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2021 Skokie Community Survey Results
A total 497 surveys were completed,
for a 19% response rate when factoring
in that 66 of the mailings were returned
as undeliverable. In addition to the select written survey data set, the entire
community was encouraged to take
the survey during the open response
period between November 2 and 17,
2021. A total of 1,048 online surveys
were completed.

Following a triennial practice that
began in 2003, the Village conducted
the Skokie Community Survey in fall
2021 to gauge residents’ opinions on
Village programs and services, as well
as their satisfaction with quality of life
in the community. As with the prior six
surveys, the Village contracted with
the National Research Center (NRC) to
conduct the mail survey. NRC is now
owned by Wisconsin-based Polco, an
online polling platform.
A total of 2,700 randomly-selected
single- and multi-family households
received several survey mailings
beginning in late September, 2021, and the survey was open for seven
weeks. While 1,200 of these households received copies of the survey
instrument with a pre-paid envelope as well as introductory and reminder
post cards, the remaining 1,500 households received two post cards
inviting them to take the survey online via a special link that was provided.
The households that received the paper survey also received the online
response link.

While the results of the open-community, online responses are included in
the survey report, only the results from
the random sample are considered
statistically valid due to the scientific
collection manner that provides the highest level of confidence with a 4%
margin of error.
The demographics of the survey respondents were compared to the 2010
Census and 2017 American Community Survey estimates for adults in the
Village of Skokie. This was done to make sure the survey respondents reflect the larger population of the community, and the characteristics used

Continued on page two

See Important Smart911 Information on Page 12!
Stand Against Racism - April 28 Through May 1, 2022

Plans are under way for the annual YWCA Stand Against Racism campaign which will take place from April 27 to
May 1, 2022, with the theme We Can’t Wait: Equity and Justice Now!

The Village of Skokie invites the community to join us on Wednesday, April 27 at 12 p.m. outside of Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, to stand as a community for this very important
social cause that encourages individuals to #StandAgainstRacism
and unite voices to educate, advocate and promote racial justice.
Afterwards on April 27, the public is invited inside Village Hall
for a brief discussion, facilitated by the Equity Institute of YWCA
Evanston/North Shore.
More information with additional community
events and speakers will be posted when available at www.skokie.org. ■
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2021 Skokie Community Survey Results (continued from page one)
for weighting were age, sex, race, Hispanic origin, housing type, housing
tenure and area.
Highlights:
Some overall highlights of the 2021 Skokie Community Survey responses
include:
• Ratings for Skokie government remain strong, with resident ratings
quite positive and higher than national benchmarks.
• Residents value Skokie’s educational and cultural opportunities for
their contributions to community livability.
• Health and wellness services also are valued and appreciated by the
community.
• Most residents view Skokie as safe and inclusive. Three-quarters of
those responding praised the overall feeling of safety in the community. Moreover, 91% of respondents gave Skokie high ratings for attracting people from diverse backgrounds. This rating is much higher
than national benchmark comparisons and ranks Skokie first out of a
total 111 communities that posed the question in resident surveys.
Numerous positive ratings:
• 95% rated Skokie’s overall economic health as excellent/good.
• 95% rated fire services as excellent/good.
• 93% rated ambulance services as excellent/good.
• 93% were very likely or likely to recommend living in Skokie.
• 92% rated Skokie as an excellent/good place to live.
• 91% said they feel very to somewhat safe in their neighborhood.
• 89% rated garbage collection as excellent/good.
• 87% rated the overall quality of Village services as excellent/good. *
• 86% rated health services as excellent/good.
• 85% rated quality of life in Skokie as excellent/good.
• 85% rated Skokie’s overall opportunities for culture, education and the
arts as excellent/good. *
• 85% rated Skokie as excellent/good for making all residents feel
welcome.
• 83% rated public information services as excellent/good. *
• 83% rated police services as excellent/good.
• 84% rated the Village’s emergency preparedness as excellent/good. *
• 78% rated the overall feeling of safety in the community as excellent/
good.
*These ratings exceed national benchmarks.
Numerous governance excellent/good ratings exceeded
national benchmarks:
• The job Skokie government does at welcoming resident involvement –
74% excellent/good; 13th rank out of 326 communities.
• Overall confidence in Skokie government – 74% excellent/good; 9th
rank out of 287 communities.
• Generally acting in the best interests of the community – 73% excellent/good; 13th out of 290 communities.
• Being honest – 72% excellent/good; 22nd out of 281 communities.
• Being open and transparent to the public – 69% excellent/good; 10th
out of 110 communities.
• Informing residents about issues facing the community – 69% excellent/good; 8th out of 117 communities.
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•
•

Value of services for taxes paid to Skokie – 67% excellent/good; 30th
rank out of 385 communities.
Treating all residents fairly – 75% excellent/good – 11th out of 287
communities.

