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Triennial Citizen Survey Set for Fall 2021
What do you love about Skokie? What
programs or services are important
to you, and what ideas do you have
for improving or enhancing Village
services and life in the community?
In fall 2021, Skokie residents will
be able to share their thoughts with
the Village as part of the National
Citizen Survey that is once again being
conducted in partnership with the National Research Center, Inc. in Boulder,
Colorado, to develop and administer a
professional citizen survey.

making future budget and programming decisions. Again this year, the
Village will post a link to the survey
on the Village website and distribute
through the Village’s weekly electronic
newsletter, SkokieNews, so that any
Skokie resident can opt in to complete
the survey. The link will be posted on
the home page at www.skokie.org and
issued in SkokieNews during November.

Postal code data is used to randomly
select a total of 2,500 households dispersed throughout Skokie to participate in the National Citizen Survey. Some households receive a four-page,
written survey, with instructions that the person in the household age 18
or over, with the birthday closest to the survey’s arrival, complete the survey form. In addition, a link to an online portal will be provided if residents
chosen for the survey prefer to respond online. Other selected households
receive a postcard and a special online link to complete the survey.

The National Citizen Survey program
provides communities across the
nation with a professional, affordable
survey instrument to accurately assess
residents’ opinions about community programs, issues and services. The
Village has participated in the National Citizen Survey every three years
since 2003. After each survey, the Village analyzes the data and makes
recommendations to the Village Board based on the survey results. For
example, as a result of resident feedback about the conditions of roadways
in Skokie, the Village Board allocates additional funds for street resurfacing each year.

If your household is selected, it is very important that
you respond, as Village officials carefully consider survey data when

Results from each National Citizen Survey in Skokie
since 2003 can be viewed at www.skokie.org. ■

Tell the Village what you love about Skokie, and
your ideas for improvements, in the fall 2021
National Citizen Survey.

Skokie Farmers’ Market News

The Skokie Farmers Market is back at its original location located at
5127 Oakton Street in the Village Hall Parking lot. The market runs
Sundays from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. through November 7th.
This year’s market has been busy with long-time vendors like M & D
Farms, Ellis Family Farms and R&B Miller Farms. Among this year’s
vendors are four of Skokie’s ‘own’ - Bootleg Batard, Orchard Village,
Skokie Provisions and The Talking Farm. Continue to check out the
market’s social media pages for updates on vendors, kids activities,
musical entertainment, food trucks and artisan vendors.
For more information and to sign up for the Skokie
Farmers’ Market weekly enewsletter, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■
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COVID-19 Update ~ Vaccination Clinic Schedule
As of early August 2021, a total of 78 percent of eligible Skokie residents
are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. The Skokie Health and Human
Services Department (HHS) continues to offer free COVID-19 vaccines at
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, to Skokie residents age 12 and
above and employees at Skokie businesses, as follows:

•
•

Pfizer - Wednesdays, 9:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. (age 12 and above)

Skokie also is experiencing a high level of community transmission, and
HHS encourages the entire community to closely monitor and follow
updated guidance issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the Illinois Department of Public Health. Updates will be posted
at www.skokie.org and included in editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s
weekly electronic newsletter (subscribe at www.skokie.org).

Appointments can be made online at www.skokie.org or at 847-933-8252.

Wondering about masks? The CDC recommends that in areas of substantial
or high community transmission, all individuals, regardless of vaccination
status, should wear a mask in public indoor settings.

At press time, COVID-19 cases are surging in unvaccinated individuals, and
‘breakthrough’ cases in fully vaccinated individuals are being observed.

See www.skokie.org and subscribe to SkokieNews for
updates. ■

Moderna - Thursdays, 9:45 a.m. to 12 p.m. (age 18 and above)

