with E&M Strategic Development as well as ordinances pertaining to zoning,
site plan, special use permit and subdivision plat for the Downtown Skokie Homewood Suites by Hilton
Hotel and Conference Center. See article on page 11 for more information on the hotel development.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Neighborhood Enhancement Pilot Program
At its January 19 meeting, the Village Board approved
the Neighborhood Enhancement Program. The pilot
program is one of several programs that support affordable housing in Skokie.
Since 1975, the Village has provided $23.4 million in
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to support programs and services for low-income
residents. Over $2.1 million of this funding has been
invested in individual, owner-occupied, incomeeligible homes supporting over 400 households.
This new program is expected to build upon this
investment with a neighborhood focus. Please visit
www.skokie.org/1227 for additional information.
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Yard Waste Collection Resumes on April 7
Yard waste collection season spans from the beginning of April through
November, with collections always conducted on Wednesday. Yard waste
should be set out by 7 a.m. in the same place that refuse and recycling are
collected. Collections do not need to be scheduled in advance.

Materials not collected:

•
•
•
Yard waste must be placed in 32-gallon paper yard waste bags can be
purchased from local grocery and hardware or home improvement stores. •
Do not place yard waste in refuse or recycling carts, Branches must be
•
smaller than three inches in diameter. Bundles must be tied and less than

Grass clippings (mulch with mower or dispose of privately)
Yard waste in plastic bags
Loose branches
Dirt and large quantities of sod
Stumps, logs, and branches three inches diameter or greater

Yard waste must be placed out no later than 7 a.m. on Wednesday.
Materials placed out after collection occurs will not be picked up until the
While small quantities of sod are accepted, please allow the sod to dry out,
following Wednesday. Note that on holiday weeks, including Memorial
remove the excess topsoil and place it in 32-gallon yard waste bags. The
Day, Fourth of July and Labor Day, yard waste collection is moved to the
weight limit on yard waste bags and bundles should not exceed 40 pounds
Saturday following the holiday.
each.
For more information, please visit www.skokie.org. ■
five feet in length.

Please Complete New Flooding Questionnaire by April 30, 2021
Due to recent storm flooding events, the Village of Skokie has created a new
stormwater taskforce that consists of Skokie staff, residents and stormwater
engineering consultants. With the assistance of a stormwater engineer, The
group will examine existing stormwater infrastructure as well as Village
Codes and policies to identify potential action items to improve stormwater
management throughout the community.
In order to get more information regarding the location and severity of
flooding, all Skokie residents and businesses are asked to please to fill out

Please Don’t Litter!
In early 2020, the Village’s Litter Task Force invited Skokie school
children to create posters encouraging everyone not to litter and to keep
Skokie clean and beautiful.
Some 70 poster creations were received, and a few have been selected
for signs that are being put up in various locations throughout the
community.
During the past year, more and more residents reported either going out
to clean litter with their children or else making cleaning litter part of their
daily walk through their neighborhood. Keeping Skokie clean is
everyone’s responsibility. Please don’t litter! ■

a questionnaire. This new questionnaire is more detailed than previous
versions, so please fill it out even if you have previously submitted a
flooding survey for past storms. The new Skokie Flooding Questionnaire is
available on the Village website at:
https://www.skokie.org/277/Flood-Relief
Please complete and submit your survey by April 30,
2021. Thank you for your participation. ■

Property Beautification Awards

Each year in the late summer, the Village’s Beautification and
Improvement Commission puts out a call for Property Beautification
Award nominations. The awards are intended to recognize the efforts of
both commercial and residential property owners to maintain the outside
appearance of their properties.
A total of 33 property awards were given for the 2019/2020 program,
along with 19 honorable mentions. Photos of the award-winning
properties are available for viewing at www.skokie.org. The program
brochure also is posted that reads It is fitting that we acknowledge and
pay tribute to those property owners who have made our Village sparkle
a little more…[we] say “Thank You” for your efforts, which are noticed
and appreciated by your fellow
citizens and neighbors in
Skokie.
Watch for information on the
2021 Property Beautification
Awards at www.skokie.org in
summer 2021. The photo is
of the award-winning home of
Mary and Richard Gausselin at
7 Williamsburg Road. ■