Inclusivity and Engagement – residents gave very high
marks to Skokie for a cultural and environmental feeling
of belonging:
• Attracting people from diverse backgrounds – 91% excellent/good; 1st
out of 111 communities.
• Valuing/respecting residents from diverse backgrounds – 88% excellent/good; 1st out of 111 communities.
• Making all residents feel welcome – 85% excellent/good; 3rd out of
113 communities.
• Taking care of vulnerable residents – 97% excellent/good; 7th out of
109 communities.
The survey asked residents to rank how much they
support or oppose Village investment in nine programs,
services and projects. Here is the ranking for positive
responses (strongly support or somewhat support):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Implementing economic development initiatives to bring new
businesses, create jobs and generate sales tax – 96%.
Enhancing storm water management systems to mitigate flooding –
94%.
Resurfacing residential streets – 91%.
Creating sustainability initiatives – 90%.
Implementing a community-wide food waste collection/composting
program – 80%.
Additional alley grading services – 79%
Adding bicycle lanes on streets and additional multi-use trails – 75%.
Adding additional street lighting on Crawford Avenue – 74%.
Translating Village printed materials and digital publications into
multiple languages – 71%.

Both the random sample and open participation surveys included an openended question for residents to advise on any other issues that were of
concern to them. Looking at data from the random sample responses, some
38% of the comments pertain to code enforcement, taxes, property issues,
transportation, traffic and roads. Village services, policies and communication comments total 11%, with economy/business development at 10% and
safety/law enforcement at 9%. Comments from the online data set mirror
much of what is expressed in the select written survey data set.
Village officials and staff will continue to review the findings as they relate
to Village programs, practices and policies.
The full report of both the random sample and open
participation surveys are available at www.skokie.org
as are the results of the prior six Skokie community
surveys. ■
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Village Board Approves Carvana Development and
Sets Regional Bird Mitigation Standards

The Skokie Village Board recently
approved a proposed development at 9757 Woods Drive for
Carvana, the fastest-growing,
completely e-commerce car
retailer in the U.S. The monthslong project approval process
involved the Village’s Appearance
and Plan Commissions leading
to consideration by the Village
Board. Carvana representatives
repeatedly revised the project
plan to address noise and traffic
concerns, as well as mitigations
to protect both local and migratory birds. Many of these concessions were requested by the Village Board and
Plan Commission prior to final approval. Village
staff also engaged with neighbors in the Optima
building and bird safety advocates, encouraging
some direct conversations between all parties.
Bird Mitigation Standards Set
“Hopefully, the Skokie Village Board has established bird mitigation standards for our region
and beyond,” said Mayor George Van Dusen.
The agreed-upon bird protection and deterrent mitigations are among the most stringent
imposed on similar buildings in the region, and
include:

•

•

•

turning restrictions will shift traffic as far away from the Optima
building as possible. Carvana is
prohibited from providing auto
service or using exterior speakers.
Multi-Use Path Installation
Carvana is providing a multi-use
pedestrian and recreational path
near their north property line to
connect Harms Woods and the
Skokie Valley Trail.

This rendering shows the footprint
of the new Carvana development
between Woods Drive and the
Edens
Edens Expressway.
Expresssay.
Zoning Considerations
The Carvana site is in an Office Research zoning
district which allows for more than 50 different land uses that include retail, service, office
and residential, many with the potential to bring
greater height, density and traffic volume than
the Carvana project will bring to the area.

“On the Carvana site, a 180-foot tall development with 500,000 square feet of space could
have been built, which would have been much
Installing and maintaining patterned
window markers approved by the American more impactful than the Carvana proposal,”
Bird Conservancy to the exterior of all glass said Community Development Director Matt
Brandmeyer. Covering only four percent of the
surfaces on the building up to 63 feet, 10
inches high to reduce the potential for bird entire parcel, the Carvana facility will be more
than 500 feet away from Harms Woods and will
strikes.
be among the most bird-friendly buildings in the
All internal and external building and sign
entire Chicagoland area.
lighting on all elevations will be turned off
between midnight and 7 a.m. during two,
Before building permits will be issued, Carvana
three-month spring and fall bird migramust supply a $200,000 bond to cover the cost
tion seasons except for the sign facing the
of demolition and removal of materials for a
Edens Expressway.
period of ten years should the firm abandon the
building for two years.
At the Village Board’s request, an independent research study to monitor bird
Noise and Traffic Mitigation
strikes will be conducted for at least one
Woods Drive currently has over 4,000 vehicle
year on both the Carvana and adjacent
Optima buildings. The purpose of the study trips daily, and Carvana is expected to generis to gain further understanding on bird
ate an additional 130 daily vehicle trips. Woods
impacts and the effectiveness of mitigation Deliveries by multi-car hauler trucks will have
measures to facilitate future policy in both
restricted hours, with truck engine idling proSkokie and at regional and national levels.
hibited. A modified truck circulation route and