Village’s FY22 Budget Meets Economic Challenges
The Village of Skokie’s Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) Budget was recently
approved by the Village Board after first being reviewed in detail by
Village Board members during three public hearings in May 2021.
According to Village Manager John Lockerby, the FY22 Budget maintains
the Village’s 31-year property tax freeze and continues the Village’s
exemplary service delivery despite extreme fiscal challenges presented
by the COVID-19 pandemic. “The total $59.8 million operating budget
represents a significant decrease from both the original FY21 Budget
and the amended FY21 COVID-19 Budget. Despite austere budgeting
measures that include a hiring freeze, deferment of capital projects
and organization-wide budget reductions, the FY22 budget has a $3.3
million deficit outside of any one-time federal aid funds,” said Lockerby.
Historically, the Village has a balanced budget.
The COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the economy has significantly
strained the Village’s budget. Many of the measures implemented in
spring 2020 remain in effect during FY22. For example, through attrition
and operational efficiencies, including 21 staff positions that have been
frozen during the past year, the Village currently has 56.5 fewer positions
than it did a decade ago, representing a more than 10 percent reduction
in the Village’s workforce for an annual $4.2 million savings. “Village staff
has done an excellent job of conserving resources while continuing to
deliver excellent, efficient services that are the hallmark of the Village of
Skokie, even as staffing levels are reduced,” said Lockerby.
Although some rebounding of revenues is expected in FY22 from the
extraordinary lows experienced in the prior year, it will not be sufficient to
support all Village programs and services. More than half of the Village’s
General Fund revenues are from sources like food and beverage, hotel
and sales taxes, all of which suffered during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Village currently collects $7.6 million less in annual revenues than
during the peak several years ago, which makes supporting the Village’s
overall funding priorities, including workforce costs, delivering services
to the community, pensions, debt and capital improvements particularly
challenging, both in the present and when considering anticipated,
mandatory increases in these obligations.
The Village recently entered a new 20-year agreement to purchase water
from the City of Evanston. The new rate and continued investment in the
water system infrastructure requires a 7.5 percent rate increase in FY22.
Even with the increase, the Village’s rate for water remains competitive
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among area communities, many of which also assess a separate sewer
tax or fee that is not assessed by the Village of Skokie.
In order to offset increases in the cost of collecting and disposing refuse,
the Village is implementing an $8.75 monthly refuse fee that will appear
on customer utility bills beginning on November 1, 2021. The total annual
cost of over $6 million to provide refuse collection and disposal increased
significantly during the COVID-19 pandemic. Very few communities
provide free refuse service, and the new $8.75 monthly fee will be one
of the lowest in the area and only represents one-third of the actual
annual refuse collection and disposal service cost. With the onset of the
new refuse fee, Skokie has the second lowest combined rate of service
fees for refuse, water, sewer, vehicle stickers, sales tax and property tax
among 16 nearby comparable communities. In tandem with the possible
new monthly refuse fee, the Village Board has charged the Sustainable
Environmental Advisory Commission with beginning a study on how the
Village can maximize recycling and waste reduction initiatives in an effort
to mitigate and potentially decrease refuse disposal costs.
Among the few new initiatives being implemented in FY22 is a pilot
Co-Responder Program through which Village social work staff respond
to certain emergency calls with Skokie Police Department personnel
to assist residents and bring better outcomes to calls for situations
that might benefit from a social work intervention. The Village also
continues to strategically plan for and promote economic development
in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan, with a particular focus on
Downtown Skokie, Skokie Boulevard north of Oakton Street, east Oakton
Street and Main Street.
“While FY22 poses particular financial challenges, the community
can rest assured that Skokie’s decades-long record of efficiency and
excellent customer service will continue,” said Lockerby. “I appreciate
the leadership of the Village Board in addressing the current challenges.
I also am grateful for the hard work of all Village staff as they adhere to a
high standard of excellence while being mindful of the need to conserve
fiscal resources as they serve the community each and every day.”
For more information on the Village budget, visit www.
skokie.org. ■
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Get Your Flu Shot!

9/11 Remembrance Ceremonies

This year, the Village’s Health and Human Services
Department (HHS) will offer flu shots to Skokie residents
age 12 and older. This year’s flu shot clinic will
be at a new location, 7770 Frontage Road,
Skokie (east of Gross Point Road, south of
Oakton Street).
Beginning Wednesday, September 1, Skokie residents
will be able to schedule appointments for the fall flu shot
clinics at www.skokie.org or by calling 847-933-8252. The
fall flu shot clinics will be held on the following dates:

•
•

Wednesday, October 6, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Thursday, October 14, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Other important flu clinic information:

•

Consent forms will be available online to print and
bring to the clinic. Staff will be available to assist
those who are unable to do this online.

•
•

Masks must be worn.

•

Please bring identification showing proof of residence
and Medicare card (if applicable) when you come to
the clinic.
HHS does not offer the senior flu vaccine dose.

For further information or to schedule an
appointment visit www.skokie.org or call
HHS at 847-933-8252. ■

This year’s September 11
Remembrance Ceremonies,
hosted by the Skokie Fire
Department, commemorate
20 years since the tragic
attacks on the United States on
September 11, 2001.
On Saturday, September
11, 2021, the brief public
ceremonies begin at 8:57 a.m.
at the flagpole of all three fire
stations in remembrance of the
attacks. Community members
are invited to attend the remembrance
ceremonies, joining with Village
officials, members of Skokie Fire, Police
and Public Works Departments and
other Village Staff to honor those who
lost their lives in the terrorist attacks.
At 8:59 a.m., the time of the World Trade
Center South Tower collapse, a “last
alarm” bell ceremony will take place
followed by a minute of silence at 9 a.m.
for everyone present to reflect on this
solemn and tragic anniversary.

Ceremony locations include:
Fire Station 16 (Headquarters) - 7424
Niles Center Road
Fire Station 17 - 8157 Central Park
Avenue
Fire Station 18 - 9024 Gross Point Road
All are welcome, but unvaccinated and
vulnerable individuals are encouraged
to wear a face covering. This guidance is
subject to change.
For more information, please
visit www.skokie.org. ■

Village Board Approves Use of Force Policy Recommendations
~ Community Review Board Applications Invited ~
At the July 6, 2021 Village Board meeting, Public
Safety and Human Relations Commission members
presented a recommendation to the Village Board
on the Skokie Police Department Use of Force
Policy. This recommendation represents the
culmination of a nearly year-long project initiated
by Mayor Van Dusen when he took the Obama
Foundation Pledge in 2020 that committed the
Village to conducting a community review of the
Skokie Police Department’s Use of Force Policy.
The Commission’s final recommendation included
sections on the Use of Force Policy; training;
transparency and accountability as well as trust and
community engagement.

