MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021 – 8:00 P.M.
With Skokie and the entire State of Illinois now in Phase 5 of the Restore Illinois plan and
the lifting of restrictions on in-person gatherings, Skokie Village Board meetings are inperson in the Council Chambers at Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street. Village Board
meetings begin at 8 p.m. and will continue to be broadcast live on the Village’s YouTube
channel as well as on SkokieVision cable television channels 17 (Comcast) and 25 (RCN).
Meetings also are re-broadcast on the cable channels in the weeks following each
meeting, and the videos are archived on the Village’s YouTube channel.
As of August 30, 2021, all individuals in Illinois shall be required to wear masks when
indoors including Village buildings.
Public comments may still be submitted to publiccomments@skokie.org; comments
received prior to the meeting or during the meeting will be provided to the Village Board
and will not be read aloud. Public comments also can be mailed or hand-delivered to
Skokie Village Hall, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois, 60077, Attention: Village
Manager’s Office or placed in the exterior drop box on the west side of Skokie Village
Hall. Each Village Board meeting agenda includes time for public comments, and
individuals wishing to speak on an issue will be allocated three minutes to address the
Village Board.
1. Pledge of Allegiance led by Village Clerk Pramod C. Shah.
2. Call meeting to order and roll call.
3. Approve Consent Agenda.
* 4. Approve, as submitted, minutes of regular meeting held Monday, November 15, 2021.
* 5. Approve Voucher List #14-FY22 of December 6, 2021.

**go to**

6. Proclamations and Resolutions.
A. Proclamation
Niles Township Food Pantry Awareness Month – December 2021

**go to**

7. Recognition, Awards and Honorary Presentations.
8. Appointments, Reappointments and Resignations.
A. Swearing in of the following personnel by Village Clerk Pramod Shah:
Name
Old Position
New Position
Stephen Jagman
Fire Captain
Fire Deputy Chief
Timothy Norton
Fire Lieutenant
Fire Captain
Denise Franklin
Police Sergeant
Police Commander
* B. Reappointments
Appearance Commission: Maryjane Klein, Joseph Maschek, Jay Pathak, Archana
Shah, Thomas DaMario as Vice Chair and Michael Lynk as Chair
Board of Fire & Police Commissioners: Beryl Rabinowitz as Vice Chair and Will
Evans as Chair
* C. Resignations
Commission on Family Services: Matt MacKellar and Dr. Ed McCarron
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9. Presentations and Reports.
10. Report of the Village Manager. **go to**
A. Resolution of Support for a Cook County Class 7b Real Estate Tax Incentive at the
**go to A&B**
Former Lord & Taylor Parcel at Westfield Old Orchard Mall.
B. Designation of and Scheduling of Public Hearing for Proposed Old Orchard Center
Business District.
* C. ProQA Emergency Medical Dispatch Software Implementation - Priority Dispatch **go to C**
Corporation, Salt Lake City, Utah - $49,909.
* D. BS&A ERP Software Maintenance Contract Renewal – BS&A Systems, Bath, Michigan
**go to D**
- $64,864.
11. Report of the Corporation Counsel. **go to**
CONSENT:
* A. An ordinance providing for the levying and assessment of taxes for the fiscal year
beginning May 1, 2021 and ending April 30, 2022 in the Village of Skokie, Cook
County, Illinois. This item is on the consent agenda for second reading and adoption.
* B. An ordinance reducing the tax levy of the Village of Skokie for the fiscal year beginning
May 1, 2021 and ending April 30, 2022 in the amount of $3,526,191.00. This item is
on the consent agenda for second reading and adoption.
* C. An ordinance amending Chapter 2, Article VII, of the Skokie Village Code pertaining
to the creation of the Skokie Police Use of Force Review Board. This item is on the
consent agenda for second reading and adoption.
* D. A resolution approving a plat of subdivision for the property located at 9801-9911
Woods Drive, Skokie, Illinois in an OR Office Research district (2021-23P). This item
is on the consent agenda for second reading and adoption.
FIRST READING:
E. An ordinance terminating various expired Special Service Areas in the Village of
Skokie, Illinois, County of Cook. This item is on the agenda for first reading and will
be on the December 20, 2021 Board agenda for second reading and adoption.