Sales Tax Information
All vehicles sold at Skokie dealerships generate
a one percent sales tax specifically for the Village. In the case of the proposed Carvana location, the tax would apply regardless of whether
the vehicle is picked up or delivered elsewhere in
the Chicagoland area. Project sales at the Skokie
location, which exclude vehicles shipped out of
state, are expected to generate nearly $9 million
in sales tax revenue for the Village in the first 10
years of Carvana operations.
Construction Timeline
The Carvana project developers will need to
apply for all necessary permits from the Village
of Skokie and other jurisdictions and include
details on how the site will comply with all
required mitigations. Permits and a certificate of
occupancy will be granted once all requirements
for all jurisdictions have been satisfied.
Enforcement
If the applicable conditions are not met, the
building permits and certificate of occupancy
will not be issued. Once operating, should
Carvana not comply with all requirements,
enforcement would begin through the administrative hearing process with the potential of fines
up to $750/day. Continued or repeated violations
could lead to business license and certificate of
occupancy suspension by both the Village and
Illinois Secretary of State.
See more information and a detailed
summary of mitigation measures
and operational concessions at
www.skokie.org. ■
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Attend a Skokie Police Department
Beat Meeting

The Skokie Police Department will
continue hosting “Beat” meetings
throughout the year. Permanent Beat
officers for each area and Crime

Prevention officers attend to provide
an opportunity for Beat residents and
stakeholders to interact with Skokie
Police Department staff who patrol their
neighborhoods, exchange information,
identify recurring problems and jointly
develop solutions to those problems.

SOAR Student Art Exhibit
The Skokie Fine Arts Commission invites the public
to view the annual SOAR student art exhibit on display
through March at Oakton Community College, 7701
Lincoln Avenue. Hours and info at www.skokie.org. ■

The meetings typically last about one
hour and include discussion of current
crime conditions and updates on issues
discussed at prior meetings. Residents,
business owners, representatives
of schools, houses of worship, and
neighborhood organizations are invited to
join these meetings.
Beat meeting dates and
locations are featured in
SkokieNews and at www.
skokiepolice.org, Beat Officer
Program section, Meeting
Information tab. ■

Collective Resource Compost
Program

Skokie partners with Collective Resource Compost, a food scrap pickup
service that accepts all food waste and other compostable products from
homes, businesses and institutions and takes them to a commercial
composting site. The franchise agreement makes the service accessible
and affordable.
Composting is an easy step to divert food waste from landfills and
reduce the methane gas released into the environment, a way to ‘think
globally and act locally’ about climate change. Since January 2020, the
nearly 250 Skokie customers have composted over 112 tons of food
scraps and other compostable items!
With several different subscription levels, Collective Resource Compost
can help determine the best subscription option for a smooth transition
to incorporating this sustainable habit. Customers who join before May
are eligible to receive free finished compost for their spring gardens.
See more information at https://collectiveresource.us/
composting-in-evanston-morton-grove-skokie/. ■
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Check Out the New Skokie Police
Department P2C Portal
The Skokie Police Department is
excited to announce the launch
of a revised online portal offering
many new features for the community, including an event map
that displays where incidents in the
Village occur. Incidents also can
be searched at a specific location
within a defined radius.

On the new portal, residents can
view incident reports, request
residential security and vacation
watch checks, register a bicycle
and purchase a vehicle crash report. The new portal also includes
a freshly updated public safety
bulletin, recent arrests page and
Text-A-Tip information.

Explore the new portal at
https://skokiepolice.policetocitizen.com/. ■
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Skokie Police Body Camera Pilot Underway
The Skokie Police Department started a body camera pilot
program on January 1, 2022, with 13 Department members currently equipped with body cameras. The pilot program consists
of one patrol sergeant, nine patrol officers, and three detectives.

A complete launch of the program is anticipated later this year
which is well in advance of the January 1, 2024 state mandate
set forth in the Law Enforcement Officer Body-Worn Camera
Act.

The pilot program period is being used to familiarize Skokie Police Department personnel with the new equipment and identify
any issues prior to equipping all necessary personnel with body
cameras.