Through September 30, 2021,
applications will be accepted to serve
on the Community Review Board that
will review Skokie Police Department
use of force incident data and reports
semi-annually and report findings to
the Public Safety Commission.
The Commission recommended that
the community review board represent
the demographics of the community in
terms of race/ethnicity, income levels,
age, gender and experience as well as
diversity of geographic locations in the
community.

recommendation not directly related to the Use of
Force Policy, such as implicit bias training for all
Skokie Police Department personnel, establishing a
community review board (see box), etc.
Thanks to the community groups that participated
in this important community project: Assyrian
National Council of Illinois; Insight Church; Lorel
Park Action Network; Muslim Community Center;
NAACP – Evanston/Northshore Branch; Niles
Township Clergy Forum; Niles Township High
Schools North and West – Student Government;
Niles Township Schools English Language
Learners Parent Center; SEED Alumni; Skokie
School Districts 65, 68, 69, 72, 73 and 73.5
Parent-Teacher Organizations and Skokie United.

After hearing the recommendation from the
For more information or to apply
commissioners, asking questions about the
to serve on the community review
For more information about the
recommendation and listening to comments by
board, visit www.skokie.org.
Public Safety Commission’s
members of the community, the Village Board
recommendation to the Village Board
unanimously approved the Use of Force Policy
and the Skokie Police Department
recommendation. Within a week, the Skokie Police Department had
Use of Force Policy, visit www.skokie.org. ■
updated its policy and plans were underway for components of the
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Project Update: Highpoint at 8000 North

Formerly known as 8000 North, this transformative project continues to
evolve at a rapid pace, bringing 153 new luxury rental units to the heart
of Downtown Skokie. In late spring 2021, the project was rebranded as
Highpoint at 8000 North and the development team launched a new
website that allows to users to sign up for a VIP list which provides personal updates and leasing information.

Construction of the residential tower of the project began in October
2020 and the focus on the construction has now shifted to the interior
finishes of the units and
amenity spaces, that include
an expansive roof deck wtih
views of the Chicago skyline,
an outdoor kitchen, numerous gathering spaces and
much more.
Managed by Lincoln Property Company, pre-leasing
is expected to begin soon.
It is anticipated that the first

residents will move into Highpoint at 8000 North during early 2022, with
a variety of studio, one- two- and three-bedroom units becoming available as construction concludes.
Construction financing for the Highpoint at 8000 North residential tower
was provided by Wintrust bank and is a joint partnership between Murphy
Development and the Village of Skokie. The project cost is expected to be
nearly $70 million and it is already noted as a transformative project for
Downtown Skokie, the Village and North Shore. The Village’s economic
development team reports robust interest in Downtown Skokie retail
development in anticipation of the increase to the Downtown Skokie
population resulting from the new development, the first floor of which
also includes retail and restaurant space.
Led by Murphy Development, the Highpoint at 8000 North development
team includes renowned architects from Lucien Lagrange Studio, Pamela
Self Landscape Architects, General Contractor W.E. O’Neil and several
other preeminent development professionals.
For more information about Highpoint at 8000 North,
please visit www.highpointskokie.com. ■

Medication Recycling
The Village of Skokie has many
options for proper drug disposal.
Please keep medications in their
original container with the medication
name showing.
Skokie Police Station
(7300 Niles Center Road):
Open seven days a week/24
hours a day. Accepted items:
prescription and over-the-counter
medications for people and pets,
controlled substances, vitamins and
supplements, ointments and salves.
Not accepted: Liquids or sharps.
Thanks to Skokie resident Angela
Giovannone
who is
pictured
recycling
some
medication
at the Skokie
Police
Station.
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Skokie Health Department
(5127 Oakton Street): Open
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. Accepted Items: prescription
and over-the-counter medications
for people and pets, vitamins and
supplements, ointment and salves,
and liquid medications. Not accepted:
controlled substances (bring to
Skokie Police Station).
The Cook County Sheriff’s
Prescription Drug TakeBack Program is available
to elderly and homebound
residents. Please call 1-844-6887379 to request a free, mail-back
envelope for unwanted prescription
drugs.
Visit safe.pharmacy/drugdisposal/ and type in
Skokie to the search box
to confirm other Skokiearea medication recycling
locations. Be sure to check
each location for their list of
accepted items. ■

Congrats to Chief Baker!
The Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System (ILEAS) recently
recognized Skokie Police Chief Brian Baker for his “outstanding
contributions” to this regional agency and the Northern Illinois Police
Alarm System (NIPAS).
In 2010, then-Commander Baker joined the NIPAS Emergency
Services Team Tactical Command Team (EST). Over the years, he was
appointed to EST leadership positions, eventually being appointed
permanent NIPAS EST Commander. After his promotion to Skokie
Police Chief in late 2020, Baker resigned from his NIPAS position.
In a recent letter from NIPAS officials, Baker was commended for
“...a career punctuated with duty, honor and exemplary distinction.”
and “...sincere dedication to his craft...”, further recognizing that
he provided leadership and assistance without expectation of
acknowledgement or reward.
ILEAS was formed in 2002 in response to the September 11, 2001
attacks as a joint venture of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Illinois Sheriffs’ Association, and the Illinois Emergency
Management Agency to meet the needs of local law enforcement
throughout the State of Illinois in matters of mutual aid, emergency
response and the combining of resources for public safety and
terrorism prevention and response. Today, ILEAS is a consortium
of over 900 local governments. NIPAS, created in 1983, is a joint
venture of suburban municipal police departments in the Chicago
metropolitan area. Through NIPAS, more than 100 suburban police
departments commit personnel and resources to field the Emergency
Services Team and Mobile Field Force. The NIPAS EST is an ILEAS
statewide designated special response team. ■
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September is Emergency Preparedness Month!
Skokie residents are reminded that it is
important to be prepared to survive natural or
man-made emergencies. Having an emergency
supply kit, making a family emergency plan,
being familiar with how to receive communications in an emergency are all important steps to
improve the ability to survive and recover from
an emergency situation. This has proven true
more than ever during the past year and a half of
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic.

and text information relating to an emergency
and, when necessary, instructions on where to
obtain further information. Tune to Channel 25
on RCN systems and Channel 17 on Comcast
systems.