**go to A**

**go to B**

**go to C**

**go to D**

**go to E**

12. Unfinished Business.
13. New Business.
14. Plan Commission.
15. Community Development Block Grant – CV/CV3 Housing Expenses Update.
16. Public Comment.
(See information at top of page 1)
17. Adjournment.

_______________________
Items marked with an asterisk (*) indicate they are part of the Consent Agenda that contains routine items
or items which have already been discussed by the Mayor and Board at a previous public meeting and
require a second reading. Items on the Consent Agenda are passed in one vote at the beginning of the
Board Meeting. Prior to the vote on the Consent Agenda, the Mayor will inquire if there is any matter
which anyone wishes to remove from the Consent Agenda. If there is an item on the Consent Agenda
which you wish to address, please inform the Mayor at that time you wish to remove it from the Consent
Agenda.
#593226
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Memorandum
Manager’s Office
TO:

The Honorable Mayor and
Board of Trustees
Village Clerk
Corporation Counsel

FROM:

_____________________________
John T. Lockerby, Village Manager

DATE:

December 2, 2021

SUBJECT:

MANAGER’S REPORT
BOARD MEETING OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2021

Westfield Old Orchard Shopping Center is one of the most significant community
economic drivers and an important regional attraction. As such, it is critical for the
Village to help grow and enhance the viability of Old Orchard to ensure continued
success into the future. Currently, the property tax burden at Old Orchard is the highest
in Westfield’s global portfolio and is three times higher than the industry average. This
fact inhibits substantial capital investment into Old Orchard. To overcome this obstacle,
Village staff and ownership from Westfield have identified a two-pronged approach that
that will enable a significant investment of over $100 million dollars back into the center
that will immediately help grow and stabilize this important community asset.
These two economic development tools are outlined in Item A and Item B below.
A.

Resolution of Support for a Cook County Class 7b Real Estate Tax Incentive
at the Former Lord & Taylor Parcel at Westfield Old Orchard Mall
Economic Development staff is recommending a resolution in support of a Cook
County 7b Property Tax Incentive for the former Lord & Taylor parcel at Westfield
Old Orchard Shopping Center. The Lord & Taylor property has been mostly
vacant since its closure in 2018 due to the functional and economic obsolescence
of the building. Despite a significant effort by Westfield over the past several
years, it has been validated that the building will unlikely be re-leased in its
entirety or purchased by another user without significant investment.
The Class 7b designation would provide a 12-year reduction in the property
assessment rate for the Lord and Taylor parcel only. With this reduction, Westfield
will be able to invest $27 million for the renovation of the building and recruitment
of new tenants for this property.
I concur with staff’s recommendation and their assessment that this project is an
excellent candidate for a Class 7b classification. I respectfully request Mayor and
Board approval of the Resolution supporting this designation.
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B. Designation of and Scheduling of Public Hearing for Proposed Old Orchard
Center Business District.
Economic Development staff have worked in close collaboration with Westfield
management to propose the creation of a business district at Old Orchard Mall.
This designation will enable Westfield to utilize funds generated from a planned
additional 1% sales tax on retail goods and services at the mall to cover the costs
of rehabilitation, new construction, site preparation and infrastructure
enhancements. Additionally, through this initiative, Westfield will be able to attract
new and retain existing retail businesses and restaurants and enhance Old
Orchard as a premier experiential destination and key regional amenity. Of note,
the proposed sales tax increase was determined by an independent consultant to
not have a discernable adverse impact on sales at the mall.
To propose the creation of a business district, a resolution is required designating
the Old Orchard Center Business District and scheduling a public hearing for
January 18, 2022 in connection with the business district and plan. If the
resolution is adopted and after the public hearing is held, ordinances establishing
the business district, approving the district plan and imposing the Retailer’s and
Service Occupation taxes will brought before the Village Board in February 2022.
If approved, the Business District will facilitate an additional $80 million investment
by Westfield at Old Orchard.
I concur with staff’s recommendation proposing the designation of a business
district and the scheduling of a public hearing in connection with the proposed Old
Orchard Center Business District and respectfully request Mayor and Board
approval.
* C. ProQA Emergency Medical Dispatch Software Implementation – Priority
Dispatch Corporation, Salt Lake City, Utah - $49,909.
In 2014, the State of Illinois amended the Emergency Medical Systems (EMS) Act
to mandate the use of Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) protocols and require
EMD licensure through the Illinois Department of Public Health. The Skokie
Police/Fire Communications Center has been utilizing Emergency Medical
Dispatch protocols through Priority Dispatch Corporation of Salt Lake City, Utah
since 2007. The FY22 CIP budget provides funding for upgrading to Priority
Dispatch Corporation’s ProQA Dispatch Software. The software helps emergency
dispatchers move smoothly through Case Entry, Key Questioning, Post-Dispatch,
Pre-Arrival Instructions, as well as important case completion information. ProQA
ensures that the Communication Center meets universal best practice standards
that help reduce liability risks to near zero.
I concur with staff’s recommendation and respectfully request Mayor and Board
approval of a contract in the amount of $49,909, to be awarded to Priority
Dispatch Corporation.
* D. BS&A ERP Software Maintenance Contract Renewal – BS&A Systems, Bath,
Michigan - $64,864.
In FY2017, the Village of Skokie contracted with BS&A Systems for the licensing
and use of their Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) software system. The
Village utilizes this software across the organization. An integral component to the
successful operation of the BS&A software is the support and maintenance
593228v1
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agreement, which provides for support and help desk services, as well as free
upgrades and fixes of any of the modules owned by the Village.
I concur with staff’s recommendation to renew the contract with BS&A Systems in
the amount of $64,864 to continue the support and maintenance of the ERP
software. Mayor and Board approval is respectfully requested.
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12/6/21 Manager’s Report