For more information on the Skokie Police
Department, visit www.skokie.org. See
articles on pages 4 and 12 for additional
Skokie Police Department news. ■

Skokie Health and Human Services: Get Vaccinated and Boosted!
The Skokie Health and Human Services Department (HHS) strongly recommends that all eligible Skokie residents get a COVID-19 vaccine booster
dose:
• Five months after receiving their second Moderna dose.
• Five months after their second Pfizer dose.
• Two months after receiving the one-dose Johnson & Johnson vaccine.
The Pfizer booster dose is approved for individuals age 12 and older and the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson boosters are approved for individuals
age 18 and older. Data shows that vaccinated individuals are far less likely to get severely ill, require hospitalization and are less likely to die from the
virus. Find a vaccine site by visiting www.vaccines.gov or www.skokie.org. ■

Asked and Answered: When Should I Get Tested for COVID-19?
The Skokie Health and Human Services Department (HHS) offers this information about
COVID-19 testing:

If positive result:

•

Isolate for at least 5 days. Learn more
about isolation timelines and precautions

Reasons to get tested:
• If you have COVID-19 symptoms
• At least 5 days after known or suspected
close contact to COVID-19
• For screening (schools, workplaces,
congregate settings, etc.)
• Before and after travel
• When asked by a healthcare professional
or public health official

•

Seek a confirmatory, follow-up laboratory
test if recommended by healthcare
professional

•

Monitor your symptoms

If negative result and up to date on
vaccines:

• Return to normal activities
• Wear a mask indoors in areas of high

HHS further recommends these actions to take
after receiving COVID-19 test results.

If negative result and not up to
date on vaccines:

•

If experiencing symptoms or exposure,
quarantine for at least five days.

•

If not experiencing symptoms or
exposure, return to normal activities. Take
steps to get up to date on vaccines to
protect yourself and others.

Info on the various types of COVID-19 testing sites are available at
both www.skokie.org and https://
dph.illinois.gov/covid19.html. ■

substantial community transmission

Skokie Fire Department Hydrant Flushing Program Begins Soon!
The Village’s annual fire hydrant flushing program begins
in the spring. Hydrant flushing helps ensure that optimal
water flow is available to firefighters, residents and businesses, and also helps maintain water clarity and quality
by clearing iron and mineral deposits from the water mains
and distribution pipes.
Hydrants are flushed Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m.
to 3 p.m., and on Friday from 8 a.m. to noon, except during emergencies such
as a water main break. A hydrant flushing schedule is updated each week on the
Village website.

When a fire hydrant is flushed, residents living nearby
might notice a brief discoloration in their residential tap
water. Running the cold water faucets open for a few
minutes will alleviate the discoloration concern. To avoid
staining clothing, do not wash clothes until the water runs
clear once again. Even if slightly tinged with color, the
water is safe to drink and poses no health threat.
See more information on the Skokie Fire Department at
www.skokie.org. ■
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Thanks to All Assist-A-Family Program Donors For a Record Year!
The 2021 Assist-A-Family program helped a total of 167 Skokie families facing financial challenges enjoy the winter holidays. All of the families were
dealing with the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, including the loss of family members who were wage earners, caring for sick family members, loss of
employment or the reduction of work hours that caused them to fall behind in mortgage or rent payments or utilities bills. Some families were trying hard
to stretch what resources they had to help out other family members. There was a significant increase in first-time applicants this year, including some
from households that had two wage earners before the pandemic in which both individuals either lost their jobs or saw their income reduced. Others who
had relied on second jobs to make ends meet had lost that important second earning opportunity due to the pandemic conditions.
A total of 377 donors gave generously to the 2021 program, with a total of $60,517 in donations received to help Skokie families in need. This recordbreaking amount donated is a testament to the heart of the community, with residents giving generously to help their Skokie neighbors in need during this
challenging time for so many. ■
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Think Trees - Celebrate Arbor Day!
The entire community is invited to the annual Arbor Day
tree planting ceremony scheduled for Friday, April 29,
2022, 10 a.m. at Gleiss Park, 9301 Keystone Avenue.

•
•

Why do we celebrate Arbor Day? We need trees to
survive! We also are reminded that each of us can make
a difference, and planting trees is one of the best ways to
combat climate change.

The Village of Skokie’s urban forest contains over
25,000 parkway trees and thousands more on private
property. The Village’s goal is to maintain a healthy
and safe urban forest so that the canopy benefits are
maximized. It is each property owner’s responsibility
to care for their own trees and add to the benefits in the
community. Urban canopy cover reduces pollution and
helps to combat climate change. Photo credit to Skokie
resident Margaret Feit Clarke for this photo showing a
beautiful tree canopy on her Skokie street.