Outdoor Warning System: Warning sirens are strategically placed throughout
Skokie. The sirens signal the start and end of
the alternate-side parking program for snow
emergencies but can be used for a tornado or
Emergency Communications
other emergency. After a warning siren sounds,
The Village has numerous means of comvisit www.skokie.org or tune to 1660 AM Skokie
municating with residents and business
Radio or SkokieVision cable television for
Mayor Van Dusen shows off some of the items from his
owners in the event of an emergency.
details on the emergency. The emergency
emergency preparedness kit that includes supplies for his family siren system is tested at 10 a.m. on the
and treats for Skokie’s first dog, Lily!
1660 AM Skokie Radio: The Vilfirst Tuesday of every month.
lage of Skokie’s emergency advisory radio station will assist in communicating up-to-date information in the event of an emergency.
Creating an Emergency Preparedness Kit
Having an emergency supply kit is essential. The most important items you’ll
www.skokie.org: During a municipal emergency, the site is frequently
need are fresh water and food. Rotate important daily medications, and store
updated with important information.
items in an easy-to-carry bag such as a backpack, duffel bag or shopping
bag. Consider preparing at least two kits, one
SkokieNews: Subscribers to the Village’s
for your home and another for your vehicle. For
September 14 CodeRED
electronic newsletter receive email updates during
a full list of items to consider including in your
Emergency Call Test
an emergency. Visit www.skokie.org to subscribe.
emergency kit, visit www.skokie.org or https://
www.ready.gov/kit.
On Tuesday, September 14, 2021, the Village
CodeRED Messaging System: The
of Skokie will test the CodeRED high-speed
Village’s high-speed telephone dialing system
The Village of Skokie cares about
telephone dialing system that is designed to
reaches Skokie residents and businesses quickly
the community and urges everydeliver a recorded emergency telephone meswith a recorded emergency telephone message.
one to create their own emersage to Skokie residences and businesses.
Residents and businesses are strongly encourgency preparedness plan. To
aged to add mobile phone numbers, email
learn more about what you can
Residents are strongly encouraged to add
addresses and their street address to the system
do to prepare your family, your
their email address, and a mobile phone or
by visiting www.skokie.org. See box for informahome or business for an emerother contact number to the CodeRED
tion on the September 14, 2021 annual test of the
gency, please visit www.skokie.
emergency notification system by visiting
CodeRED system.
org or call the Village of Skokie at
www.skokie.org.
847/982-5340. ■
SkokieVision Cable Television: The
municipal cable station can feature both video

2021 Artistic Excellence Award Nominations Invited

The Skokie Fine Arts Commission invites individual and group
nominations for the 2021 Skokie Award for Artistic Excellence. The
award will be given to one individual and one group who have made
significant contributions to the arts in Skokie, including visual, musical,
performing or literary arts. In 2019, the Skokie Theatre received an
Artistic Award for Excellence, as did Assistant Village Manager Nick
Wyatt for his efforts to bring outdoor, public sculptures and murals to
the community.

The 2021 Skokie Award for Artistic Excellence will be presented at a
Village Board meeting later this year to one resident and one Skokie arts

group who have been nominated for the award and who the Commission
believes has made significant contributions to furthering the arts in the
community. Award judging criteria include visibility in the community,
scope of artistic talents, other awards received by the artist or group and
breadth of impact or number of people reached in Skokie and the entire
region.
Individual and group nomination forms, as well as the
names of previous award recipients, can be obtained
at www.skokie.org or by calling 847/933-8257. The
deadline for nominations is November 1, 2021. ■
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Skokie Police Department Launches Quarterly Beat Meeting Program
Beginning in late summer 2021, the Skokie Police Department’s
Neighborhood Watch program transitioned from yearly Block Captain
meetings to quarterly “Beat” meetings in public locations within each
of the Village’s nine geographic beats (see map). Both permanent beat
officers for each area, as well as Crime Prevention officers, will attend the
meetings to provide a regular opportunity for residents and stakeholders of
the Beats to interact with members of SPD who patrol their neighborhoods,
exchange information, identify recurring problems and jointly develop
solutions to those problems.
The agenda for the meetings, which will last about one hour, will include

