Skokie Village Hall

VILLAGE OF SKOKIE
ILLINOIS
AN EXCITING OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY FOR THE POSITION OF

Director of Engineering
APPLY BY MAY 7, 2021

Oakton-Skokie CTA Station

About Skokie
The Village of Skokie, Illinois, is a diverse
community with over 90 languages
spoken, located 16 miles northwest of
downtown Chicago and 12 miles east
of O’Hare International Airport. The
Village provides high-quality government
services to the over 65,000 residents,
24,000 households and 2,400 businesses

Skokie Northshore Sculpture Park

that call Skokie their home.

Skokie’s Public Works Department

Accessibility to transportation is a

The Public Works Department serves the residents of Skokie by utilizing

key advantage in Skokie, with the

the joint efforts of its divisions. Activities such as engineering, flood control,

Edens Expressway (I-94) spanning
the community’s western edge, seven
Chicago Transit Authority and 10 Pace
suburban bus lines and the CTA’s Skokie
Swift rapid transit line with two stations
offering numerous options for public

snow and ice control, leaf pick-up, street sweeping, solid waste and recycling
management, sidewalk replacement, water and sewer maintenance, and
tree maintenance are just a few examples of services the Public Works
Department is proud to provide to residents on a regular basis.
The American Public Works Association (APWA) has awarded full
accreditation to the Skokie Public Works Department. This prestigious
distinction was the result of many months of hard work and dedication

transportation.

from Village Public Works employees. The accreditation process included

Nestled between Chicago and the North

reviewing 446 practices and standards for compliance. All areas of the

Shore, Skokie covers over 10 square

Public Works Department from refuse collection to water and sewer repair

miles of land. The Village is bordered by
the Villages of Glenview and Wilmette
on the north, the Village of Lincolnwood
and the City of Chicago on the south, the

were closely examined. The accreditation process is beneficial to the
Village because it permits the department to examine all of its programs
and procedures. This analysis results in improved external and internal
communications, new administrative procedures and enhanced methods of
providing services. While the examination processes are rigorous and time-

Villages of Morton Grove and Niles on

consuming, the tremendous benefits of administrative and programming

the west and the City of Evanston on the

excellence are well worth the effort. Skokie is one of only a few communities

east.

in the United States to have an accredited Public Works Department.
Chicago Skyline from Skokie

The Position
This position offers an excellent opportunity for an engaged engineering
professional to advance their career in a dynamic, forward-thinking
organization. The ideal candidate will demonstrate the ability to manage
multiple ongoing projects, lead staff engaged in civil and traffic engineering,
field surveying, mapping, plan preparation, contract construction,
inspection, and office engineering projects. Reporting to the Director of the
Department of Public Works, the Director of Engineering oversees a staff of
eight individuals engaged in civil engineering, capital project management,
transportation engineering, and administrative detail.
As a key member of the management team, this position directs long-range
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Exceptional Quality of Life
Skokie boasts many fine cultural and recreational
attractions that are surrounded by high-quality
housing and connected to numerous multiuse paths. A nationally-acclaimed community
college is in Skokie, and some of the country’s
finest universities also are in close proximity to
the Village. Many exceptional public and private
Devonshire Rain Garden

schools serve Skokie students.

planning of public improvements, coordinates department efforts

The Village takes great pride in delivering

for state and federal grant funding for infrastructure improvements,

excellent services, including twice-weekly refuse

prepares budgets and directs expenditures of department funds,
coordinates the planning, design and construction of intersection
and roadway improvements, initiates and oversees site plan
reviews for residential, industrial and commercial development to

collection, a highly-engineered Storm Water
Runoff Control System, sidewalk snow plowing
and many other unique programs and services

determine the adequacy of the infrastructure and existing systems

that enhance quality of life in the community.

to accommodate the proposed development or improvement,

Skokie was the first community in the United

thoroughly investigate and respond to the needs and concerns of the

States with nationally accredited Fire, Police and

community, direct the research and compilation of required studies

Public Works Departments.

and reports, coordinates and oversees contractual engineering work
including project feasibility, design and construction oversight;

Superior municipal services, together with the

confers and coordinates with other departments, consultants

nationally award-winning Skokie Park District

under contract, governmental agencies and private organizations

with over 40 neighborhood parks, superb Skokie

on engineering matters; performs program evaluations, conducts

Public Library which was recognized with a

surveys and performs other empirical studies as required, determines

National Medal for Library Services, preeminent

staffing requirements for the division and participates in the

North Shore Center for the Performing Arts in

selection process; directs the preparation of public information for

Skokie, sculpture and murals throughout the

news releases concerning infrastructure improvements.
Additional responsibilities include acting as Village liaison with
the North Shore Council of Mayors and other external agencies;
attending Village Board and Commission meetings and maintaining

Community and the beautiful Skokie Northshore
Sculpture Park add to the Village’s rich, abundant
cultural offerings.

open lines of communication with elected and appointed officials.

The Village Board is committed to quality

Candidate Criteria

redevelopment and providing the community

The Village is seeking a hands-on director who will collaboratively
lead a group of talented and dedicated professionals who operate
with integrity in the deployment of their work product and care
deeply for the community and its residents.
The successful candidate will possess the following knowledge, skill,
ability, and training experience:
•

Bachelor’s degree in civil engineering required; master’s degree
in civil engineering preferred.
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with superior programs and services while
holding the line on property taxes. In 1991, the
Village Board initiated a municipal property
tax freeze while expanding and enhancing
government services. The municipal property tax
freeze remains in effect today, and is supported
by a tandem commitment to economic growth.
In addition, Skokie has some of the lowest user
fees, such as those for vehicle registration, in the
suburban Chicago area.