•

Trees help supply the oxygen in the air we need to
breathe. They keep our air supply fresh by absorbing
carbon dioxide.

•

Trees lower air temperatures by evaporating water in
their leaves.

•
•

Trees cut down noise pollution by acting as sound barriers.
Trees provide shade and shelter, reducing yearly heating and cooling
costs by 2.1 billion dollars.

Michael Passman
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Maurice Roth
Rosalie Roth
Jennifer Rousseau
Gail Rubin
Mary Kathleen Rundell
Howard Sachs
Janice Sackett
St. Timothy’s Lutheran
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Trees absorb rain water and reduce storm water
runoff which can minimize flooding.

Skokie has been designated as a Tree City USA since
1985. For more information on trees in Skokie, visit
www.skokie.org/282/Forestry. ■

2021 Assist-A-Family Donors (continued)
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Tree roots stabilize the soil and prevent erosion.
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John Unwin
Maryann Valdez
Marit Vamarasi
George & Susan Van
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Sincere thanks
to all of the
generous 2021
Assist-A-Familiy
donors! ■
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Village Board Action
The Village Board recently approved:
A contract with Chicago Paving Contractors for the completion and connection of two small sections of
the bike path on Old Orchard Road. Approximately 50 percent of the project cost is being covered by the
Invest in Cook County grant program.

The Village Board meets on the
first and third Mondays of each
month at 8 p.m. at Skokie Village
Hall, 5127 Oakton Street.

A $44,353 grant to Complimentary Cafe´, LLC, 4933 Oakton Street, through the Village’s Downtown TIF
Rehab Program. The grant will support significant interior and exterior renovations at the new cafe´ that
will feature an inviting place to sit, work and host community gatherings, while serving locally-sourced
food products and quality coffee and tea. The cafe´ is expected to open by summer 2022 and within the
first two years of operation, employ up to 10 full- and part-time workers.
Proprietary purchase of 17 complete sets of fire safety gear from W.S. Darley & Company. The new
gear will be worn by all sworn members of the Skokie Fire Department. Based on industry standards,
manufacturer’s recommendations and routine exposure to heat, smoke and overall wear and tear, fire
safety gear only has useful life of five years.

Upcoming Village Board Meetings
March 7, 21
April 4, 18
May 2, 16
Meeting agendas are published at
www.skokie.org on the Thursday
prior to the meeting date. In
addition to making comments at
a meeting, public comments may
be:

Creation of a new Skokie Police Use of Force Review Board to review the Skokie Police Department’s use
of force statistics and the findings of use of force incidents that resulted in complaint or injury and also to
advise the Mayor of any recommendations relating to Skokie Police Department policies and practices.
The new board will meet at least twice annually as called by the chairperson. The Village Board appointed
nine individuals to serve on the new board: Hon. Edward Bobrick, James Boehm, Elizabeth Demes, Casey
Diers, Will Evans (chairperson), Abel Figueroa, Dennis Rizo (Public Safety Commission representative),
Chair Karen Lise Sherman (Human Relations Commission representative), James Specker and Alecia
Wartowski. The appointees have staggered terms ranging from one to three years, and live in a variety of
areas throughout Skokie. Police Chief Brian Baker is the staff liaison to the new board.

•

A three-year lease with Northlight Theatre to continue as a presenting company at the North Shore
Center for the Performing Arts in Skokie.

•

•

Submitted to
publiccomments@skokie.
org;
Mailed or hand-delivered
to Skokie Village Hall, 5127
Oakton Street, Skokie,
Illinois, 60077, Attention:
Village Manager’s Office; or
Placed in the exterior drop
box on the west side of
Skokie Village Hall.

Comments received prior to
or during the meeting will be
provided to the Village Board and
will not be read aloud. Individuals
wishing to speak at a Village
Board meeting will be allocated
three minutes to do so according
to the meeting agenda. See www.
skokie.org for a full calendar of
meetings. ■

Village Board Meeting agendas are published at www.skokie.org on the
Thursday prior to the meeting date. Each meeting includes a period for public
comments. All residents are invited to watch Village Board meetings livestreamed on www.skokie.org or on SkokieVision cable channel 25 (RCN) or
channel 17 (Comcast). Meetings also are rebroadcast on both cable channels
during the weeks following each meeting. ■