introductions, discussion of current crime conditions and any new or
trending chronic problems and, as meetings continue, updates on issues
discussed at prior meetings. From time-to-time, residents will be asked to
volunteer to work in small groups with Beat officers between meetings to
develop problem-solving strategies for chronic neighborhood issues. The
Skokie Police Department hopes that many residents of each beat attend
the meetings, not just those on blocks with established Neighborhood
Watch groups, as well as business owners and representatives of schools,
houses of worship and neighborhood organizations. Masks are required
for all attendees regardless of vaccination status.
The beat meeting schedule for the remainder of 2021 includes:
Beat 310: August 31 and October 21, 5:30 p.m., Weber Park Center, 9700
Weber Park Place
Beat 311: September 2 and October 28, 5:30 p.m., Devonshire Cultural
Center, 4400 Greenwood Street
Beat 312: September 7 and November 4, 6 p.m., St. Lambert’s meeting
room, 8148 Karlov Avenue
Beat 313: September 13 and November 8, 5:30 p.m., Emily Oaks Nature
Center,4650 Brummel Street
Beat 314: September 16 and November 11, 5:30 p.m., Skokie Public
Library, 5215 Oakton Street
Beat 315: September 23 and November 15, 5:30 p.m., Jane Stenson
School, 9201 Lockwood Avenue
Beat 316: September 27 and November 18, 5:30 p.m., Arie Crown multipurpose room, 4600 Main Street
Beat 317: September 30 and November 22, 5:30 p.m., Oakton Community
Center, 4701 Oakton Street
Beat 318: this beat covers the Skokie Police Department front desk.
See www.skokie.org for updates to the dates, times
and locations for the quarterly beat meetings. Please
plan to attend the meetings in the beat where you live
and/or work to get to know your beat officers! ■

Beware of Text and Email Scams

6

The Skokie Police Department wants residents to be wary of fraudulent
texts and emails that claim the Illinois Department of Transportation or the
Illinois Secretary of State requires you to respond with your driver’s license
number, Social Security number or other personal information. If unsolicited
messages appear to be from government agencies asking for your personal
information, it is a scam. Unsolicited messages may be SMS phishing or
“smishing” scams. Delete and not open the links or respond to such texts.

them to a spoofed website. Don’t attempt to enter user names and passwords
to access the fake websites or scammers can access or steal information.

Do not assume a text is legitimate just because it comes from a familiar
phone number or area code. Scammers use caller ID spoofing to make it
look like the text is from a reliable source so they can convince recipients
to provide personal information, click links that will install malware on
recipients’ devices or direct recipients to click on a web link that will take

Please check for identity theft if you have already replied to “smishing”
texts or clicked on links provided in such texts. For more information on
identity theft protection and to set up credit monitoring, visit the Office of the
Attorney General’s Identity Theft website or contact 866/999-5630. ■
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To check if a request is legitimate, contact the agency using information
from the agency’s official website. People can report “smishing” texts to
their cellphone carriers by copying the original text and forwarding it to
7726 (SPAM), free of charge. Scams also can be reported on the Federal
Communications Commission’s website or by contacting 888/225-5322.
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Leaf Collection Begins on October 18
On Monday, October 18, the Skokie Public
Works Department begins leaf collection that
continues through early December, weather
permitting.

to leaf piles as these items can damage
equipment and prevent leaf collection.

Instead of bagging leaves in 33-gallon brown
paper bags, residents who choose not to
mulch may rake leaves into the street next
to the curb in front of their home. Please do not place leaves in
the street prior to the beginning of the October 18 leaf
collection season. As weather permits, crews make rounds throughout
Skokie collecting the leaves every five to seven days. Yard waste collection
concludes for the season after the collection on Wednesday, November 3.
Please follow these tips to insure collection:
•

Rake leaves away from parked cars and do not park on leaf piles.

•

Be mindful of fire hydrants and keep them visible.

•

Wetting leaves while piled prevents them from blowing away.

•

Do not rake leaves onto or in sewer drains.

•

Please do not add grass piles, twigs and branches or other garden debris

Looking for help raking all of those leaves falling
from the beautiful trees in your yard? Skokie’s
TeenLink program is a database list of teens who
are available to rake leaves and do other outside
yard work. The list is provided to Skokie residents
upon request and provides contact information for Skokie teens including
their name and address, days available, type of work they’re willing to do and
their expected rate of pay. Residents can receive the list by mail or email, and
the resident needing assistance is responsible for contacting the teen to make
scheduling and payment arrangements. Residents interested in receiving the
TeenLink list and teens who want to be added to the list should please contact
the Health and Human Services Division at 847/933-8208 or by emailing
info@skokie.org.
For more information on the Village’s fall 2021 leaf
collection program, please contact the Public Works
Department at 847/933-8427. ■

Labor Day Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste Collection Schedule
~ Village Hall Closed on September 6 ~

Due to the observance of Labor Day on Monday, September 6, the schedule
for collecting refuse, recycling and yard waste is changed as follows:
Refuse and Recycling:
Monday collection occurs on Tuesday, September 7
Tuesday collection on Wednesday, September 8
Thursday and Friday collections unchanged

Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, will be closed on Monday,
September 6. Regular Village Hall hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m. Many Village services can be accessed online 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, at www.skokie.org.
Visit the Public Works Department page at www.skokie.
org for more information on refuse, recycling and yard
waste collection, or call the Public Works Department at
847/933-8427. ■

Yard waste will be collected on Saturday, September 11.

Halloween 2021

Official Trick-or-Treat hours are from 3 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, October 31.
Please do not ring doorbells before or after these hours, and do not ring
doorbells of homes that do not have a porch light turned on.
Families can consider some of these activities as safer alternatives to
traditional trick-or-treating this year:

7.

Build a candy chute

8.

Create a candy graveyard

9.

Trunk-or-Treat

10. Serve yourself candy wall

1.

Carve pumpkins

11. Reverse trick-or-treat

2.

Make spooky masks

3.

Candy scavenger hunt

4.

Movie night on the lawn

5.

Porch decoration contest

6.

Trick-or-treat hacks!