NewSkokie ■ March/April 2021 ■ www.skokie.org | 9

village

Notes

Downtown Skokie Homewood Suites by Hilton Overview
Community Support for Downtown Skokie
Development
For decades, Skokie residents have shown strong support and a desire
for redevelopment in Downtown Skokie, as is evidenced by responses
to the Village’s National Citizen Surveys that have been conducted
every three years since 2003, all of which has included questions about
resident interest in Downtown Skokie. Further, at the Village’s community
forums in fall 2014 and 2019, to which all Skokie residents were invited,
the topic of revitalizing Downtown Skokie and continued development in
Skokie emerged as a major themes in discussions about residents’ hopes
and aspirations for the community.

that there was in fact demand for a Downtown Skokie hotel. Highlights
of the extensive public outreach include numerous presentations to
the Village Board, and Plan Commission, as well as the Tax Increment
Financing (TIF) Public Hearing and Joint Review Board meetings, all of
which were open to the public and advertised in advance; NewSkokie
and SkokieNews articles throughout the approval process; a public open
house in August 2019 to which some 3,500 residents and business
owners proximate to the site and others were invited and much more.

Economic Benefits for Skokie
The hotel development is replacing a functionally obsolete office building
that has been vacant since 2014 and, as such,
Recent History of Downtown Skokie
will eliminate blight and the continued decrease
“As a part of Downtown Skokie’s of commercial property tax values as evidenced
Development Progress
vibrant business family for over in the TIF report and justification. Without the
For a number of years, Village leadership
two decades, Annie’s Pancake hotel development, it is probable that the area will
focused on securing a flagship project for the
House is thrilled to welcome
northwest corner of Oakton Street and Lincoln
continue to decline in value.
Homewood
Suites by Hilton to
Avenue in the heart of Downtown Skokie. As
With an estimated 47,000 annual guests staying
our community. We consider
part of the request for qualifications (RFQ)
at the hotel, the development promises to bring
this incredible opportunity for
process that ultimately led to the development
significant economic benefit to the community.
both Annie’s and other small
of the 8000 North project that is currently
businesses in the area and look These are welcomed and potential customers
under construction, another firm was identified
for businesses and entertainment venues in
forward to the opening of the
to possibly develop a hotel in another area of
hotel!” ~ Owners Pete and Argie Downtown Skokie. By applying conservative
Downtown Skokie near the Illinois Science +
tourism industry formulas, it is estimated that the
Varvouletos, Annie’s Pancake
Technology Park (ISTP), Downtown Skokie’s
spending generated by hotel guests will reach
House, 4900 Oakton Street.
largest employment base. The ISTP is home
$12.5 million annually. This figure factors in both
to over 20 companies from the United States
leisure and business travelers staying at the hotel,
and across the globe that employ some 1,600 people on site. In
as well as expenditures for hotel room costs, dining in local restaurants,
2005, a master plan for the ISTP was approved that contemplated the
and shopping for non-tourism-related incidentals including toiletries,
development of commercial activities, including a future hotel, along
clothing, gasoline and other items and services. The economic benefit to
Oakton Street adjacent to the ISTP.
local restaurants alone is expected to reach nearly $2.1 million annually.
Village Processes and Public Outreach for Hotel
Downtown Skokie restaurants and businesses are anxious for hotel to be
Development
developed to increase their customer base. The hotel will make the ISTP
The public process to develop a hotel in Downtown Skokie has been
more desirable and marketable for tenants and guests, with its proximity
extensive. The developer, E&M Strategic Development (E&M), expressed to the Oakton Street Yellow Line Station also providing easy access into/
interest in developing a hotel in Downtown Skokie in 2016. To validate
from the City of Chicago, Cubs games, etc.
the project, Village staff initiated and released an RFQ for a hotel market
The Village will purchase and retain the eastern portion of the property
feasibility study for a Downtown Skokie hotel. The feasibility study was
which includes Annie’s Pancake House which will continue to operate at
completed in March 2017 and updated in 2018, both times indicating
its current locale at 4900 Oakton Street.
Key Components of the New Hotel
The new 142-room suite hotel represents a more than $43 million
investment in Downtown Skokie, and includes a rooftop bar and
restaurant that will be open to the public, some 10,000 square feet of
meeting space, 13,000 square feet of ground-floor retail and restaurant
space, a pool, fitness center and a business center. The hotel is being
constructed according to the Hilton brands established environmental
standards. The hotel is projected to open in early 2022, and will create
numerous jobs during construction and when hotel operations are
underway, projected at 125 new fill-time-equivalent positions.
For more information on the new Homewood Suites
by Hilton development, including more details on the
development’s numerous sustainability factors, visit
www.skokie.org. ■
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Village Employees Contribute More Than $19,000 to the
Skokie Community Foundation
Village employees once again rose to the challenge for the Skokie
Community Foundation Giving Campaign of 2020, contributing a total of
$19,422 to help our local community. The committee, led by Assistant
to the Public Works Director Elizabeth Zimmerman, included Village
employees from all departments who re-tooled the Village’s usual
campaign activities to comply with COVID-19 safety requirements.