Workforce Training Program Applications Open
The Village of Skokie
Health and Human Services
Department, in partnership
with Oakton Community
College, is offering Skokie
residents seeking to improve
their resume and re-enter
the workforce a grant for
free tuition for one of
Oakton Community College’s short-term certificate
programs. Applications are open for summer and
fall 2022 enrollment for tuition grants for up to eight
individuals.
To qualify, residents must be unemployed or underemployed with household monthly gross income
within 150 percent of the Federal Poverty Level. A
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wide variety of certificate
courses for 18 credit hours
or less are available for
Microsoft Office programs,
Computer Information
Systems, health careers and
much more.
Residents interested in applying for this program must submit an applicationand supporting paperwork to the Village no later than
March 31, 2022.
The application and information are
available at www.skokie.org or by calling 847/933-8208 or emailing
iris.barrios@skokie.org. ■

village

Notes
Yard Waste Collection Resumes on April 6

Yard waste collection season spans from the
beginning of April through November, with
collections always conducted on Wednesday.
Yard waste should be set out by 7 a.m. in
the same place that refuse and recycling are
collected. No advance scheduling is required.
Materials not collected:

•

Grass clippings (mulch with mower or
dispose of privately)

•
•
•
•

Yard waste in plastic bags
Loose branches
Dirt and large quantities of sod
Stumps, logs, and branches three inches
diameter or greater

Yard waste must be placed in 32-gallon paper
yard waste bags can be purchased from local
grocery, hardware or home improvement
stores. Do not place yard waste in refuse or
recycling carts. Branches must be smaller than
three inches in diameter; bundles must be tied
and less than five feet long. Small amounts
of sod are accepted, but allow the sod to dry

out, remove the excess topsoil and place in
32-gallon yard waste bags. The weight limit on
yard waste bags and bundles is 40 pounds each.
Yard waste must be placed out no later than 7
a.m. on Wednesday. Materials placed out after
collection occurs will not be picked up until
the following Wednesday. Note that on holiday
weeks, including Memorial Day, Fourth of July
and Labor Day, yard waste collection is moved
to the Saturday following the holiday.
For more information, please visit
www.skokie.org. ■

Skokie’s Spring Greening Set for April 3, 2022
Skokie’s Spring Greening 2022 is scheduled
for Sunday, April 3 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The
event will be in the Westfield Old Orchard lot.
Electronics and shredded paper will be accepted
as well as some additional items.
This annual program is brought to the community
by numerous partners, including the Village of

Clean, Green Skokie!
It’s time again for the annual Clean, Green Skokie litter clean-up event!
Call Skokie Public Works at 847/933-8427 and leave your email, and
a coordinator will reach out to select a location, arrange to pick up of
clean-up kits (trash bags, gloves, and safety vests) and to coordinate the
pick-up of full garbage bags. Select any date that works for you or your
group from March 21 through April 22, 2022.
Participating groups will be entered into a drawing to plant a tree in their
honor at public location in Skokie and will be recognized in SkokiEnews!
Keeping Skokie clean is everyone’s responsibility.
Please don’t litter! ■

Skokie, Skokie Chamber of Commerce, Skokie
Park District, Westfield Old Orchard and more.
For a map and more details of
items accepted, please visit www.
skokiespringgreening.info. ■

Property Beautification Awards

Every summer, the Village’s Beautification and Improvement Commission
puts out a call for Property Beautification Award nominations. These
awards recognize the efforts of both commercial and residential property
owners who maintain the outside appearance of their properties in an
outstanding way.
On April 4, 2022, a total of 35 properties will receive awards for the 2021
program, along with 16 honorable mentions. Photos of the award-winning
properties will be available for viewing at www.skokie.org by early April.
The Commission’s goal is to acknowledge those properties that make the
Village sparkle a little more and say “thank you” for your efforts!
To nominate a
property for a 2022
Property Beautification
Award, simply send
the address to
beautificationawards@
skokie.org. Additional
details will be
announced in summer
2022. ■
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NewSkokie Moving to Quarterly Publishing Schedule
The Summer 2022 edition of NewSkokie will be published in late May,
2022, and the Village’s award-winning print newsletter will continue with
quarterly, seasonal publication into the future. This change is for both
cost-savings and due to the abundance of information about Village
services that is available online 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Between editions, residents are encouraged to keep up to date on Village
happenings by:

•

Subscribing to SkokieNews, the Village’s electronic newsletter.
Currently, SkokieNews is published every Tuesday afternoon, and
more frequently during emergency situations. The Village never
shares or sells subscriber information. Look for the subscription link
on the home page at www.skokie.org. For assistance subscribing,
email info@skokie.org or call 847/933-8210.

•

Visiting www.skokie.org to check out the “Featured Announcements’
on the home page, Village Board and public meetings calendars and
agendas as well as other sections of interest.