Please visit www.skokie.org or
subscribe to the SkokieNews
weekly electronic newsletter
for updates on Halloween safety guidelines from the
Centers for Disease Control and Illinois Department
of Public Health that will be based on COVID-19
transmission rates closer to the date. ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:
An interior/exterior rehabilitation program grant for the property at 8038 Lincoln Avenue, home to the
new Take Flight Spirits that will produce small-batch whiskey, rum and gin on premises and for sale
out of a small tasting room. The grant will not exceed $99,250 to fund extensive interior and exterior
improvements and represents approximately 24 percent of the total project cost. The Village grant is paid
on a rebate basis when eligible improvements are completed.

The Village Board meets on
the first and third Mondays
of each month except as
noted. Meetings begin
at 8 p.m. in the Council
Chambers of Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.
Watch live on SkokieVision
Cable Television (Channel 25
on RCN systems, Channel
17 on Comcast systems) or
at www.skokie.org.
Upcoming Village Board
Meetings
September 8, 22
October 4, 18
Village Board meetings are
being held electronically
until further notice.
Village Advisory Boards and
Commission Meetings
Many of the Village’s
numerous advisory boards
and commissions are
expected to resume inperson meetings during
fall 2021. See the Public
Meetings Calendar at www.
skokie.org for updates and a
full list of advisory board and
commission meeting dates,
times and locations.

An extension of the Village’s five-year contract with Lakeshore Recycling Systems, the Village’s recycling
vendor. The contract has been amended with two one-year extensions for collection, transportation and
processing of recyclables from Skokie single-family and certain multi-family homes.
The Village’s Fiscal Year 2022 Budget and necessary ordinances. See article on page two with details on
the Village’s new budget.
A one-year agreement for membership in the Chicago’s North Shore Convention & Visitors Bureau. The
Village is a founding member of the bureau that was formed in 2002 to market Skokie and other member
communities for regional, national and international tourism and to leverage State of Illinois tourism
funds for this purpose. All of Skokie’s hotels and numerous restaurants, attractions and retail stores are
members of the bureau. The Village’s annual fee to the bureau is funded out of hotel tax revenues. There
are currently eight member communities that are represented by the bureau, including Skokie, Evanston,
Glencoe, Glenview, Northbrook, Prospect Heights, Wheeling and Winnetka.
Several contracts for maintenance of the Village’s network and various software modules, including
a $24,942 annual network infrastructure maintenance contract with CDW and a $141,724 multi-year
contract with CentralSquare for numerous public safety software modules.
A request from the Public Works Director to sell at auction a number of Village vehicles and small
landscaping equipment that are being replaced or removed from the Village’s fleet. The auction is being
conducted on a regional basis by the Northwest Municipal Conference.
A recommendation from the Public Safety Commission regarding the Skokie Police Department Use of
Force Policy. The recommendation was the result of a nearly year-long community review of the policy.
See article on page three for more information on the recommendation as well as an invitation to apply
for the new Community Review Board.
Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Volunteers Wanted!
Village Advisory Boards and Commissions
The Village has 18 advisory
boards and commission that
meet regularly to discuss Village
matters and advise the Village
Board on programs, services and
policies.
Commissions include the Board
of Health, Fine Arts, Human Services, Public Safety
(see article on page two), Performing Arts Center,
Sustainable Environmental Advisory, Zoning Board
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of Appeals and more. Most commissions meet monthly at Skokie
Village Hall.
Information about all
Village advisory boards
and commissions, and an
interactive application for
individuals interested in serving, are
available at www.skokie.org. ■
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Skokie Police Department: Be The Difference

Notes

The Skokie Police Department is dedicated to building positive relationships with residents through
community engagement. Members of the department strive to create a community of partnership and
mutual respect as well as an environment of safety for everyone while being transparent, accountable,
compassionate, and professional.
Each day, Skokie Police officers engage in activities that would not normally be considered “police work.”
As shown in both of these photos, and in numerous other instances that occur each day in the community,
Skokie Police officers go beyond traditional police responsibilities as they strive to build building inclusive
and strong relationships. Beginning this year,
the Skokie Police Department’s focus is to “Be
the Difference” in improving citizen interaction
and communication. Launched by Police Chief
Brian Baker with input from his staff, the “Be the
Difference” initiative has goals that center on
procedural justice, accountability, communication
and evolution toward continuous improvement.
For information about the Skokie
Police Department programs and
services, visit www.skokie.org. ■

Learn the Sounds of Safety
During Fire Prevention Week
Fire Prevention Week is October 3
through 9, and this year’s message is
“Learn the Sounds of Fire Safety”.

Carbon Monoxide (CO)
Alarms
•

A continuous set of four loud
beeps—beep, beep, beep,
beep—means carbon monoxide
is present in your home. Go
outside, call 9-1-1 and stay out.

•

A single chirp every 30 or 60
seconds means the battery is low
and must be replaced. CO alarms
also have “end of life” sounds that
vary by manufacturer and mean
it’s time to get a new CO alarm.

•

Chirping that continues after the
battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life
and the unit must be replaced.

Smoke Alarms
•

A continued set of three loud
beeps—beep, beep, beep—
means smoke or fire. Get out, call
9-1-1, and stay out.

•

A single “chirp” every 30 or 60
seconds means the battery is low
and must be changed.

•

All smoke alarms must be
replaced after 10 year.

•

Chirping that continues after the
battery has been replaced means
the alarm is at the end of its life
and the unit must be replaced.