A Thriving Community
Through thoughtful planning and an overall
spirit of cooperation, Skokie has grown into
a thriving center of commerce, with many
vibrant retail centers, a strong industrial base
and extensive professional services. Despite
being a mature landlocked community, Skokie
continues to grow through redevelopment. The
Village’s partnership with the private sector
resulted in the redeveloped Westfield Old
Orchard Shopping Center - a beautiful outdoor

8000 North Development

Candidate Criteria Continued
•

mall that has one of the highest sales per
square foot of all major centers in the Chicago

including three years at a supervisory level.
•

region and the expansion of the NorthShore
University Hospital in Skokie.

•
•
•

Considerable knowledge of empirical research methods, surveys,
data collection methods and analysis.

•

appearance and vitality that is attracting new
retailers, services, and residents to the area.

Knowledge of planning, participative management, team building
and customer service skills.

streetscape and commercial renovation
program have given Downtown Skokie a new

Ability to identify, analyze administrative and field challenges and
make recommendation for resolution.

strategies, resulted in a rejuvenated Downtown
area. Mixed-use developments, a fresh

Eligibility for registration as a professional engineer in the State of
Illinois is preferred.

A tax increment financing (TIF) district, as well
as the adoption of long-term redevelopment

At least six years of experience in professional engineering work,

Comprehensive skill in designing work programs, cost estimation,
and preparation of progress reports.

•

Considerable skill in the application of engineering and
organizational theory to complex issues.

The Illinois Science & Technology Park, which
is the largest of its kind in Illinois, currently

•

Working knowledge of the state and federal grant funding process.

employs over 1,600 workers, boasts 550,000

•

Comprehensive skill in preparing and reviewing complex designs,

square-feet of existing space and generates
millions of dollars in local tax revenues.

details, estimates, plans and specifications of engineering projects.
•

Considerable knowledge of principles of water systems, sewer
systems and storm water control management.

Recent efforts focused on redevelopment
opportunities in Downtown Skokie including

•

Ability to mentor and develop staff.

8000 North (mixed-use luxury apartments,

•

Excellent oral and written communication skills

restaurants and retail), proposed downtown

•

Valid driver’s license is required.

•

Provide administration and coordination of the Flood Relief

hotel and conference center and traditional
and live-work townhomes in a number of
sites. Other development activity throughout
the Village include Ignite Gaming-Skokie,
Skokie Commerce Center (warehousing/
distribution facility), and the Hampton Social,

Current and Future Department
Priorities
Program and manage the work of the Stormwater Taskforce.
•

Provide administration in conjunction with IDOT and Cook

CMX Theatres, and MassVR at Westfield Old
Orchard.
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Skokie Valley Trail

Village
Government
In 1957, Skokie residents
voted overwhelmingly
to adopt the councilmanager form of
municipal government
that remains in effect
County Highway Department on various Capital Projects including the Old Orchard Road
reconstruction and the Gross Point Road jurisdictional transfer.
•

Provide administration, coordination and input with the Cook County Highway Department,
consultant engineer and residents regarding the design and reconstruction of Crawford
Avenue.

•

Provide administration and coordination with the Village of Morton Grove for the
reconstruction of the Austin Avenue/Oakton Street intersection.

•

Continue to provide administration and design assistance on various multi-use path projects
including the Skokie Valley Trail, Oakton Street side path and Church Street bike lanes.

•

Monitor and provide planning direction for routine Village designed capital projects including
the annual street resurfacing and water main replacement programs.

•

Provide plan review assistance on upcoming major developments in Skokie.

•

Provide administration with the selection of an engineering firm for the design and
resurfacing of Howard Street.

•

Pursue grants for various projects including green infrastructure, LED lighting upgrades and
capital road projects.

Compensation & Benefits
The annual salary range for this position is $110,611 - $143,950; starting salary is commensurate
with qualifications and experience. The Village of Skokie offers a comprehensive benefits package

today.
A council-manager
government system
combines the strong
political and policy
making leadership of
elected officials, such as
the Mayor, Clerk and six
Trustees, with the strong
managerial experience
of an appointed Village
Manager. There have
been two Village
Managers since 1987.
The Village of Skokie
is a home-rule unit
under the 1970 Illinois
Constitution.
The Village’s total Fiscal

including: health and dental insurance for employees and their eligible dependents with 85%

Year 2020 - 2021 budget

Village / 15% employee cost-sharing; Illinois Municipal Retirement Fund (IMRF) pension; 457

is approximately $125

deferred compensation retirement savings plans; life and death insurance; paid vacation, holidays

million, with a staff of

and sick days; Flexible Spending Account (FSA) for qualified healthcare and childcare expenses;

nearly 500.

Employee Assistance Program (EAP); professional development assistance; and tuition assistance.
Residency is not a requirement.

Application Process
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, resumé and five professional references to: Village
of Skokie, Human Resources Division, 5127 Oakton Street Skokie, IL 60077 or by email to human.
resources@skokie.org. The application deadline is May 7, 2021.
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