THIS RESOLUTION MAY BE CITED AS
VILLAGE RESOLUTION

21-12-R-

A RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR CLASS 7(B) REAL ESTATE TAX
INCENTIVE FOR THE REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 9200 SKOKIE
BOULEVARD, THE FORMER LORD & TAYLOR SITE IN WESTFIELD
OLD ORCHARD MALL, IN THE VILLAGE OF SKOKIE, ILLINOIS
PURSUANT TO COOK COUNTY REAL PROPERTY
CLASSIFICATION ORDINANCE
1
2
3
4
5

WHEREAS, the Village of Skokie (hereinafter referred to as “Village”), a home rule
municipality, situated in Cook County, State of Illinois, is a duly organized and existing
Village created under the provisions of the laws of the State of Illinois, and is now operating
under the provisions of the Illinois Municipal Code and the Constitution of the State of
Illinois; and

6
7
8

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Board of Trustees constitute the duly elected qualified
and acting officials of the Village; and

9
10
11
12
13
14

WHEREAS, the Cook County Board of Commissioners has amended the Cook
County Real Property Classification Ordinance (hereinafter “County Ordinance”), to provide
real estate tax incentives to property owners who build, rehabilitate, enhance and occupy
property which is located within Cook County and which is used for commercial purposes;
and

15
16
17
18

WHEREAS, the Village, consistent with the County Ordinance, as amended, desires
to induce business to locate and expand in the Village by offering financial incentives in the
form of property tax relief, specifically through the use of a Class 7(b) designation; and

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

WHEREAS, the Village intends to adopt an ordinance establishing the Old Orchard
Center Business District (hereinafter “Business District”), pursuant to the Section 5/11-74.31 et seq. of the Illinois Municipal Code, 65 ILCS 5/11-74.3 (2004), encompassing property
at the Old Orchard Mall southeast corner of Golf Road and Skokie Boulevard in the Village
of Skokie as a business redevelopment district to encourage commercial redevelopment of
the property in the area; and

26
27
28
29
30
31

WHEREAS, Class 7(b) of the County Ordinance requires the municipality in which
such real estate proposed for Class 7(b) designation is located, to make a determination
through the adoption of a resolution that the five eligibility requirements stated and defined
in Section 74-65 of the County Ordinance and in the Class 7(b) application procedures are
present; and
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1
2
3
4
5
6