Visit www.NFPA.org for fire
safety information for the
deaf and hard of hearing
and more Fire Prevention
Week 2021 information.
Please also visit the Skokie
Fire Department page at
www.skokie.org for more fire
safety information. ■

Housing Choice Voucher Program
The Housing Authority of Cook County (HACC) oversees the Housing Choice Voucher (voucher) or “Section 8” program for Cook
County, including the Village of Skokie. Skokie does not control how
the vouchers are used in the community. Per the HACC website, the
federally-funded voucher program helps eligible low-income households secure decent, safe and sanitary rental housing. Currently,
there is a waitlist for the program. Once accepted into the program,
an annual review of household income and size is necessary to
confirm continued program eligibility.
Section 8 of the Housing Act of 1937 authorized payment of federal
money for rental housing assistance to landlords. Low-income
households that receive vouchers can relocate and use the voucher
anywhere in the United States where a landlord agrees to accept the
voucher. Landlords do not have to accept vouchers and local governments cannot prevent the use of vouchers in their communities.
The HACC pays the rent subsidy to the landlord, and the participating household pays the difference between the rent and the subsidy.
Overall, 1.1% of Skokie’s 24,500-plus housing units use a voucher.
In addition to the travelling vouchers, there are building-based
vouchers for Skokie senior citizens age 65 or older. In recent years,
the vouchers in use in Skokie have varied from 435 in 2010, 461
in 2014, 372 in 2017 and 266 in 2021. The Village will continue to
monitor voucher activity, particularly in light of COVID-19.
Landlords are not required to attend a mandatory class, complete an
application or be screened prior to accepting vouchers. For more
information about the Housing Choice Voucher
Program, please visit thehacc.org/residents or
contact the HACC at 312-542-4693. ■
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Meet Village of Skokie Staff!

In this edition, we continue a new article series spotlighting Village staff by highlighting Skokie Fire Lieutenant Nicole Davis. Watch for additional
Village employee spotlight articles in future editions of NewSkokie, as well as in editions of SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly electronic newsletter
(subscribe at www.skokie.org). ■
Nicole Davis, Lieutenant,
community? I obtained my BA
my recent promotion, and the second
Fire Department
in Management in 2011, currently
is accepting the role of training our
working
on
my
Master
of
Public
community through running our CPR
Length of time working for
Health,
and
also
run
our
CPR
program.
program.
the Village of Skokie I’ve been
Reaching
out
and
engaging
the
with the Village for 19 years.
What are your favorite
community while presenting education Skokie restaurants? Due to the
What do you like most about is important. If they learn ways to
nature of the job, we don’t get much of
your job? I like engaging with the
avoid situations that would lead to
an opportunity to experience outside
public through education and the
calling 9-1-1, or reducing the impact of food establishments. There’s usually
challenges we encounter through
the event, then they can discover how a firefighter at each station on the
training.
to help themselves, their family and
individual shifts that steps up to cook.
this community before we arrive.
Why did you choose a
A few years ago we were working on
career as a firefighter? I
What do you like most about Thanksgiving, and we all agreed to
initially was going to school for sports Skokie and what was your
make it a potluck dinner- each of us
medicine. I enrolled in a few EMS
most interesting experience made or brought something to share.
classes and was able to ride along with while on the job? The Village
While we weren’t able to be with our
my instructors. After spending time
is quite diversified, and I got to
individual families, we were with
engaging in the work there, I made the experience this the first time I attended our “other family,” and it made the
decision to change fields and pursue
the Festival of Cultures and worked the holiday a bit more special and not just
the fire service and EMS. I haven’t ever First Aid Station.
“another day.” ■
looked back or doubted the decision.
What is your proudest
How does your background
accomplishment in your
help you carry out your
work for the Village of
job duties and serve the
Skokie? There are two. The first is

Congratulations to Deputy Chief Barnes and Sergeant Zahn
Congratulations to both new Skokie Deputy Police Chief Jesse Barnes
and Sergeant Will Zahn on their recent rank promotions in the Skokie
Police Department!
Barnes joined the Skokie Police Department as a patrol officer in 2000
after graduating from Northern Illinois University with a Bachelor of Arts
in political science. He served as an evidence technician, receiving more
than 300 hours of specialized training, and served as a Tactical Mission
Team Officer. He became a Detective in 2005, and in 2011, was promoted
to Sergeant. In that capacity, he served as the
department’s Evidence Technician Coordinator
and coordinated the Canine Unit.
For nearly a decade after the Skokie Police
Department relocated to its present headquarters
at 7300 Niles Center Road in 2010, Barnes developed reality-based, scenario training to better
prepare officers to make split-second decisions
required when on duty.
While a Sergeant, Barnes was a front-line
supervisor of the Patrol Division and Investigative

Services Division. He was promoted to the rank of Commander in 2019
and began serving as Commander of Investigative Services. He also currently serves as a Commander with the North Regional Major Crimes Task
Force (NORTAF) that assists communities in investigating major crimes.
Zahn has been with the Skokie Police Department for more than 25 years,
serving as a Detective, Field Training Officer and as a member of both the
Tactical Intervention Unit and Tactical Mission Team. He interacted with
residents as part of the Skokie
Police Department’s Bike Patrol,
has a master certification as a
range officer and also participated in NORTAF investigations. He holds a Bachelor of
Communications degree from
Texas Lutheran University, and
is pictured at his swearing-in
with Skokie Police Chief Brian
Baker and Board of Fire and
Police Commission Chairman
Will Evans. ■
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Happenings at the North Shore Center
British Invasion
music transition into
the United States.
Saturday, September
25, 8 p.m.