•

Following the Village’s numerous Facebook pages:
• Village of Skokie
• Shop Local Skokie
• Skokie Police Department
• Downtown Skokie
• Skokie Farmers’ Market

For more information on Village of Skokie programs
and services, visit www.skokie.org. ■

May 2022 Programs and Services - Here’s What You Need to Know
on Monday, May 30, refuse, recycling and yard waste collection are
changed for the week:
• Monday refuse and recycling collections occur on Tuesday
• Tuesday refuse and recycling collections occur on Wednesday
• Thursday and Friday refuse and recycling collections unchanged
• Yard waste will be collected on Saturday, June 4

With the next edition of NewSkokie arriving in homes in late May or early
June, 2022, here are a few programs and events to watch for in SkokieNews
and at www.skokie.org:

•

Annual road construction summary and map - while
plans are to publish the summary in the summer 2022 NewSkokie, it
will be posted at www.skokie.org earlier in May, and the full map will
be available online as well. Visit www.skokie.org for updates.

•

Skokie Festival of Cultures - the Skokie Park District is
planning this beloved two-day, outdoor community event for Saturday,
May 21 and Sunday, May 22 from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. at Oakton Park,
4701 Oakton Street. Visit www.skokieculturefest.org for updates.

•

Annual Memorial Day observance - the Village of Skokie
2022 Memorial Day observance ceremony will be held at 11 a.m.
on Monday, May 30, 2022 on the Village Green, 5155 Oakton
Street, between Skokie Village Hall and the Skokie Public Library.
The observance is coordinated by the Skokie Fire Department with
participation of local Veterans Posts, Scouts, and the Skokie Fire
and Police Honor Guards. Health safety guidelines will be in place,
including social distancing and, if necessary, wearing masks.

•

Memorial Day Refuse, Recycling and Yard Waste
Collection Schedule - due to the observance of Memorial Day

•

Village Hall closed for Memorial Day - Skokie Village Hall
will be closed on Monday, May 30. Regular Village Hall hours are
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Numerous Village services
are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week, at www.skokie.org.

•

2022 Vehicle Stickers - Skokie residents will receive vehicle
sticker renewal notices by mail in late May 2022. The renewal period
begins June 1 and runs through July 31. The cost for passenger
vehicles is $40, with additional fees for trucks and trailers. Payment
methods include check and most major credit cards. All vehicle license
stickers must be displayed on vehicles by August 1. Details will be
posted by mid-May at www.skokie.org.

Stay up to date by visiting www.skokie.org and by
subscribing to SkokieNews, the Village’s weekly
electronic newsletter. Subscribe from the link on the
home page or by emailing info@skokie.org. ■

Quick Notes: Spring Forward/Change Batteries and CDBG Info

Spring Forward and Check Smoke and
Carbon Monoxide Detector Batteries on
Sunday, March 13

Community Development Block Grant
Information
The Village of Skokie has been preparing a Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Action Plan for Program
Year 2022-23. The Village receives CDBG funds from
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
each year for a variety of capital improvements, housing
rehabilitation, and social services that principally benefit
low/moderate-income Skokie residents.

Daylight savings time begins on Sunday, March 13,
2022 at 2 a.m. when clocks need to be set forward one
hour. The Skokie Fire Department reminds residents
to check and change batteries in all smoke alarms,
carbon monoxide detectors and emergency accessory
kits to make sure they are in working condition.
For more information about fire safety contact the
Skokie Fire Department Fire Prevention Bureau at
847/982-5340. ■

For further information about the Village’s CDBG program,
please visit www.skokie.org. ■
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Happenings at the North Shore Center
Storm Large
Storm Large: awesome musician,
actor, playwright and author who
shot to national prominence in
2006 as a finalist on the CBS show
Rock Star: Supernova. March 18,
8 p.m.

Steven Wright
One of the true visionaries and
widely influential stand-up
comedians, Academy Award winner
Steven Wright’s deadpan delivery
continues to delight audiences.
March 31, 7:30 p.m.
Jesse Cook
Tempest II Tour
Back by popular demand, Jesse
Cook is a leading artist in the
world of nuevo flamenco, fusing
his virtuosic flamenco guitar
techniques with jazz, rock, rumba,
gypsy, tango, salsa and other
forms of world and popular music.
April 1, 8 p.m.

Dog Man: The Musical
TheaterWorksUSA’s new
production is based on the
worldwide bestselling series from
Captain Underpants creator Dav
Pilkey. Recommended for first
through fifth grades. March 19, 11
a.m. and 2 p.m.

Notes

Classical Kids Live! and
Chicago Youth Symphony
Orchestras
Mozart’s Magnificent
Voyage
An educationally entertaining
theatrical symphony concert
unveiling the musical genius

of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
to children and their families.
Approximately 50 minutes in
length and recommended for
audiences ages six and up. April
3, 3 p.m.
DC’s Reflecting Fools
Featuring Members of the
Capitol Steps
The stairway to heavenly political
satire originally laid by the Capitol
Steps continues upward with DC’s
Reflecting Fools, the new musical
parody group created by Capitol
Steps performers and co-writers.