health support to teens and families during this challenging time and
more.
For more information about the Skokie Community
Foundation, please visit
www.skokiecommunityfoundation.org. ■

In September, an employee luncheon was held at Fire Station 17 with
garage doors open and included carry out food options from Hub’s and
Pita Inn restaurants in Skokie. Staff participated in the first-ever golf
and mini golf charity outings, including the group of Public Works staff
pictured to the right.
Village staff are grateful for the opportunity to partner with the Skokie
Community Foundation, as the Foundation’s numerous grants to
community organizations make a difference during this difficult time for
many of our residents. The Foundation’s current grants are providing
funding for workforce training for Skokie residents who are unemployed
or under-employed due to the COVID-19 pandemic, providing mental

Village Establishes Internal Equity Team
In summer 2020, the Village
established an inter-disciplinary
Employee Equity Team to develop
and foster an inclusive equity
mindset considering equitable
treatment of diverse constituencies
within the community when
planning, developing, executing and
evaluating policies, programs and
services as well as when interacting
with residents, businesses and
visitors. The Team recently
developed, distributed and is
reviewing data from an anonymous
employee survey on workplace

equity and inclusion, and is working
to increase paid internship and job
shadow opportunities for Skokie
high school students. Articles
highlighting Village employees
from various cultural backgrounds
will soon be featured in Village
outreach, including SkokieNews,
the Village’s electronic newsletter.
SEED Training
To date, some 20 Village staff
members have participated in
SEED training (Seeking Educational
Equity & Diversity) through the

Skokie Cares initiative, and eight
staff members are currently
enrolled in the training along with
another 12 members of the Village’s
advisory boards and commissions.
The Village will encourage more
employees to participate in future
SEED cohorts.
Community Involvement
The Village actively supports the
Stand Against Racism (see article
on page two) and Let’s Talk @
Lunch conversations on racism,
both in partnership with the YMCA

North Shore/Evanston. The Village
also participates in and supports
the Skokie Festival of Cultures as
well as Coming Together in Skokie
and Niles Township programs
that encourage cultural and racial
appreciation and understanding.
See more about the
Village’s commitment
to equity, diversity and
inclusion under the “Your
Government” tab at
www.skokie.org. ■

Introduction to Equity – Two-Part Series Offered by Skokie Cares and D219
not mandatory; however, the second session builds on knowledge and
awareness gained from the first session. Advance registration is required.
For more information and to register, please visit

Introduction to Equity – Two-Part Series
Thursdays, March 11 and 18, 2021
6 to 8 p.m.
Zoom Event
This free, two-part series presented online via Zoom is led by La Wanna
Wells, chief equity officer of Niles Township High School District 219, and
is offered to the community in partnership with Skokie Cares.
The first session, Understanding Origins of Inequity, includes review of
the origins of inequity in the United States and how it impacts people
of color systematically. During the second session, Self-Paced Equity
Action Steps, participants will reflect and create action steps for their
own equity journey. Participation in the both sessions is encouraged but
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Leasing Underway for The BLVD
Located at 8025 Skokie Boulevard, the new
luxury multi-family residential rental property
entitled “The BLVD” is welcoming new
residents and is the first rental project to be
built in Skokie in decades.
This five-story, 40-unit property with
approximately 2,760 square feet of ground
floor commercial space features all twobedroom rental units and is conveniently
located directly across the street from the
Oakton Street Skokie Swift Station. With
layouts spanning more than 1,400 square
feet, each two-bedroom and two-bathroom
unit offers polished high-end finishes, in-unit
laundry and private outdoor space. Parking for
residents and guests is provided in a two-floor
heated and covered garage.

is available at www.8025skokie.
com. For updates on other Skokie
developments, visit www.skokie.
org, Business and Economic Development page. ■

In addition to private balconies for each
apartment, an expansive common rooftop
deck will enable residents to gather and enjoy
the Chicago skyline views to the southeast.
The developer, Northfield Group, has a vast
portfolio of successful rental and for-sale
projects in Chicago and northern suburbs.
Floor plans and additional information about leasing at The BLVD
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