Maz Jobrani Things Are Looking
Bright Tour
Maz Jobrani is an IranianAmerican comedian, actor
and co-star in the CBS
sitcom Superior Donuts and
a regular panelist on NPR’s
Wait Wait…Don’t Tell Me!.
His comedy focuses on
his family, the topic of race
and the misunderstandings
surrounding MiddleEasterners in America.
Saturday, September 18,
8 p.m.
Herman’s Hermits
The iconic rock group
Herman’s Hermits and
lead singer Peter Noone
were a vital part of the

Justin Willman
– Magic for
Humans In
Person
Magician, comedian
and star-creator
of the hit Netflix
series Magic for Humans,
Justin Willman presents
an intimate evening of
mind-blowing magic,
comedy and unexpected
surprises that will leave the
whole family wonderstruck.
Sunday, September 26,
7 p.m.

collaborator and ‘confidant’
to Liza Minelli. Friday,
October 1, 8 p.m.
Boz Scaggs - Out of
The Blues Tour
Boz Scaggs is known for
his 1970s solo hits “Lido
Shuffle,” the Grammywinning “Lowdown,” and
his early work with the
Steve Miller Band. Tuesday,
October 5, 7:30 p.m.
Chris Thile – Live In
Concert
In support of his new
solo album, Laysongs,
the Grammy-winning
mandolinist from Punch
Brothers, The Goat Rodeo

An Evening with
Linda Eder
Linda Eder’s diverse
repertoire spans
Broadway, standards,
pop, country and
jazz. Linda Eder
returns to the Center
in 2021 with her new
musical director, Billy
Stritch—the long-time

Notes
Sessions and NPR’s Live
From Here captivates
with an intimate concert
displaying his unique
virtuosity with new
original songs and covers
that contextualize his
ideas about spirituality.
Thursday, October 7, 2021
at 7:30 p.m.
Jake Shimabukuro
The world’s most
recognized master of the
ukulele, an acoustic music
icon and even declared a
musical “hero” by Rolling
Stone, Jake Shimabukuro
has taken the four-string,
two-octave instrument
to places no one has
gone before, performing
awe-inspiring music that
ranges from jazz, blues
and rock to bluegrass,
classical and folk. Friday,
October 8, 8 p.m.
Jane Lynch & Kate
Flannery - Two
Lost Souls
Two lost souls, Jane
Lynch (Hollywood Game
Night, Glee) and Kate

Flannery (The Office) find
themselves together for an
entertaining and slightly
twisted night of song and
comedy. “Life is a cabaret,
my friends”—so come to
the anti-cabaret! October
15, 8 p.m.
Ticket prices
vary. For more
information and
a full schedule,
please visit www.
northshorecenter.
org. ■

Health and Human Services Department Resumes Limited Services
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, many of the Skokie
Health and Human Services Department (HHS) clinical
services, are on hold. While it is impossible to provide a
timeline for returning to business as usual, a few limited
services will resume at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton
Street, unless otherwise noted.

containers. HHS also can provide additional containers
for future collection. There is no cost for this service.

TB testing:
For individuals who attend Skokie schools, work or reside
in Skokie. The tests are done on Monday and Tuesday
mornings from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. and return readings are
done on Thursday mornings. TB tests can be made by
appointment at 847-933-8252. $10 fee.

Medicare 101 Presentation:
Plan and Prepare for Medicare
Please join us at one of the upcoming Medicare 101
presentations to better understand Medicare benefits,
coverage and options. The class will be taught by one of
our S.H.I.P (Senior Health Insurance Program) Counselors. Presentations are held at 1 p.m. at Oakton Community
Center, 4701 Oakton Street. Call 847/674-1500, ext. 2700
to register. Presentation dates: September 23, October 14
and November 18. Registration cost: Free

Sharps Disposal:
HHS accepts used needles during regular business hours, Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. The needles must be in approved puncture-proof

For more information on all Skokie Health and Human
Services Department programs, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■
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Economic Development
847/933-8446
Planning
847/933-8447
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Downtown Skokie Walk & Roll
September 12, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Get ready for the second Downtown Skokie “Walk & Roll” scheduled for Sunday, September 12,
2021 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.! The event includes another fun round of socially-distant interior
tours at six of Downtown Skokie ‘experiential checkpoints’ including Sketchbook Brewing
Company, The Chicago Clubhouse, Ignite Gaming, Aw Yeah Comics, the iconic Skokie Theatre
and the new Take Flight Spirits Distillery that is currently under construction. There’s also a
self-guided outdoor tour of ten unique exterior wall murals located along Lincoln Avenue and
Oakton Streets, Main Street and on Skokie Boulevard - check them out while dropping in on
any or all of the delicious Downtown Skokie restaurants and cafes. Registration is requested
but not required by visiting https://tinyurl.com/uuehkdj8.
All Downtown Skokie Walk & Roll participants will receive special give-aways and discounts at
many of the event stops and will be eligible for $20 gift certificate prizes to Downtown Skokie
businesses by sending in group or selfie photos taken at the various stops during the event to
info@skokie.org and shared on social media.
For more information on the Walk & Roll, please visit www.skokie.org.
Show your support for local businesses and keep walking and rolling
all over Downtown Skokie! ■
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Keep in Touch!
Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