WHEREAS, the specific property which the owners are seeking 7(b) property tax
relief is located within the anticipated Business District and is specially known as the
location of the former Lord & Taylor site (hereinafter “Subject Property”). This Subject
Property legally described in the Exhibit “1” and attached hereto, is in need of commercial
renovation and the property meets the five eligibility requirements in Section 74-65 of the
County Ordinance, confirmed by Village Economic Development staff; and

7
8
9
10

WHEREAS, Old Orchard Urban Limited Partnership (the “Applicant”), has been
trying without success to find a long-term, market tenant for this space since Lord &Taylor
vacated the site in 2017; and

11
12
13
14
15

WHEREAS, the Village recognizes that the Applicant secured a short-term tenant for
a portion of the property. That temporary lease does not include a market rent, can be
terminated on ten days notice, and is in place only to defer some of the costs associated
with a vacant building; and

16
17
18

WHEREAS, the Village recognizes the current state of the retail market and the
difficulty associated with vacant big box properties such as the Subject Property; and

19
20
21
22

WHEREAS, the Village recognizes that special circumstances exist at the Subject
Property such that the Village finds that the subject property is abandoned for purposes of
the 7(b) incentive; and

23
24
25

WHEREAS, the Applicant intends to file with the Office of the Assessor of Cook
County an Eligibility Application for Class 7(b) classification; and

26
27
28
29

WHEREAS, the Subject Property will continue to be utilized for retail/commercial
purposes in compliance with the Skokie Village Code and the Village’s Comprehensive
Plan; and

30
31
32

WHEREAS, the grant of Class 7(b) tax incentives for the Subject Property is
necessary for the renovation and reoccupancy of the Subject Property; and

33
34
35

WHEREAS, the proposed renovation and reoccupancy of the Subject Property will
provide significant future employment, both temporary and permanent; and

36
37
38
39

WHEREAS, notwithstanding the Class 7(b) status of the Subject Property, the
renovation thereof will generate significant new revenues to the Village and other local
governments in the form of additional tax revenues; and

40
41
42
43

WHEREAS, the Applicant has indicated to the Mayor and Board of Trustees that
such incentive provided for in said County Ordinance is necessary for the renovation and
reoccupancy of the Subject Property to occur; and

44
45
46

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and the Board of Trustees of
the Village of Skokie, County of Cook, State of Illinois:
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1
2

Section 1:
The above stated Recitals are hereby restated and incorporated
herein as if fully set forth.

3
4
5
6
7
8

Section 2:
The five eligibility factors stated and defined in Section (4)(A) of the
County Ordinance and in the Class 7(b) application procedures are present, and it has been
demonstrated that the Subject Property is in need of commercial renovation and the Subject
Property is appropriate for Class 7(b) tax incentive benefits pursuant to the County
Ordinance, as amended.

9
10
11

Section 3: Special circumstances exist at the Subject Property to support a
finding that the Subject Property is abandoned for purposes of the 7(b) incentive.

12
13
14
15
16

Section 3:
The Mayor and Board of Trustees hereby find that the incentives
provided by the Class 7(b) real property assessment classification, to be applicable to the
Subject Property are necessary for the renovation and reoccupancy to occur on the Subject
Property.

17
18
19
20

Section 4:
Pursuant to the County Ordinance, as amended, the Village of Skokie
hereby approves, consents and supports the filing of the Class 7(b) application for the
classification of the Subject Property.

21
22
23
24

Section 5:
The Clerk of the Village of Skokie is authorized to and shall send a
certified copy of this resolution to the Office of the Cook County Assessor, Room 312,
County Building, Chicago, Illinois 60602.

25
26
27

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall be effective immediately
upon its passage and approval, or as otherwise provided by law.
PASSED this

day of December, 2021.

Ayes:
Village Clerk
Nays:
Absent:
Attest:

Approved by me this
December, 2021.

Village Clerk

Mayor, Village of Skokie
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Exhibit 1
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