Health and Human Services Department Programs
The Skokie Health and Human
Services Department (HHS)
offers numerous services to the
community in addition to providing
COVID-19 vaccines:

for eligible Skokie schoolchildren or
children attending Skokie schools.
Monday and Tuesday. 9 a.m. to 12
p.m.; Wednesday, 2 to 4 p.m. by
appointment only.

TB Testing: For individuals
who attend Skokie schools, work
or reside in Skokie. Monday
and Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.;
return readings on Thursday
mornings. Call 847/933-8252 for
appointments. $10 fee.

Senior Health Insurance
Program (SHIP)
Counseling Appointments:
Mondays, Tuesday & Fridays.
SHIP provides unbiased help
to Medicare beneficiaries, their
families and caregivers whether
new to Medicare, reviewing plan
options or have other questions.
Call 847/933-8208 to schedule an
appointment.

Sharps Disposal: HHS
accepts used needles during
regular business hours, Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
for no cost. The needles must
be in approved puncture-proof
containers. HHS also can provide
additional containers for future
collection.
Childhood Immunizations:
Routine childhood immunizations

Benefit Access Program:
This Illinois Department of Aging
program allows for the Secretary
of State’s office to provide for a
reduced-fee license plates and
ride-free transit cards through RTA
aimed toward senior citizens and
persons with different abilities with

specific qualifications. HHS staff
and volunteers can assist residents
in applying for this income-eligible
program. Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday appointments
available. Call 847/933-8252 for
appointments.

Emergency Financial
Assistance: Residents
struggling financially and have
received a disconnection notice can
apply to the Village for assistance
in paying their electricity, gas utility
or past-due rent. Households must
meet the monthly gross income
within 150 percent of the Federal
Poverty Level. Call 847/933-8208
to get more information regarding
this program.
TeenLink: The Village of
Skokie’s maintains the TeenLink list
to unite residents needing outside
seasonal yard work with teens
who are available for hire to do the

Like a phoenix rising from the
ashes of burned 2020 presidential
ballots, DC’s Reflecting Fools hold
up a mirror to the current political
culture, providing hilarious song
parodies and “foolish reflections”
sure to inspire belly-laughs.
April 8, 8 p.m.
April 9, 2 and 8 p.m.
April 10, 2 p.m.
Ticket prices vary. For
information and a full
schedule, including
season performance
schedules and ticket
information for the North
Shore Center’s two
resident companies,
Music Theater Works and
Northlight Theater, visit
www.northshorecenter.org. ■

work. The resident is responsible
for contacting the teen and
making financial and scheduling
arrangements. Call 847/933-8208
for more information or the current
TeenLink list.
Lending Closet: The Lending
Closet offers Skokie residents
the use of wheelchairs, walkers,
canes and crutches in limited
supply. A valid I.D. showing proof
of residency is required for all
loans. Call 847/933-8208 for more
information.
Some services might
change due to COVID-19.
See www.skokie.org or
call 847/933-8252 for
updates. ■
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Sign Up for Smart911 Today
Alerts powered by Smart911 is now the official
emergency notification system used by the
Village of Skokie to communicate by phone
with Skokie residents and businesses during
emergencies. Residents can opt in to register
their mobile device and email address to receive
their choice of phone, text and email alerts, and
add their address to receive geo-targeted alerts.
The Village is no longer using
the CodeRED system, and if you
registered for email and text alerts
in the CodeRED system, you will
need to re-register in the Smart911
system. Only landline phone numbers
automatically transitioned from CodeRED to the
new Smart911 Emergency Notification System.

•

Scan this QR code that links to the
registration site:

Add optional information on medical conditions,
preferred medical providers, emergency
contacts, household pets and more to help
emergency response teams provide the best care
to you and your family during a crisis.

Sign up now to receive alerts from the Village,
and be sure to check the boxes for alternate-side
See more information about the
parking alerts! There are three easy ways to
Skokie’s new Smart911 Emergency
register:
Notification System. ■
• Online at www.skokie.org.
•

Text the words AlertSkokie to 226787.
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Comments from the community are always welcome! Here are a number of ways to contact the
Village:
•

Email info@skokie.org

•

Use the Access Skokie mobile app or web portal

•

Call Village Hall at 847/673-0500, Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

•

Written comments may be sent to Village of Skokie, 5127 Oakton Street, Skokie, Illinois
60077, Attention: John Lockerby, Village Manager ■

